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CREATI VE | NDUSTRI ES | NDEX

WHEREAS, the creative industries are arts-centric

busi nesses that range from nonprofit nuseuns, synphonies,
and theatres to commercial film architecture, and
advertising conpani es; and

VWHEREAS, the creative industries are one of the fastest-
grow ng sectors in the information econony — throughout the
country and in every conmmunity; and

VWHEREAS, the creative industries play a major role in
bui I di ng and sustai ni ng econom cally vibrant comunities;
and

VWHEREAS, the creative industries serve as nagnets to
attract businesses and their enployees, and are the nmain
reason for stinulating a marked increase in cultural
tourism and

WHEREAS, the creative industries are integral to every
community. Jobs supported by the creative industries
cannot, for the nost part, be “outsourced” to other
countries, but they can enjoy having their work product be
one of Anerica’'s |leading exports, with estimtes of $30
billion annually in overseas sal es; and

WHEREAS, Anericans for the Arts has enbarked on a nationa
study to benchmark and in the future annually neasure the
grow h of the creative industries in Anerica on a national,
state and | ocal basis; and

WHEREAS, for the 2004 benchmark year, Anericans for the
Arts has found that there are 548,000 creative industry
busi nesses in America, representing 4.3 percent of all U S
busi nesses; and

VWHEREAS, Anericans for the Arts has further found that

t hese 548,000 creative industry businesses support 2.99
mllion jobs nationw de, representing 2.2 percent of the
U. S. workforce; and

WHEREAS, Anericans for the Arts will be formally rel easing
further details of the Creative Industries Index this
sumer and will provide job and business data for the
creative industries broken down by geo-political lines for



congressional, state delegation, county and city
jurisdictions throughout the country;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED, that nenbers of the United
States Conference of Mayors bring this inportant data to
the attention of local, state, and federal policy and

| awmakers and private sector |eaders for use in fostering
creative industries and jobs in order to build economcally
vi brant communi ti es.



NATI ONAL ARTS AND HUMANI TI ES MONTH

VWHEREAS, the arts and humaniti es enhance and enrich the
lives of all Anericans; and

WHEREAS, the arts and humanities affect every aspect of
life in Arerica today including the econony, social problem
solving, job creation, education, creativity, and comunity
[ivability; and

WHEREAS, cities and states — through their local and state
arts agencies and representing thousands of cultural

organi zati ons — have cel ebrated the value and inportance of
culture in the lives of Americans and the health of
thriving communities during National Arts and Humanities
Mont h for several years; and

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors has
actively participated in National Arts and Humanities Mnth
since 1984; and

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors’ nationa
arts partner, Anericans for the Arts, will again coordinate
this year a national awareness canpaign of activities for
Nati onal Arts and Humanities Mnth; and

VWHEREAS, the nation's 40,000 cultural organizations, the
Nat i onal Endowrent for the Arts, the National Endowrent for
the Humanities, the nation's 4,000 |ocal arts agencies, the
arts and humanities councils of the 50 states and U. S.
jurisdictions, and the President of the United States have
participated in the past and will be asked to participate
again this year in this national celebration; and

VWHEREAS, the nonth of COctober 2004 has been desi gnated as
National Arts and Humanities Month,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that the United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges mayors to build partnerships
with their | ocal arts agencies and ot her nenbers of the
arts and humanities comrunity in their cities to proclaim
to participate in, and to celebrate the nonth of October as
National Arts and Humanities Month.



CREATI ON OF A SECRETARY OF CULTURE AND TOURI SM

WHEREAS, the non-profit arts industry generates over $134
billion in economc activity per year, generates over 4.8
mllion jobs and $34billion in federal, state, and | ocal
tax revenues per year; and

VWHEREAS, the tourismindustry has generated nore than 57
mllion jobs, $ 4trillion in expenditures, $157 billion in
trade surpluses, and over $620 billion in federal, state,
and | ocal taxes over the past eight years; and

WHEREAS, the travel and tourismindustry is our nation’s
third | argest enployer trailing only the health and
busi ness service industries; and

WHEREAS, Mayors and arts and busi ness | eaders from around
the country have recogni zed the significant contribution of
the culture and tourismindustry and its direct links to
the arts and culture as an econom c catal yst; and

WHEREAS, it is essential that our Nation create a clear and
coherent federal policy for Culture and Tourisnm and

WHEREAS, many countries throughout the world have
establ i shed national cabinet |evel positions for arts,
culture, and tourism-— 66% of the countries in the Western
Hem sphere have a cabinet |level Mnister of tourism 58%
have a M nister of Culture and the Arts, and 80% of the
countries in Europe have a mnister of Culture; and

WHEREAS, the future econom c survival of our country and
our cities rests on the ability to maxim ze the inpact of
the tourism arts, and cultural industries; and

WHEREAS, the United States of Anerica nust have a Nationa
Advocate charged with the task of form ng the nationa
policy for culture and tourism and solely dedicated to the
protection, devel opnent, and expansion of their industries.

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States
Conference of Mayors urges the creation of a Cabinet |evel
Secretary of Culture and Tourismcharged with formng a
national policy for tourism arts, and culture.



THE GET QUTDOORS ACT

WHEREAS, the federal Centers for Di sease Control and
Prevention has declared obesity is on track to overtake

tobacco as the | eadi ng cause of preventable death in the
UsS.; and

VWHEREAS, it is estimated that obesity-related health
probl ems cost the U S. econony nearly $100 billion
annual |l y; and

WHEREAS, about 15.5 percent of adol escents (ages 12 to 19)
and 15.3 percent of children (ages 6 to 11) are obese. The
i ncrease in obesity anong American youth over the past two
decades is dramatic

WHEREAS, | ack of physical activity is one of the root
causes of obesity; and

VWHEREAS, the Get Qutdoor Act (GO Act) woul d hel p reduce
obesity by establishing a permanent source of funding to
provide $3 billion annually to encourage physical activity
and recreation in urban, suburban, and rural areas;

WHEREAS, the GO Act will provide funding directly to |ocal
governnents for parks, recreation progranms, and conmunity
needs, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED, that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors strongly encourages the U S. Congress to pass the
Get Qutdoors Act to address obesity rel ated probl ens and
provi de physical and recreational opportunities in urban,
subur ban, and rural areas.



SUPPORTI NG EFFORTS I N THE PREVENTI ON AND TREATMENT OF OBESI TY
AND OVERWEI GHT

VWHEREAS, over 64 percent of Anmerican adults are either
obese or overweight; and in the past decade, the preval ence
of obesity and overwei ght has increased by 70 and 12
percent, respectively; and

VWHEREAS, obesity is the second | eadi ng cause of preventable
deaths resulting in over 300,000 deaths in the United
States; and obesity is correlated with 30 nedical
conditions, including Type 2 diabetes, coronary heart

di sease, hypertension, and osteoarthritis; and

WHEREAS, approxi mately 15 percent of children and

adol escents (ages 6 to 19) are obese and about 30 percent
of children and adol escents are overweight; and in the past
25 years, the preval ence of obesity in children (ages 6 to
11) has nore than quadrupl ed and the preval ence of obesity
i n adol escents (ages 12-19) has nore than doubled; and in
the past three decades, the preval ence of overwei ght

chil dren and adol escents has increased approximately 11
percent; and

WHEREAS, obesity and overweight in children and adol escents
are predictors of excess weight in adulthood and are

associ ated wth increased norbidity and nortality; and
obesity and overweight are correlated wth asthma, type 2
di abet es, hypertension, orthopedic conplications, psycho-
social effects, stigma, and sleep apnea in children; and

VWHEREAS, in 2003 approximately $75 billion in nedica
expendi tures were attributed to obesity, half of which were
fi nanced by Medi care and Medi caid; and

WHEREAS, overwei ght and obesity disproportionately affects
African Anericans, Hispanic Americans, Native Anmericans,
wonen and persons of | ow socioeconom c status within

m nority popul ations,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors recogni zes obesity and overwei ght as
conditions that can persist from childhood to adul t hood,
that are associated with chronic disease, and that cause
preventabl e and premature deaths in adults, adol escents and
children; and



BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayor s encour ages and supports |l ocal |eadership in obesity
and overwei ght prevention; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors supports policies and public health prograns that
reduce obesity and overwei ght and i nprove wel |l ness such as
comuni ty-w de canpai gns, “point-of decision” pronpts,
school - based physi cal education, school-based health
education, nedia canpai gns, social support prograns,

i ndi vi dual | y-adapted health behavi or change, i nproved
access to places for physical activity, infornmational
outreach activities, and | and use planning and community
desi gn; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayor s encour ages and supports a range of public health
interventions to address | and use, environmental, cultural,
soci oeconom ¢, and behavi oral factors associated with
obesity and overwei ght; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors supports the devel opnent of policies that address
social injustices that contributes to the disproportionate
burden of obesity and overwei ght anong under-represented,

| owincone, and socially disadvantaged popul ati ons; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayor s encourages and supports partnershi ps anong | ocal,
state, federal agencies, community groups and private
organi zations in their efforts to reduce obesity and
overwei ght; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors encourages the federal, state and | ocal governnents
to allocate funding and resources to the prevention and
treatment of obesity and overwei ght.



| NCREASE THE NATI ONAL | NVESTMENT | N AND EXPAND
AFTER- SCHOOL PROGRAMS

VWHEREAS, access to high quality, safe and enriching after-
school and out - of - school prograns for children and youth
continues to be a priority for mayors; and

VWHEREAS, after-school prograns pronote cognitive | earning,
enhances the physical, social, enotional and noral

devel opment of youth, and provides a neans to reduce the
ri sk of youth involvenent in crine, violence, substance
abuse, teenage pregnancy and gangs; and

WHEREAS, affordable, accessible, and high quality after-
school and out - of -school prograns are necessary if we are
to achieve the goals of No Child Left Behind; and

WHEREAS, 91 percent of parents with children in after-
school prograns are extrenely or sonmewhat satisfied with
the prograns and thus significant public support; and

WHEREAS, 14.3 nillion Kindergarten through 12'" graders take
care of thenselves after the school day ends which
translates to 1 in 4 school -age chil dren being

unsupervi sed; and

VWHEREAS, only 6.5 mllion children or 11 percent of the
nation’s youth are enrolled in after-school programnms which
isonly 1 in 9 students enrolled in grades K-12; and

VWHEREAS, parents of another 15.3 mllion or 30 percent of
the children say they would have their child participate if
there was a program avail abl e,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges the federal, state and | ocal
governnments to increase their investnent in community-based
aft er-school and out -of -school prograns; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress to increase the |evel of funding
for the 21°' Century Community Learning Centers programto
its authorized level of $2 billion in fiscal year 2005; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayor s encour ages Mayors across the country to sign on as a



partner with the Afterschool for All: Project 2010 to

i ncrease funding and participation in these prograns, and
that all children have an opportunity to participate by the
year 2010.



THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATI ON FUND AND THE URBAN PARK AND
RECREATI ON RECOVERY PROGRAM

VWHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund is a

vi sionary and bi partisan program established by Congress in
1964 to create parks and open spaces, protect wetlands and
refuges, preserve wildlife habitat, pronote environnental

st ewar dshi p, and enhance recreational opportunities for al
Anmeri cans; and

WHEREAS, the sister program of the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, the Urban Park and Recreati on Recovery
Program was created to address the needs of inner city
recreation by providing matching grants and techni cal
assistance for the rehabilitation of recreational
facilities to economcally distressed urban comunities;
and

WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation fund should
receive $900 mllion dollars annually derived from
royalties fromQuter Continental Shelf oil and gas | easing;
and

VWHEREAS, for the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery Program
to have a far reaching affect, it should be funded at $125
mllion annually; and

VWHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund returns
conservation and recreation funds back to | ocal conmmunities
and governnents; and

WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund has been
responsi ble for the acquisition and enhancenent of nore
t han 40,000 community parks in forty years of existence;
and

VWHEREAS, the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery Program has
been responsible for the rehabilitation of thousands of
comunity centers, urban parks, and comunity pools; and

WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund and the U ban
Park and Recreation Recovery Program have been integral to
a healthy and safe community life through funding state and
muni ci pal parks, and creating nei ghborhood soccer,

basebal I, and football fields; and



WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund pronotes
smart growmh and |ivable communities; and

WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund and the Urban
Par k and Recreation Recovery Program both hel p Anericans
become physically active thereby contributing to a
healthier lifestyle that can provide a better quality of
life for all Anericans; and

WHEREAS, the need to preserve open spaces, devel op
national, state, and | ocal parks and recreational
facilities, manage wldlife, and preserve Anerica's

hi storic treasures becones nore critical each year due to
t he demands placed on such facilities by ever increasing
popul ati ons; and

VWHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund and the Urban
Par k and Recreation Recovery Programare critical resources
for providing direct access to recreational places for
Ameri cas young peopl e; and

WHEREAS, the Land and Water Conservation Fund advances
econonmi ¢ and job devel opnent in cities; and

VWHEREAS, the nunicipalities have been the recipients of

t housands of Land and Water Conservation Fund stateside
grants that have added parks, wetlands, and helped mllions
of Anmericans gain access to recreation areas; and

WHEREAS, nunicipalities have been recipients of U ban Park
and Recreation Recovery Program matching grants that have
rehabilitated community centers, pools, and hel ped to nmake
ur ban parks safer places for kids to recreate; and

VWHEREAS, the 2004 stateside appropriation for the Land and
Wat er Conservation Fund was $94 million and the Federal
side appropriation was $177 mllion, which conmbined is nore
than two thirds below the full anpbunt that it was
designated to receive annually; and

WHEREAS, the |ast two years, the Urban Park and Recreation
Recovery Program has been zeroed out in the appropriations
process and has left nmany inner city conmunities wthout a
desi gnated resource to address their needs for recreation.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that Congress, in its annua
appropriations process, authorize 20% of CQuter Conti nental



Shel f revenues to fully fund the Land and Water
Conservation Fund at its authorized level of $900 mllion
and that they designate $125 mllion to the Urban Park and
Recreati on Recovery Programto assist the recreation needs
of econom cally distressed conmunities.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat authorizing |egislation
permanently fundi ng the Land and Water Conservation Fund
and the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery Program
represents the nost effective long-termsolution to
enhanci ng muni ci pal recreation needs and shoul d be

vi gorously pursued by Congress.



REI MPORTATI ON OF PRESCRI PTI ON MEDI CI NES FROM CANADA

WHEREAS, the high cost of prescription drugs has becone a
serious problemin cities across the United States,
burdeni ng individuals, famlies, nunicipal governnents, and
city taxpayers; and

VWHEREAS, the federal government appears unable or unwilling
to address this pressing issue, despite grow ng bi-partisan
support at the local, state and federal |evels; and

VWHEREAS, a nunber of hard-pressed cities have adopted
creative progranms to circunmvent the outrageous costs that
seniors and others nust pay for prescription drugs in the
U.S.; and

WHEREAS, a nunber of hard-pressed cities have adopted
creative progranms to circunvent the federally protected
nonopol y by donestic drug conpani es; and

WHEREAS, such initiatives have all owed covered individuals
to purchase prescription nmedicines — identical to those

t hey woul d have purchased in the U S. - directly from
Canadi an pharmaci es at prices well below those available in
the U S.; and

VWHEREAS, such initiatives have resulted in significant
savings for city enployees, retirees, and taxpayers,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors urges nmayors to consider such
initiatives as opportunities to |lower the high cost of
provi di ng prescription drugs for enployees and ot her
citizens; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors calls upon the federal government to enact

| egislation that would allow U. S. citizens |egal access to
saf e, affordable prescription nedications from Canada, and
to take other fundanental steps to bring about the
reasonabl e pricing of prescription drugs in the U S



I N SUPPORT COF RESEARCH TO | NVESTI GATE CAUSES FOR CANCER
DI SPARI TI ES AMONG RACI AL AND ETHNI C POPULATI ONS

WHEREAS, African Anerican wonen have a | ower incidence of
breast cancer than white wonen, but have a higher nortality
rate fromthe di sease even when adjustnents are nade for

i ncome, education, and access to health care; and

WHEREAS, African Anerican nen have the highest incidence
and nortality rates fromprostate cancer in the world; and

WHEREAS, anong Mexi can American and Puerto Ri can wonen,
cervical cancer incidence is two to three tinmes higher than
i n non- H spani ¢ Wi te wonen; and

VWHEREAS, cervical cancer is the nunber one incident cancer
in Vietnanmese Aneri can wonen, but breast cancer is the
nunber one incident cancer for all racial and ethnic
groups; and

VWHEREAS, Korean Anerican men experience the highest rate of
stomach cancer of all racial/ethnic groups, and a five-fold
i ncreased rate of stomach cancer over Wite Anerican nen;
and

WHEREAS, the causes for these differences, and others, in
cancer incidence and/or nortality anong various racial and
et hni ¢ groups are unknown,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors calls for research to investigate the
reasons that certain cancer(s) heavily affects a particul ar
racial or ethnic popul ati on.



I N SUPPORT OF ADEQUATELY SUPPLYI NG THE STRATEGQ C NATI ONAL
STOCKPI LE W TH ANTHRAX VACCI NE

VWHEREAS, the United States of Anerica needs to have an
adequat e stockpile of biological vaccines. This includes
the only approved and tested anthrax vaccine, while the
next generation of biological vaccines are being proposed,
devel oped, and tested, the United States of Anerica needs
to have an adequate supply of approved and proven

bi ol ogi cal vaccines, this includes the only approved

ant hrax vacci ne; and

WHEREAS, while the Departnent of Defense has effectively
and actively imuni zed nore than one mllion soldiers over
the last five years fromanthrax, with the only approved
vacci ne; and

WHEREAS, if there is an anthrax attack today in the United
States, the American people and our first responders need
to be prepared. Qur cities, states, and nation need
adequat e stockpiles of anthrax vaccine today; and

VWHEREAS, the next generation of anthrax vacci nes may not be
tested and approved for another five years; and

WHEREAS, the recent setbacks in the next generation
smal | pox program shoul d highlight the need for the
Departnment of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to

reeval uate its decisions regarding anthrax. Though
mllions of dollars have been invested in the next
generation small pox, this product may never be useabl e by
the Strategic National Stockpile because of its side
effects. W may be headed in that same direction with the
next generation of anthrax vaccines; and

WHEREAS, if there were an anthrax attack today invol ving
mul tiple urban areas we woul d not have enough vaccine to
treat our citizens in accordance with CDC recomendati ons,
which call for three doses of anthrax vaccine and
antibiotics; and

VWHEREAS, the DHHS is putting all its efforts in one
experinmental and untested vacci ne; and

WHEREAS, the DHHS has plans to stockpile only a small
anount of the current and approved ant hrax vaccine to date,
and appears to have no plans to stockpile nore than a



m ni mum | evel of the current FDA approved vaccine to
prevent ant hrax,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors urges Secretary Tommy Thonpson to
increase the level of the FDA approved and tested anthrax
vaccine into the Strategic National Stockpile w thout

del ay; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors calls on all its nenbers to take all necessary steps
to protect the country’s cities over the next five years
whi |l e the next generation vacci nes are bei ng devel oped and
approved by the FDA.



OPEN ACCESS TO MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT AND SERVI CES

WHEREAS, nental illness is prevalent in Arerica and failure
to acknowl edge and treat it results in extraordinary costs
to famlies and governnment, as well as cause individual
suffering; and

VWHEREAS, the stigna and treatnment of nental illness is
i npacted by unique cultural and ethnic traditions and
characteristics particularly in communities of color; and

VWHEREAS, it is widely acknow edged by health scientists

t hat individuals react in manners that vary upon receivVing
a given treatnment, yet historically participation of
menbers from communities of color in clinical trials has
been [imted in the U S.; and

WHEREAS, progress is being nmade to include and anal yze data
fromethnic mnorities in clinical trials; and

WHEREAS, ethnic mnorities continue to experience pervasive
disparities in their health status indices in Amrerica; and

WHEREAS, persons with nental illness enrolled in Medicaid
and Medi care are anobng our country’s nost vul nerable
citizens; and

WHEREAS, as heal thcare expenditures grow, nany state

Medi cai d prograns are responding to the need to cut costs
by increasing restrictions on access to nedications and
services; and

WHEREAS, failure to provide access to necessary treatnents
and services for nental illness could result in increased
costs and suffering for patients and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, prior authorization requirenents and restrictions
could disrupt the clinical relationship between doctor and
patient and cause doctors, pharmacists, patients and their
famlies to waste tine, noney and worry; and

VWHEREAS, restrictions on nental health treatnents and
services in Medicaid could harmand may fail to recognize
t he benefits of recent research, which includes data on
ethnic mnorities; and



WHEREAS, bureaucratic appeal s nechani sns del ay treat nment
and cause patients and their famlies anxi ety about whether
they are receiving the nedical care the doctor thinks is
best or only the nedical care that the payer will allow,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors supports |legislation to renove inpedinents within
the Medicaid systemthat attenpt to control the doctor’s
recomendation and the patient’s access to a course of
treatnment to neet the patient’s nental health needs; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U. S. Conference of Mayors
supports efforts to provide treatnents, health education,
and services that recogni ze the particul ar needs of our
comunities, especially minority conmunities; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Myors
calls on the mayors to begin a public dialogue within their
comunities on nental health with the goal of erasing the
stigma and fear of nental illness; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U. S. Conference of Mayors
calls on all concerned parties to increase mnority and
under represented conmunities’ participation in clinical
trials.



NATI ONAL HUNGER AWARENESS DAY

WHEREAS, food insecurity and hunger are daily facts of life
for mllions of | owincome Anericans; and

WHEREAS, millions of hungry children in the United States
suffer serious effects of food insecurity, including
physi cal, nmental, and social inpairnment; and

WHEREAS, the probl em of hunger and food insecurity can be
found in rural, suburban, and urban America, touching
nearly every Anerican conmunity; and

WHEREAS, al t hough substantial progress has been made in
reduci ng the incidence of hunger and food insecurity in the
United States, certain groups, notably the working poor,
the el derly, honel ess people, children, mgrant workers and
Native Americans remai n vul nerable to hunger and the
negati ve effects of food deprivation; and

WHEREAS, the people of the United States have a | ong
tradition of providing food assistance to hungry people
t hrough acts of private generosity and public support
prograns; and

WHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors Initiative
on Hunger and Honel essness, directed through the

Conf erence’s Task Force on Hunger and Honel essness supports
child nutrition prograns and food donation prograns, and
supports providing essential nutrition support to mllions
of |l ow incone people; and

WHEREAS, there is a grow ng awareness of the inportant
public and private partnership role that community-based
organi zations, institutions of faith, and charities provide
in assisting the hungry and food i nsecure people; and

VWHEREAS, nore than 50,000 | ocal comrmunity based

organi zations rely on the support and efforts of nore than
one mllion volunteers to provide food assistance and
services to mllions of vul nerable people; and

WHEREAS, a diverse group of organi zations, including
Anmerica' s Second Harvest, The U. S. Conference of Mayors,
and ot her organi zati ons have docunented substantia

i ncreases in requests for energency food assi stance over
t he past year; and



WHEREAS, all Anericans across the country can help
participate in hunger relief efforts in their comunities
t hrough donating food, noney, or through vol unteerism and
by supporting public policies ainmed at reduci ng hunger,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors calls on communities across the nation to observe
the principles and recommendati ons of “National Hunger

Awar eness Day”, June 3 of this year and every year forward
wi th such activities as volunteerism support for |ocal
anti - hunger advocacy efforts and hunger relief charities,

i ncludi ng food banks, food rescue organizations, food
pantries, soup kitchens and energency shelters, and through
t he year-round support of prograns and public policies that
reduce hunger and food insecurity in all local conmmunities
across the country.



SUPPCORTI NG RESOURCES TO FI GHT AIDS I N THE UNI TED STATES AND
AROUND THE WORLD

VWHEREAS, in Decenber 2003, UNAIDS reported that in 2003
H V/AIDS killed nore than 3 mllion and infected an
estimated 5 mllion people worldw de, bringing the nunber
of people living with H V/ AIDS around the world to 40
mllion; and

WHEREAS, the gl obal inpact of HHV/AIDS is far nore
devastating than ever inagined, decreasing |ife expectancy,
increasing child nortality, orphaning mllions, w ping out
devel opnent gains, and threatening to underm ne national
security in highly-affected societies; and

VWHEREAS, in the United States, though there have been
recent declines in AIDS-rel ated deaths as a result of the
wi despread use of H V nedications, the H V/ AIDS epidem c
remai ns an enornous health enmergency —at the end of 2002,
384, 906 people were known to be living with AIDS in the
US and its territories and nore than 40,000 Anmericans
become newy infected with H V each year; and

WHEREAS, 83 percent of persons with AIDS in the United
States live in our cities and rely on public health care
and social service systens for care and treatnent, making
funding for prevention, early diagnosis, treatnent and
supportive services critical investnents in our health care
system and

VWHEREAS, the Ryan Wiite CARE Act, the nation’s | argest

di scretionary investnent in the care of people wth

H V/ AIDS, has dramatically inproved the quality of life of
people living with H V-disease and their famlies, reduced
use of costly inpatient care, and increased access to care
for low-inconme, under-served popul ations, including people
of color; and

WHEREAS, in order to reduce new infections, ensure quality
health care, and prolong the lives of persons living with
H V/AIDS, it is essential that sufficient resources
continue to be allocated to cities through the Ryan Wite
CARE Act (including Title I') and other key H V/ Al DS
prograns to address new challenges in the H V/ AIDS epidemc
and mai ntain existing continuum of |ife-saving care and
prevention servi ces,



NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges the Adm nistration and Congress to increase
funding for critical domestic H V/ A DS prograns by
allocating an additional $574.34 mllion to the Ryan Wite
CARE Act, including $86.96 mllion for Title I, $319.07
mllion for Title Il AIDS Drug Assi stance Program and
$27.3 mllion for Title Ill; an additional $206.7 mllion
for the Mnority AIDS Initiative; an additional $367.1
mllion to the Centers for Di sease Control and Prevention
for donestic prevention prograns; an additional $2.8
billion for research to the National Institutes of Health;
and an additional $55.2 mllion for the Housing
Qpportunities for Persons with Al DS progranm and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors
commends the Administration for its commtnment to conbat
Hl V/ Al DS abroad and urges the allocation of additional
resources to stemthe spread of this gl obal pandem c



ANTI FREEZE SAFETY MEASURE

WHEREAS, nobst antifreeze contains ethylene glycol, an
extrenely toxic yet sweet tasting substance that causes
injury to thousands of children and kills thousands of
animal s every year in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, the National Safety Council, the Anerican Medica
Associ ation and the Anmerican Associ ation of Poison Control
Centers have noted that the addition of nontoxic bittering
agents can nmake antifreeze so unpal atable that children and
animals will reject the products upon tasting them thus
preventing injury or death; and

WHEREAS, organi zations such as the Consumer’s Union, the
Children’s Defense Fund, the Anerican Veterinary Medi cal
Associ ation, the Humane Society of the United States, the
Ameri can Humane Associ ation, the Doris Day Ani mal League,
the Society for Animal Protective Legislation, the Wrld
Wldlife Fund, the Anerican Kennel Club and the Pet Food
Institute support the health and safety of children and
animals and favor the passage of legislation that requires
a bittering agent to be added to antifreeze; and

WHEREAS, the cost to add the nost common bittering agent,
denat oni um benzoate, to antifreeze is approxinmately 2 to 3
cents per gallon, and by law, antifreeze manufacturers in
Oregon and California already nust include this bittering
agent; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors supports
the health and safety of children and aninmals; and

WHEREAS, Congress has introduced |egislation in the House
to require the inclusion of denatonium benzoate at a

m ni mum of 30 parts per mllion as a bittering agent to any
engi ne cool ant or antifreeze that contains nore than 10
percent ethyl ene gl ycol

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors hereby urges Congress to help cities
protect children and animals by enacting legislation to
requi re denatoni um benzoate as an additive to antifreeze
t hat contains ethylene glycol; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors hereby urges the Admi nistration to advance this



| egislation this year to help avoid further harmto
children and ani mal s.



SUPPORTI NG AN AVERI CAN CENTER FOR CURES

WHEREAS, every day, even though new scientific

br eakt hr oughs are encouragi ng, Anericans continually | ose
t heir personal battles agai nst disease and these

di scoveri es and breakt hroughs that create hope for future
cures are of little confort to those suffering fromlife-
t hreat eni ng di seases that remain unresol ved; and

WHEREAS, for tens of mllions of individuals and their
famlies affected by devastating illness, the urgency to
find cures is a matter of personal survival; and

WHEREAS, di seases strike all Anmericans, regardless of their
race, religion, gender, political party, age, insurance
status, or any other denographic identification and we w ||
all be beneficiaries of finding cures to chronic and

term nal illnesses; and

WHEREAS, finding cures not only inproves the health of
mankind, it will inprove our economc well being and it is
said that by sinply delaying the onset of Al zheinmer’s

di sease by five years, our state Medicaid budget crises for
long termcare would be conpletely solved; and

VWHEREAS, the Anerican Center for Cures, with cabinet-1|evel

authority, wll possess unique skill sets and tools,
operational flexibility, nulti-year budgeting, and public
accountability, will have the capacity to convert the
urgency felt by mllions of Anericans personally affected

by deadly and debilitating di sease into concrete,
deli berate and unrelenting work to find cures; and

WHEREAS, al t hough this endeavor is the Manhattan Project of
this century, the Anerican Center for Cures would not be
about building institutions or assenbling turf for its
stewardship — its purpose would be to use Anerica’ s great
strength, intensely focused on applied nedical science

di scovery; and

WHEREAS, the Anerican Center for Cures will be accountable
by one neasure only, this uniquely focused organization
with nmulti-disciplinary teans of research scientists,

bi ol ogi sts, technol ogi sts, chem sts, nmathematicians and
engi neers, working together on each di sease in a Manhattan
Proj ect/ moon-shot |i ke approach, gives Anerica a rea
opportunity, once and for all, to conbat cancers, diabetes,



Al zhei nmer’ s, Parkinson’s, AIDS, heart disease, nenta

il nesses and many ot her di seases that have plagued Anerica
and the world for ages; and

VWHEREAS, the Anmerican Center for Cures will be the bridge
bet ween the prom se of scientific opportunities and the
reality of our nation’s health needs and will, uniquely,

t ake what ever actions are necessary to devel op and deliver
cures,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges the establishnment of the American Center for
Cures, adequately funded, and the creation of a cabinet

| evel position supporting and guiding its efforts.



METROPCLI TAN MEDI CAL RESPONSE

WHEREAS, |ocal city governnents provide the first |ine of
defense for their citizens, and first responders are the
ones who deal wth the health needs of survivors follow ng
a catastrophic event in their community; and

VWHEREAS, the Metropolitan Medi cal Response (MVRS) program
assists jurisdictions in devel opi ng plans, conducting
trai ni ng and exerci ses, and acquiring pharnmaceutical s and
personal protective equipnent to respond to a nmass casualty
event during the first crucial hours followng a terrori st
act, an epidem c di sease outbreak, an incident involving
hazardous materials, or a natural disaster; and

VWHEREAS, the MVRS programlinks fire and police responders
wi th other nunicipal, county and state agencies and the
private sector; and

VWHEREAS, MVRS organi zes an | nteragency Threat Assessnent
Group that shares intelligence with direct delivery
conponents of the emergency response system such as

anbul ance conpanies, fire service, hazardous materials
responders, and allied | aw enforcenent agencies. Sharing
of information greatly enhances the working relationship
bet ween agenci es and makes for a nore effective response to
threats or actual incidents; and

WHEREAS, the 124 | ocal MVRS prograns in the United States
protect 70 percent of the American popul ation; and

WHEREAS, MVRS coordi nates, trains, and sponsors directed
drills and exercises for responses to terrorist-initiated
events, which are large scale events that require the
coordi nation and direct service delivery from many

or gani zati ons; and

VWHEREAS, MVRS systens have identified shortfalls in
training and response for various Chem cal, Biological,
Radi ol ogi cal , Nucl ear and Expl osi ve (CBRNE) situations,
including initiating training prograns to certify
paranedi cs to adm ni ster imuni zations. Such abilities
will be critical in the face of a biological epidem c such
as smal | pox; and



WHEREAS, training is provided by MVRS to inprove first
responder ability to recognize a chem cal, biol ogical and
ot her WVMD agents, and to nodify the response for such an
energency, as well as direct training on persona
protective equi pnent for such events and how to treat
civilians who have been exposed; and

WHEREAS, MVRS systens have plans for treating the first
responder and famlies of first responders in the event of
a biol ogi cal event; and

WHEREAS, MVRS systens, unlike Public Health workers, who
are not trained or well experienced in operating the

I nci dent Command System wutilize the systemas a core
aspect of how they are organi zed and respond to events; and

VWHEREAS, given that, in the face of a WVMD threat, or actual
WWD event, an estimated 50 people will self-refer to a
hospital to every one person who may have had exposure,
MVRS systens have plans for rapidly expanding the
heal t hcare system and protecting hospital infrastructure;
and

VWHEREAS, recruitment, training, and coordination of nedica
professionals, including retired doctors, nurses, nental
health professionals, is the responsibility of MVRS, so
that they can effectively function within an Incident
Command Systemin an actual event; and

WHEREAS, the CDC and ot her federal resources may recognize
a biological event and ship the Strategi c National
Stockpile to a city. However, once the nedications are
received at a local airport, there is no provision to
offload the aircraft, store the nedications, sub-divide the
nmedi cations, or coordinate dispensing sites at the street

| evel w thout the MVRS; and

WHEREAS, MVRS recruits, trains, and organi zes pharnacy
professionals into efficient task forces to respond in the
case of a biological WW event; and

WHEREAS, sone MVRS cities have trai ned upwards of 7,000
persons in terrorismpreparedness,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors calls on the federal governnment to rel ease the ful
$50 mllion appropriated for the MVRS programin FY 2004 to



sustain this “all hazards” response capability to protect
our nation's cities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of Mayors
calls on Congress to authorize and fully fund the MVRS
programto ensure that our nation’'s first responders have
the resources they need to efficiently and effectively
respond to disasters in their local communities.



NATI ONAL REUNI ON REG STRY FOR SI BLI NGS SEPARATED
IN THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM

VWHEREAS, the Child Wl fare League and the Anerican
Psychol ogi cal Associ ati on have voiced the inportance of
sibling reunification anongst those separated in the foster
care system and

WHEREAS, siblings separated by placenent in different hones
suffer fromthe lack of a centralized registry in which to
| ocat e one anot her; and

WHEREAS, there is recognized nental health significance to
the reunification of separated siblings, as well as
physi cal health ramfications; and

WHEREAS, national |egislation to create a national reunion
registry for adopted adults, siblings and birth parents has
been introduced and passed in the United States Senate
(nmost recently S 1487 in 1997); and

WHEREAS, such | egislation created a national Voluntary

Mut ual Reunion registry established at the Departnent of
Heal t h and Human Resources which coul d be accessed through
mut ual consent in a signed notarized statenent,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors encourages Congress to pass

| egislation creating a national, voluntary, nutual reunion
registry for siblings separated in the foster care system
as well as for adopted adults and birth parents.



SUPPORTI NG EFFORTS I N THE PREVENTI ON AND TREATMENT
OF OBESI TY AND OVERWEI GHT

VWHEREAS, over 64 percent of American adults are either
obese or overweight; and in the past decade, the preval ence
of obesity and overwei ght has increased by 70 and 12
percent, respectively; and

VWHEREAS, obesity is the second | eading cause of preventable
deaths resulting in over 300,000 deaths in the United
States; and obesity is correlated with 30 nedical
conditions, including Type 2 diabetes, coronary heart

di sease, hypertension, and osteoarthritis; and

WHEREAS, approxi mately 15 percent of children and

adol escents (ages 6 to 19) are obese and about 30 percent
of children and adol escents are overweight; and in the past
25 years, the preval ence of obesity in children (ages 6 to
11) has nore than quadrupl ed and the preval ence of obesity
i n adol escents (ages 12-19) has nore than doubled; and in

t he past three decades, the preval ence of overwei ght

chil dren and adol escents has increased approximately 11
percent; and

WHEREAS, obesity and overweight in children and adol escents
are predictors of excess weight in adulthood and are
associated with increased norbidity and nortality; and
obesity and overweight are correlated wth asthma, type 2
di abet es, hypertension, orthopedic conplications, psycho-
social effects, stigma, and sl eep apnea in children; and

VWHEREAS, in 2003 approximately $75 billion in nedica
expenditures were attributed to obesity, half of which were
fi nanced by Medi care and Medi caid; and

WHEREAS, overwei ght and obesity disproportionately affects
African Anericans, Hi spanic Americans, Native Americans,
wonen and persons of | ow soci oeconom ¢ status within

m nority popul ations,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors recogni zes obesity and overwei ght as
condi tions that can persist from chil dhood to adul t hood,
that are associated with chronic di sease, and that cause
preventabl e and premature deaths in adults, adol escents and
children; and



BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayor s encourages and supports local |eadership in obesity
and overwei ght prevention; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors supports policies and public health prograns that
reduce obesity and overwei ght and i nprove wel |l ness such as
comuni ty-w de canpai gns, “point-of decision” pronpts,
school - based physical education, school-based health
education, nedia canpai gns, social support prograns,

i ndi vi dual | y-adapted health behavi or change, i nproved
access to places for physical activity, infornmational
outreach activities, and | and use planning and community
desi gn; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayor s encour ages and supports a range of public health
interventions to address | and use, environmental, cultural,
soci oeconomi ¢, and behavioral factors associated with
obesity and overwei ght; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors supports the devel opnent of policies that address
social injustices that contributes to the disproportionate
burden of obesity and overwei ght anong under-represented,

| owincone, and socially disadvantaged popul ati ons; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayor s encourages and supports partnershi ps anong | ocal,
state, federal agencies, community groups and private
organi zations in their efforts to reduce obesity and
overwei ght; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors encourages the federal, state and | ocal governnents
to allocate funding and resources to the prevention and
treatment of obesity and overwei ght.



EARNED | NCOVE TAX CREDI T PRE- CERTI FI CATI ON

WHEREAS, in 2002, the federal Earned Incone Tax Credit
(BEITCO lifted 4.9 mllion people, including 2.7 mllion
chil dren, above the poverty line-nore than any ot her
federal aid program and

VWHEREAS, currently, the value of the EITC credit is $36
billion, to the benefit of 22 mIlion hard working, |ow
income famlies and individuals; and

VWHEREAS, the EITC represents noney earned by hard working,
low incone famlies and in no way represents a give-away,
and

VWHEREAS, the EITC provi des enornous econom ¢ benefit to our
communi ties because recipients spend their EITC dollars on
goods and services within our comunities; and

VWHEREAS, beyond reduci ng poverty, the EITC pronotes work,
reduces inconme inequity and hel ps | ow i ncome wor ki ng
famlies build assets; and

WHEREAS, despite great opposition fromthe U S. Conference
of Mayors, nmenbers of Congress and many nati ona

organi zations, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

i npl emented a new "certification" process in Decenber 2003
whi ch required 25,000 EITC applicants to be "certified"
before they could receive their EITC benefits; and

VWHEREAS, the IRS plans to “pre-certify” an additional
25,000 EITC applicants in July 2004 prior to know ng the
initial inpact of these requirenents through a

conpr ehensi ve eval uati on; and

WHEREAS, the extensive docunentation required for this pre-
certification may be difficult, if not inpossible, to
obtain within the proposed six nonth deadline and w |
inevitably deter many eligible famlies fromeven applying
for the EITC benefit to which they are entitled under
federal |aw, and

WHEREAS, the conplications of the “pre-certification”
process will inevitably cause delays in EITC refunds of
such filers, refunds that fam lies count on for basic
living expenses; and



WHEREAS, the IRS has indicated that it nay expand the “pre-
certification” requirenents to approximately two mllion
filers for the comng filing seasons, and do so prior to
knowi ng the initial inmpact of these requirenents through a
conpr ehensi ve eval uation; and

WHEREAS, the IRS appears to be targeting | ow i ncome worki ng
famlies applying for the EITC benefit while not requiring
pre-certification for tax shelters purchased by
corporati ons or tax benefits clainmed by higher incone

i ndi vi dual s,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors calls on Congress to address any
delays in tax returns that EITC filers have experienced due
to the certification and pre-certification procedures; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of Mayors
opposes the IRS initiative to continue and expand the EI TC
pre-certification procedures; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Conference of Mayors
calls on Congress to prohibit any further inplenentation of
new ElI TC requirenents w thout proper Congressiona

aut hori zation; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Conference of Mayors
urges Congress and the IRS to sinplify EITC so that al

t hose who are eligible can and will apply for their justly
deserved tax credit.



SUPPORTI NG SECTI ON 8 FUNDI NG

WHEREAS, Section 8 voucher assistance is critical to
ensuring affordable housing currently for approxinmately 2
mllion famlies, elderly and disabl ed households in our
cities nationw de; and

VWHEREAS, mayors and their residents who receive Section 8
vouchers are facing a serious crisis as a result of a
policy guidance by the U S. Departnent of Housing and Urban
Devel opnent (HUD) based on Congressional |aw, and

VWHEREAS, Congress allocated an additional $1 billion
dollars in the FY 2004 budget with the intent to fund every
Section 8 voucher allocated throughout the country; and

WHEREAS, contrary to this congressional action, HUD pl ans
to inplement a renewal funding formula in FY 2004 for
Section 8 vouchers based on costs incurred by the program
as of August 2003 (adjusted for inflation), rather than
actual cost data, which outpaces HUD s adjustnent factor;
and

WHEREAS, jurisdictions across the country will be forced to
make an i medi ate decision to cancel existing Section 8
voucher contracts, reduce the federal subsidy and/or
requi re the nost needy citizens to pay higher rents in
excess of 30%of their nonthly inconme; and

WHEREAS, the President’s proposed budget for FY 2005
contains a Fl exi bl e Voucher Program which proposes to bl ock
grant Section 8 voucher funding to |ocal Public Housing

Aut horities (PHAs); and

VWHEREAS, the Fl exible Voucher program does not provide
adequate funding levels to fully fund every Section 8
voucher currently allocated; and

WHEREAS, approxi mately 250,000 Section 8 vouchers woul d be
el i m nated across the country based on the FY 2005 proposed
fundi ng requests, resulting in unforeseen housing and
financial hardships by the nost needy of our |owinconme
popul ati on and wor ki ng poor,

WHEREAS, in addition to elimnating existing famlies from
the Section 8 voucher program the far-reaching effects of
t he Fl exi bl e Voucher proposal could result in (1) higher



rent paynents by those citizens who can | east afford an
increase, (2) private landlords less wlling to participate
in the programif subsidies are elimnated or unreliable,
whi ch woul d severely reduce the already |imted housing
choi ces for | owincone househol ds that have been avail abl e
over the past few years, and (3) fewer vouchers avail able
for famlies, elderly and di sabl ed househol ds who have been
waiting for years to receive a Section 8 voucher; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of
Mayors urges HUD to reconsider its FY 2004 renewal funding
formula and fully fund every Section 8 voucher currently in
use across the country; and urges Congress to continue to
fully fund in FY 2005 every Section 8 voucher currently

al | ocat ed.



ENDI NG CHRONI C HOVEL ESSNESS:
ENDORSI NG SAMARI TAN | NI TI ATI VE
AND ENDI NG LONG TERM HOVELESSNESS SERVI CES | NI TI ATl VE

WHEREAS, mayors are commtted to ending chronic
honel essness in our nation’s cities; and

VWHEREAS, chronically honel ess individuals, those with the
nost persistent forns of honel essness, are afflicted not
only by poverty but also by severe conditions such as
mental illness and substance abuse; and

WHEREAS, mayors and cities are on the front lines of the
response to chronic honel essness; and

VWHEREAS, in order to make housing for the chronically
homel ess work, supportive services are necessary to
mtigate health, substance abuse, and nental health
probl ens; and

WHEREAS, research suggests that supportive housi ng nodel s
to end chronic honel essness are highly effective and that
the cost of providing supportive housing is substantially
of fset by savings in the nost expensive systens of
community care including hospitalizations, jails, and other
correctional facilities; and

WHEREAS, these supportive strategies inprove the quality of
life for both the individuals being housed and the
comunity at |arge; and

WHEREAS, the abolition of chronic honel essness requires

col | aboration and coordination at all |evels of governnent,
together with community institutions, businesses, and
faith-based organi zations, to determ ne how best to

i npl ement prevention and intervention strategies; and

VWHEREAS, approximately 110 cities have comritted to create
jurisdictionally-based 10-Year plans to end chronic

honel essness in response to the resolution passed in the
2003 Annual Meeting in partnership with the U S.

I nt eragency Council on Honel essness and U.S. Departnent of
Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Interagency Council on Homel essness has
been neeting with mayors across the country to foster 10-



Year Plans in partnership with all sectors of the
conmuni ty,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of
Mayors endorses the Administration’s FY 2005 $70 mllion
mul ti -agency budget proposal for the Samaritan Initiative,
which will help cities inplenent housing and supportive
services strategies to end chronic honel essness; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of Myors
supports an increased investnent of at least $45 million to
be included in the Substance Abuse Mental Health Services
Adm nistration’s Projects of Regional and National
Significance for the Ending Long Term Honel essness Service
Initiative to add to the on-site supportive services of the
Samaritan Initiative.



SUPPCRT FOR HUD S ZERO DONPAYMENT FHA PROPOSAL

WHEREAS, the U.S. honeownership rate has reached record

| evels, with 68.6% of households (72.6 mllion) currently
owni ng their own hones; and,

WHEREAS, extendi ng honeownership to nore famlies has been
a national priority because of the great financial and
soci al benefits that result from honmeownership; and,

WHEREAS, honeownership is very effective both as a wealth-
building tool for famlies and a comunity-buil ding tool
for nei ghborhoods; and,

WHEREAS, m nority honeownership rates are not equal to that
of non-nmnorities. In the 4'" quarter of 2003, 50.6 percent
of mnority househol ds owned their own honmes conpared to a
non- Hi spanic white rate of 75.5 percent; and,

VWHEREAS, President Bush and the Departnent of Housing and
Ur ban Devel opnent (HUD) devel oped the Blueprint for the
American Dreaminitiative |ast year to close the mnority
homeownership gap and create 5.5 mllion new mnority
homeowners by the end of the decade; and,

WHEREAS, the downpaynent is often an unwarranted obstacle
to honeownership, especially for mnority and | ow and
noder ate-incone famlies. A recent Federal Reserve study

i ndi cated that renoving the downpaynent for African-
American and Hi spanic famlies would have a far greater

i npact on honmeownership rates than | owering interest rates;
and

WHEREAS, HUD believes that FHA can be a primary vehicle for
closing this gap and increasing the nunber of mnority and
| ow and noderate-incone famlies able to achieve

homeowner ship. FHA has a |long and strong record of

assi sting those not served by conventional markets; and

WHEREAS, the “Zero Downpaynent proposal” wll enpower FHA

with an additional tool to fulfill its mandate to serve
those famlies underserved in the private market. This
initiative wll increase homeownership opportunities for

mnority and | ow and noderate-inconme famlies who can
handl e the responsibilities of honeownership but find it
difficult to save for a downpaynent.



THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, that the US Conference of Mayors
goes on record supporting HUD s FHA Zer o Downpaynent
pr oposal .



SUPPCORTI NG PRESERVATI ON OF AFFORDABLE HOUSI NG

WHEREAS, the availability of affordable housing in our
nation’'s cities is a mpjor concern of our mayors and
citizens; and

WHEREAS, there is a shortage of housing that is affordable
and available to | ow- and noderat e-i ncone househol ds; and

WHEREAS, three in ten renter househol ds pay nore than 30%
of their incomes for housing, and for extrenely | owincone
househol ds this nunber rises to eight in ten; and

WHEREAS, many private assisted housing units have
affordability comritnents that have expired or will soon
expire and can therefore be expected to convert to market-
rate housing unless there is federal support for
transactions that preserve affordability; and

WHEREAS, affordable properties are aging and face

i ncreasing costs for nmajor repair and rehabilitation and
could potentially be |lost due to deterioration w thout
governnment intervention; and

WHEREAS, despite the significant costs associated with
repai r and mai nt enance, affordabl e housing preservation is
typically far nore cost efficient than the creation of new
af f ordabl e housi ng stock; and

WHEREAS, tax penalties incurred at the sale of subsidized
properties in order to recapture tax benefits received by
the owner - commonly referred to as “exit taxes” - often
act as a significant disincentive for the transfer and
preservation of federally subsidized housing units; and

WHEREAS, the Internal Revenue Code prohibits the use of
| owincone housing tax credits to assist buil dings that
have received assistance through the Section 8 Mderate
Rehabi litati on Program and consequently restricts the

resources available to preserve many affordabl e housing
uni ts;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of
Mayors generally supports efforts to preserve affordable
housi ng units, and recogni zes preservation as an inportant
conponent of efforts to address the current shortage of

af f ordabl e housing in our cities; and



BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U. S. Conference of Mayors
supports the passage of a federal policy, such as the one
proposed in H R 3485, which would provide exit tax relief
to owners of federally-assisted properties who sell these
properties to purchasers who agree to keep them affordabl e;
and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U. S. Conference of Myors
supports the repeal of the |ow-incone housing tax credit

di squalification for buildings that have received

assi stance through the Section 8 Mdderate Rehabilitation
program as proposed in H R 4289.



ENDORSI NG PUBLI C HOUSI NG REFORM DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM KNOWN AS
FREEDOM TO HOUSE

VWHEREAS, President Bush has asked Congress to create a
denonstration programin 2005 call ed Freedomto House,
whi ch is designed to inprove public housing; and

VWHEREAS, experience gained fromthe existing Mwving to Wrk
pi |l ot program shows that residents benefit fromthe
increased flexibility given to Public Housing Authorities
(PBAs); and

WHEREAS, participating PHAs have concluded that Myving to
Work encourages residents to seek enpl oynent, work nore
steadily, and pursue opportunities to increase their

i ncome; and

WHEREAS, the denonstration sought by the President wll
provide greater flexibility for PHAs to admi nister their

| ow rent housing units and nove toward asset- based
managenent, a fundanental reconmendation of the
congressional |l y mandat ed Harvard Public Housing Cost Study
and the M| I ennial Housing Comm ssion; and

WHEREAS, participating PHAs will also be able to conbine
capital and operating funds to utilize HUD s rental
assi stance nore effectively; and

WHEREAS, this denonstration will advance our know edge of
wor kabl e public housing reforns that pronote the quality of
life of famlies residing in public housing, as well as
good property managenent and the continuing preservation of
| ow rent housi ng.

THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of
Mayors, in partnership with the Federal governnent, w shes
to help i nprove public housing by supporting the Freedomto
House denonstration program and strongly encourages PHAs to
participate in this program



I N SUPPORT OF HUD' s OFFI CE OF HEALTHY HOVES BUDGET AND SENATOR
BOND AND M KULSKI' S REQUEST FOR $50 M LLION I N ADDI TI ONAL FY ' 05
FUNDI NG FOR LEAD SAFE CI Tl ES

WHEREAS, the Centers for D sease Control and Prevention
(CDC) identify childhood | ead poisoning as the country’s
nunber one nost preventabl e environnental health hazard;

WHEREAS, According to CDC, nearly 22% of African-Anmerican
children living in ol der homes have el evated bl ood | ead
levels. Mnority children in | owincome nei ghborhoods are
di sproportionately at risk of exposures to |ead hazards;

WHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors and DuPont
partnered to create Cities United for Science Progress
(CUSP) and through CUSP, by the end of 2004 over $2.25
mllion in grants will have been awarded to Mayors to nake
their cites |ead safe.

WHEREAS, Senators Christopher “Kit” Bond and Barbara

M kul ski, chanpi ons of the Lead Hazard Reduction
Denonstration grant program funded by the Departnment of
Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent (HUD) in 2003 and recently
renewed for 2004, have succeeded in appropriating $50
mllion per year to cities with the greatest risk of
chi | dhood exposures to | ead hazards.

WHEREAS, thirty-three communities applied for the grants in
2003; twenty $2 - $3 million grants were awarded for a
total of $49.6 million, including the following fifteen
cities: Baltinore, MD, Boston, MA;, Chicago, IL; develand,
OH, Grand Rapids, M; Los Angeles, CA;, Menphis, TN

M | waukee, W ; New York, NY; Philadel phia, PA, Rochester,
NY; San Francisco, CA; St. Louis, MO Syracuse, NY
Washi ngt on, DC.

WHEREAS, The US Conference of Mayors was an early supporter
in 2003 of the Bond-M kul ski grant program and efforts by

i ndustry | eaders and non-profit organi zations, such as the
Children's Health Forum to eradicate chil dhood | ead

poi soning in US cities.

VWHEREAS, the Children’s Health Forum chaired by forner
Executive Director of the NAACP, Dr. Benjam n Hooks, and
former HUD Secretary Jack Kenp, hel ped establish the $50
mllion grant programby calling on legislators to prevent
and elimnate chil dhood exposures to | ead hazards.



VWHEREAS, The US Conference of Myors, Senators Bond and

M kul ski, The Children’s Health Forum and other industry
supporters have worked tirelessly on behalf of children to
secure federal funding that will directly benefit the
cities who need the nost help.

THEREFORE, be it Resolved that the US Conference of Myors:

Commends Senators Bond and M kul ski, the Children’s
Heal th Forum and others in the non-profit and private
sector for successfully joining with the USCMin
fighting for renewal the $50 nmillion Lead Hazard
Reducti on Denonstration grant program for 2004, and
calls on Congress and the President to support funding
again for FY 2005.

Supports the Children’s Health Forumand its outreach
efforts at the local |levels dedicated to educating the
public about |ead safety practices and | ead hazard
awar eness.

Opposes any cuts to HUD s FY2005 budget for the O fice
of Heal thy Honmes, and supports an increase in federal
fundi ng dedicated to | ead hazard prevention, contro
and renedi ation efforts.

Calls on all concerned nmenbers of the USCMto

i npl enent proactive, results-orientated strategies
that include public-private partnerships in pursuit of
maki ng their cities | ead-safe by the year 2010.

Urges governnent officials to vigorously enforce | ead-
rel ated federal, state, and | ocal |aws, including
those requiring property owners to inform occupants
about the risks of |ead hazards, to abate any | ead
hazards in their properties, and to prevent any such
hazards fromarising in the future.

Encourages cities, non-profits, and interested

busi nesses to creatively engage in public-private
partnerships to i npl ement best practices to advance
the elimnation of |ead hazards and the eradication of
| ead poi soni ng.



SUPPORT FOR THE ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT ADM NI STRATI ON ( EDA)

WHEREAS, the Econom c Devel opnent Adm ni stration (EDA)

provi des grants for infrastructure devel opnent, | ocal
capacity building, and busi ness devel opnent to help
communities alleviate conditions of substantial and

persi stent unenpl oynent and underenpl oynent in economcally
di stressed areas and regions; and

WHEREAS, since 1965, EDA has invested nore than $16 billion
in grants across all prograns, including |ocal public works
and special initiatives such as responding to natural

di sasters and defense conversion, and has generated nore
than $36 billion in private investnent; and

WHEREAS, EDA' s public works investnents generate $10. 08

mllion private sector investnment and $10.13 nillion in
| ocal tax base for every $1.0 mllion of EDA funds; and

VWHEREAS, EDA provides the capacity at the local |evel that
al l ows distressed areas to develop their own | ocally-based
conpr ehensi ve econom ¢ devel opnent strategies; and

VWHEREAS, EDA supports | ocal progranms that target assistance

to specific econonm c devel opnent needs in distressed
comruni ties; and

VWHEREAS, EDA hel ps finance long-terminvestnents needed to
di versity |l ocal econom cs and create jobs,

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESCLVED, the U.S. Conference of Myors
strongly supports the reauthorization of the Economc
Devel opnent Admi ni stration;

BE | T ALSO RESOLVED, that the Conference of Mayors al so
supports full funding for the Econom c Devel opnent
Admi ni strati on.



SUPPORTI NG THE GOVERNMENT SPONSORED ENTERPRI SES

WHEREAS, Congress has chartered the Governnent Sponsored
Enterprises (GSEs) — Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac — to serve
as a secondary market and thereby bring liquidity to the
nor t gage mar ket; and

VWHEREAS, Fanni e Mae and Freddi e Mac, through their prudent
nort gage | endi ng, have greatly expanded affordabl e housing
t hrough the purchase of single and nmultifam |y nortgages
benefiting | ow- and noderat e-i ncomre honebuyers, residents
of distressed inner cities and | ower-incone renters; and

WHEREAS, mi xed-incone nei ghborhoods are critical to the
success of cities; and

VWHEREAS, the GSEs have nmade renewed conmmitnents to

af f ordabl e housi ng and serving | ow and noder at e-i ncone
honmebuyers and renters;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED THAT THE United States
Conf erence of Mayors hereby adopts the follow ng policy
regardi ng the Governnent Sponsored Enterprises:

Any | egi sl ati on enacted by Congress shoul d ensure that
the critical role that the GSEs play in the nation’s
housi ng fi nance system be mai ntai ned and strengt hened,;

Any | egi sl ati on enacted by Congress shoul d ensure that
those with expertise in housing policy hold regulatory
authority over the GSE s housing m ssion; and

Regul ati ons neant to encourage the GSEs to do nore for
af f ordabl e housing nust al so ensure that the conpanies
are able to neet their m ssion of providing | ow- cost
credit to mddle-incone borrowers and m xed-i ncone
comunities, while pressing the GSEs to continue to do
nmore in | owincome communities.



SUPPORTI NG THE EFFORT TO ENCOURAGE THE CONSTRUCTI ON
OF HOUSI NG W TH FEATURES THAT PROVI DE BASI C
ACCESS AND FUNCTI ONALI TY TO ALL OCCUPANTS AND VI SI TORS

VWHEREAS, no federal regulations or progranms presently exi st
t hat encourage or require individual single-fam |y houses,
mul ti pl e-story townhouses, mnultiple-housing unit buildings
containing |l ess than four housing units, and ot her

mul tiple-housing unit buildings | ocated on properties that
contain less than a total of eight housing units, to be
constructed with practical features that provide basic
access and functionality for people of all ages and w dely
varying nmobility and anbul atory-rel ated abilities; and

WHEREAS, nany people if all ages and wi dely varying

mobi lity and anmbul atory-rel ated abilities are discouraged
fromvisiting famly and friends because of fundanental
design barriers that prohibit or nake access to and
functionality within nost housing inpractical to many; and

WHEREAS, there is very limted nunber of residences
avai l abl e for purchase or rent with features that provide
basi ¢ access and functionality to people of all ages and
wi dely varying nobility and anbul atory-rel ated abilities;
and

VWHEREAS, the proportion of the general population with
special nobility needs who continue to remain active is
i ncreasing due to nedi cal and technol ogi cal advances; and

VWHEREAS, at sone point in life, many people incur an
extended tenporary or permanent condition that results in
physical limtations or special needs related to nobility
or to performng basic daily life tasks; and

WHEREAS, increasingly nore people are facing or wll face

| oss of independence and having to | eave their hones for
institutional or assisted care living facilities, becom ng
nore dependent on social and public services because nost
homes do not provide basic access and functionality
features for people of all ages and widely varying nobility
and anbul atory-related abilities; and

WHEREAS, the cost of installing basic access and

functionality features for people of all ages and w dely
varying nmobility and anbul atory-related abilities during
the construction process is significantly |ower than the



cost of installing those sane features after construction;
and

WHEREAS, a program such as “Practical Housing for Al

(PHA) ", the purpose of which is: (a) to create awareness
anong designers, builders, and the conmunity at |arge of
the need for providing basic access and functionality
features for people of all ages and widely varying nobility
and anbul atory-related abilities; and (b) to encourage

t hose fundanental elenents being included on the first or
main floor of new housing units that are not otherw se
regul ated with respect to accessibility features; and

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of all citizens to encourage
the construction of nore housing with practical functional
features that offers residents and visitors alike,

regardl ess of individual nobility and anbul atory abilities,
t he fundanental freedomto enter and use a hone.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that the Conference of
Mayors supports the purpose of Practical Housing for Al
(PHA) and efforts to encourage the voluntary inclusion of
the m ni mum basic practical features as described herein
whi ch a foster independence and enabl e people of all ages
and widely varying nobility and anbul atory-rel ated
abilities to function in the residential environnent.

BE | T ALSO RESCLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors supports
pronotional efforts such as honebuil der and buyer awareness
outreach, prioritized devel opnent review and permt
processi ng consi deration, and certification and recognition
awards to builders that voluntarily construct PHA-eligible
housi ng, including new housing units that are not otherw se
regul ated by federal or state with respect to accessibility
f eat ures.



SUPPORT FOR HOPE VI

WHEREAS, the Hope VI Program was established as a Nati onal

Action Program to eradicate severely distressed public
housi ng; and

WHEREAS, hundreds of mllions of dollars have been
appropriated to the Hope VI Programto assist local public
housing authorities in the elimnation of substandard
residential housing and |living conditions; and

VWHEREAS, the Hope VI Program has been an inportant catalyst
for transformng distressed and disinvested neighborhoods
into viable m xed incone residential comunities; and

VWHEREAS, prior investnents in the Hope VI Program has been
successf ul in creating mxed income and diversified
af f ordabl e housi ng opportunities for citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Hope VI Program has attracted a w de range of
private investnment resources to reinforce public housing
resources to fund the cost of public housing assisted
units; and

WHEREAS, there is need to nodify the Hope VI Program and
rel ease sone of the regulatory burdens placed on public
housing assisted wunits 1in mxed-income conmunities to
assist in leveraging private investnents that is key to the
success of the Hope VI Program and its neighborhood
revitalization objectives.

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED that the US Congress should
sustain and increase funding appropriations for the Hope VI
Program and nodify the programto authorize a nixed incone,
m xed financed community devel opnent program that is based
on realistic and reasonable market assunptions. Thi s
nodi fi ed program approach will enhance the HOPE VI program
and provide increased access for |low and noderate incone
citizens to obtain affordable housing, naximze private
i nvestnent and ease the federal burden for inplenmenting the
program

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that HUD and Hope VI policy allow

housi ng near places of enpl oynent including sonme industrial
zoni ng which nmeet smart growth goal s.



FEDERAL HOVELAND SECURI TY FUNDI NG FOR FI RST RESPONDERS

WHEREAS, Anerica’ s mayors are 100 percent commtted to the
homel and war agai nst terrorism and

WHEREAS, cities throughout the nation have already

dedi cat ed unprecedented, and nostly unbudgeted, resources
to the new war on terrorismas detailed in surveys rel eased
by the Conference of Mayors; and

WHEREAS, over $7 billion in new fundi ng has been
appropriated by Congress for Fiscal Years 2003 and 2004 for
first responder assistance; and

WHEREAS, despite a major |obbying effort by the nation’s
mayors - in partnership with local first responders
including police chiefs, fire chiefs, police officers and
fire officers — the majority of this funding has been sent
t hrough the states; and

VWHEREAS, two 50 state surveys conducted by the Conference
of Mayors Honel and Security Monitoring Center in Septenber
of 2003 and January of 2004 found that a majority of cities
had not yet received funding fromthe | argest federal first
responder progranm nmany states had chosen to send funding
to regional or county governnments; and probl ens exi st
regarding the involvenent of cities in state planning
processes; and

WHEREAS, because each state can establish its own funding
distribution plan, |ocal governnents do not have a

predi ctabl e source of funding that can be integrated into
| ocal honel and security plans; and

WHEREAS, there has not been established a detailed,
transparent nonitoring systemto track the federal funding
t hrough the states to | ocal governnents and first
responders; and

VWHEREAS, President Bush acknow edged that a | ogj am exi sted
in the states on this funding during the Conference of
Mayors’ 72" Wnter Meeting in January of 2004, and pl edged
to help “unstick” the funds; and

WHEREAS, Departnent of Honel and Security (DHS) Secretary
Tom Ri dge i mredi ately responded to the President’s
statements by form ng a special Task Force on State and
Local Homel and Security Funding, with the Conference of



Mayors top three officers and Crimnal and Social Justice
Commttee Chair serving as nenbers; and

WHEREAS, that DHS Task Force has been working to refine the
exi sting funding systemthrough the states to ensure that
fundi ng reaches | ocal first responders quickly and
efficiently; and

VWHEREAS, the DHS Task Force has identified a nunber of
structural problens that have accounted for funding
difficulties including, but not limted to, the

rei mbursenment nature of the programand the nultiple |ayers
of governnental involvenent in funding distribution; and

VWHEREAS, the Task Force did not address the issue of direct
fundi ng; and

WHEREAS, the Adm nistrations FY 2005 budget includes a

request for $3.2 billion in additional first responders
assi stance, and with the exception of the $500 mllion

requested for fire grants, the remaining fundi ng woul d

continue to flow through the states; and

VWHEREAS, reauthorization bills currently noving forward in
the United States Senate and House of Representatives woul d
significantly alter the nature of the first responder
program including a provision in the Senate bill to
provide high threat funding directly to | ocal governnents
W t hout a state passthrough,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors calls on the Congress to pass, and the
President to sign, legislation creating a new fornul a-based
first responder funding programw th direct |ocal

assi stance and maximum flexibility to cover costs such as
equi pnment, communi cations interoperability, training,

exerci ses, planning, critical infrastructure protection,
and overtine related to honel and security; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat Congress shoul d approve
retroactive changes to ensure that the nore than $7 billion
in the pipeline, as well as future appropriations, can be
qui ckly and efficiently accessed by | ocal governnents and
first responders including elimnating the rei nbursenent
nature of the first responder program and providi ng pass-

t hrough deadli nes for when funding is sent by the states to
counties or regional governnents.



REQUI RI NG PUERTO RI CO TO DI STRI BUTE FEDERAL FI RST RESPONDER
ASSI STANCE TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

VWHEREAS, Puerto Rico’s Federation of Mayors (PRFM is
committed to the war against terrorism and

WHEREAS, after Septenber 11, 2001 cities throughout Puerto
Rico have tried to all ocate unbudgeted resources to the new
war on terrorisn and

WHEREAS, during the recent state of H gh Alert on the

Nati onal Threat Alert System and Operation Iraqi Freedom
many cities in Puerto Rico were unable to neet the security
requi rements of Hi gh Alert Status; and

VWHEREAS, nmany cities in Puerto Rico |lack the econom c
resources to effectively inplenment adequate training,
equi pnent, and personnel to secure Anerica’ s back door; and

WHEREAS, the commonweal th of Puerto Rico wll submt the
state strategic plan on honel and security with the purpose
of assigning total funding to the state and not |ocal units
of Governnment w thout the | ocal governnents invol venent on
the anal ysis or threat evaluation; and

WHEREAS, the Federation of Mayors in Puerto Rico is
concerned with the comonwealth of Puerto Rico proposed
Honel and Strategic Plan if approved, it will greatly limt
| ocal units of governnents ability to effectively inplenent
first responder prograns, training, and equi pnent,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the Federation of
Mayors in Puerto Rico by this resolution requests the
intervention of The U S. Conference of Mayors and the
Depart nent of Honel and Security to mandate the Conmonweal t h
of Puerto Rico to distribute the 80 percent of Honel and
Security funds to local units of governmnent.



SUPPORT FOR FI RE GRANTS PROGRAM

WHEREAS, since 2000, the Assistance to Firefighters G ant
Program (the Fire Grant Progran) has assisted urban, and
suburban, and rural fire departnents across the country in
the areas of operations and firefighter safety, fire
prevention, and firefighting vehicle acquisition; and

WHEREAS, in the last 12 nonths alone, the Fire G ant
Program has awarded over $695 million to over 8,600 fire
departnents; and

WHEREAS, a fire departnment in the U S. responds to a fire
every 19 seconds; and

VWHEREAS, fire departnents in the U S. are in need of
updat ed equi pment, training and vehicles, as evidenced by
the fact that: one-third of firefighters per shift do not
have a sel f-contai ned breathing apparatus, approximtely
57,000 per shift lack personal protective equipnent, only
13 percent of fire departnents are capable of responding to
a hazmat incident which involves other energency rescue
personnel, and half of all fire engines are over 15 years
ol d; and

WHEREAS, HR 4107, the Assistance to Firefighters G ant
Reaut hori zati on Act of 2004 increases the cap for awards to
mediumto large cities while maintaining the conm tnent of
the programto serve snaller jurisdictions; and

VWHEREAS, the Fire Grant Program has mai ntai ned a high
standard of efficiency and performance in the distribution
of Federal funds; and

VWHEREAS, the fire grant program adm ni stered by DHS
directly funds cities, thereby efficiently expediting the
novenment of federal dollars to local jurisdictions while
providing flexibility to nmeet the equi pnent and training
needs of their departnents,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors supports full funding for the

Assi stance to Firefighters G ant Programw thi n DHS
supports HR 4107 to reauthorize the program and strongly
encour ages Congress to ensure that the programis managed
and adm nistered by the U S. Fire Adm nistration.



EMERGENCY MANAGEMVENT PERFORMANCE GRANT

WHEREAS, the Administration’s Fiscal Year 2005 Budget
request to Congress proposes a 25 percent cap on the use of
funds through the Enmergency Managenent Perfor mance G ant
(EMPG programto support personnel; and for funding to be
reduced by $9 mllion fromFiscal Year 2004; and

WHEREAS, the Enmergency Managenent Performance G ant Program
(EMPG is the single all hazards energency preparedness
grant programin support of capacity building at the state
and | ocal |evel; and

WHEREAS, the EMPG program was created by Congress to be a
50/ 50 federal and state match program and

WHEREAS, the Budget proposal woul d devastate state and

| ocal energency managenent prograns, and consequently the
nation’s emergency response system The National Energency
Managenent Associ ati on conducted an EMPG survey in late
2003 that reveal ed that approximtely 1,522 or 42.9% of
state |l evel positions are supported in part by EMPG funds,
and that 2,174 full-tinme and 1,146 part-tine positions at
the local level are supported by the EMPG program and

WHEREAS, wi t hout adequate nunbers of state and | ocal
personnel to operate the energency nmanagenent system the
infrastructure used to prevent, prepare for, respond to and
recover fromall disasters and enmergencies could coll apse,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges Congress to reject the

Adm ni stration’s proposed 25 percent cap on the use of EMPG
funds for personnel; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the EMPG program shoul d be
fully funded in FY 2005.



ADOPTI NG PUBLI C SAFETY COVMUNI CATI ONS | NTEROPERABI LI TY STANDARDS

WHEREAS, the ability for various public safety first
responders and ot her support agencies to conmuni cate
effectively is crucial to the efficient managenent of
energenci es and di sasters that occur in every community;
and

VWHEREAS, communi cations effectiveness i s contingent upon
t he establishnment of common standards to ensure that

di sparate systens used by various public safety agencies
can interoperate with one another; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Comrunications Comm ssion (FCC) has
mandat ed ANSI/ Tl A/ El AA- 102 Phase-1 (Project-25) suite of
standards for interoperable channels in the 700nmhz. Band
and various other federal agencies including the U S
Department of Justice have chosen Project 25 as there
standard for interoperable radi o communi cati ons.

WHEREAS, nunerous federal agencies including the U S.
Department of Homel and Security and it’s subsidiary

di vi sions have included the Project-25 suite of standards
within their grant guidelines for federal funding

assi stance; and

VWHEREAS, on March 10, 2004, the U S. Departnent of Homrel and
Security issued Version 1.0 of the Statenent of
Requirenents (SOR) for Public Safety Wrel ess

Communi cations and Interoperability outlining the
initiatives needed to inprove interoperability anongst
public safety agencies nationw de; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of the Project-25 suite of standards
for public safety conmunications interoperability by cities
will contribute to the enhancenent of public safety

nati onw de,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors adopts and pronotes the use of the
ANSI / TI A/ El AA- 102 Phase-1 (Project-25) suite of standards
for public safety communications in all cities across the
United States of Anerica.



THE COPS PROGRAM

WHEREAS, ten years ago this year, with the strong support
of America’ s mayors and | aw enforcenent | eaders, the United
St at es Congress passed the Public Safety Partnership and
Communi ty Policing Act, which becane | aw on Cctober 1, 1994
and created the Ofice of Community Oriented Policing
Services (COPS); and

WHEREAS, COPS has nade 36,800 grants to nearly 13,000 | aw
enf orcenment agencies representing a $10.6 billion taxpayer
investnent in public safety; and

WHEREAS, COPS grants have been used to fund the hiring and
redepl oynent of nore than 118,500 additional officers

i ncl udi ng over 6,100 School Resource Oficers, expand and
enhance crine-fighting technol ogy, support crine
prevention, and advance conmunity policing; and

WHEREAS, COPS has trai ned over 280, 000 | aw enf or cenent
personnel , | ocal governnent |eaders, and community nenbers
in various comunity policing strategies, produced over 500
publications and resource nmaterials for |aw enforcenent;
and

WHEREAS, state and | ocal |aw enforcenent agencies have used
$280.3 million in COPS funding to conbat the proliferation
of met hanphetam ne by hiring personnel, purchasing

equi prent, cl eani ng-up |abs, and obtaining critical
training in neth-related interdiction tactics,

i nvestigation, and prosecution; and

WHEREAS, COPS continues to enjoy a unique relationship with
state and |l ocal |aw enforcenent and does a superb job of
providing vital funding, quickly and efficiently, to |ocal
communities, and is cited by mayors and police chiefs as a
nodel federal agency; and

VWHEREAS, cities across Anerica continue to use COPS fundi ng
to hire and train police officers including school resource
of ficers, enhance vital public safety comrunication and
coordi nati on, develop and inplenent community policing best
practices, and enhance their capacity to reduce crinme and
prevent future acts of terror, and

VWHEREAS, the nation nust remain diligent on crine
prevention and control efforts to ensure that past gains



are maintained and that crine rates are further reduced,
especially as they relate to youth violence and crine, new
and evolving drug-related crine concerns, and in |ight of
the return of over 860,000 ex-offenders from prisons and
jails back into | ocal communities annually--many of whom
wi |l have not received needed drug treatnent; and

WHEREAS, community policing and the COPS Ofice can and
should play an inportant role in efforts to enhance
homel and security; and

WHEREAS, the Administration’s Fiscal Year 2005 budget
proposes to cut the COPS program by al nost 80 percent to
$95.5 mllion, elimnating funding for hiring prograns such
as the Universal Hiring Program COPS MORE, School Resource
O ficers, and overtine assistance, as well as for
interoperability grants; and

WHEREAS, the United States House of Representatives has
passed | egislation to authorize a new, highly flexible COPS
programwith a $1 billion authorizati on,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the COPS program nust
be fully maintained in FY 2005 and beyond through the
appropriations process; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress to pass, and the President to
sign, legislation to reauthorize the COPS program and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat any reauthorizati on of COPS
shoul d provide significant resources to address the
critical needs of l|ocal |aw enforcenent, allow for greater
programflexibility, continue the COPS Ofice as an

i ndependent conponent within the Departnment of Justice, and
preserve within COPS all of its current functions. The
new program should allow for flexibility to use funding in
areas including general hiring, school resource officers,
officer re-deploynents, officer retention, overtine,

t echnol ogy, and communi cations interoperability.



THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT BLOCK GRANT

WHEREAS, in 1996 Congress began providing flexible funding
directly to local governnents through the Local Law

Enf orcenent Block G ant (LLEBG and cities have effectively
used these block grant funds for prevention, increased
police presence, and technol ogy and equi prent, anong ot her
activities; and

WHEREAS, many cities have used the Local Law Enforcenent
Bl ock Grant very effectively in tandemw th the COPS
programto expand comrunity policing efforts; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Departnent of Justice has done a superb
job in effectively and efficiently adm nistering the Loca
Law Enforcenent Bl ock G ant; and

WHEREAS, the nation nmust remain diligent on crine
prevention and control efforts to ensure that past gains
are mai ntained and that crinme rates are further reduced,
especially as they relate to youth viol ence and crine, new
and evolving drug-related crime concerns, a rise in gang
violence, and in light of the return of over 860,000 ex-

of fenders from prisons and jails back into |ocal
communities each year --many of whomw || have not received
needed drug treatnent; and

WHEREAS, the LLEBG is one of the few federal-Ioca
partnership prograns which allows for overtine assistance,
whi ch has beconme even nore inportant as cities respond to
t he new honel and war against terrori smpost Septenber 11,
and

WHEREAS, funding for the LLEBG has been sl ashed by
Congress, down from $523 million in FY 2002 to $225 mllion
in FY 2004, and of this total, alnpst $100 million is
directed to other prograns; and

VWHEREAS, the Adm nistration’s Fiscal Year 2005 budget
proposes to elimnate the Local Law Enforcenent Bl ock G ant
by nmerging it with the state-based Byrne Fornmula G ant
program wth overall funding for the new Justice

Assi stance Grant (JAG greatly reduced fromrecent year
funding for the two prograns individually; and

VWHEREAS, the United States House of Representatives has
passed legislation to inplenment the Adm nistration’s JAG



proposal by nerging the LLEBG and Byrne grant into a new
“Edward Byrne Menorial Justice Assistance G ant Program’
and

VWHEREAS, in addition to nerging the prograns, the House
bill would amend the current “disparate allocation”
provi sion by lowering the threshold under which counties
can appeal for nore funding, which could reduce funding
available to cities to help prevent crine,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors registers its strong support for the Local Law
Enforcenent Bl ock Grant and urges that it not be nerged
with the state-based Byrne Grant program and that the

di sparate allocation provision not be altered in a manner
whi ch further reduces funding available for cities and
their police departnents; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Local Law Enforcenent Bl ock
Grant should be funded at a m ni rum amount of $523 mllion

in Fiscal Year 2005, which reflects funding levels prior to
FY 2003 and FY 2004 funding reductions.



MEASURE TO AMEND THE C.L.E. AR AND H S.E. A. ACTS OF 2003

WHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors npst
vehenment |y denounces terrori smand acknow edges t hat
federal, state and | ocal governnents shoul d work together
to protect the public fromterrorist attacks in a rationa
and deliberate manner, and to ensure that security neasures
enhance public safety without violating the constitutiona
rights or unduly infringing upon the civil liberties of its
citizens; and

VWHEREAS, on July 9, 2003, Representative Charles Norwood

i ntroduced the C ear Law Enforcenent for Crimnal Alien
Renoval Act of 2003 (CLEAR Act), H R 2671 and on Novenber
20, 2003, Senator Jeff Sessions introduced a simlar
measure entitled the Honel and Security Enhancenent Act of
2003 (HSEA); and

WHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors encourages
t he i nmproved communi cati on nmeasures between the different

| evel s of |aw enforcenent through nore efficient use of
National Crine Information Center (NCIC); and

WHEREAS, nuni ci pal governnment considers its police the real
experts in ensuring public safety and recogni zes that | oca
and state police have diligently responded to new honel and
security mandates; and

WHEREAS, the CLEAR Act and HSEA will require |ocal and
state police to add federal civil immgration | aw
enforcenment to their already long list of duties or risk
the | oss of federal funding; and

WHEREAS, the enforcenent of federal civil inmmgration |aw
will distract |ocal and state law enforcenent fromtheir
primary m ssion of ensuring public safety and preventing
crinme in our conmmunity by having themfocus on the
apprehension of inmmgrants instead of crimnals and by
addi ng burdensone paperwork and reporting requirenents; and

WHEREAS, the federal governnent has failed to adequately
fund, support and provide resources to local first
responders, and has repeatedly retracted noni es earnmarked
for appropriation at the cormmunity |evel; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors resol ved
that no | ocal governnent resources shall be used to



identify immgration status or apprehend persons solely on
the basis of immgration status; and

WHEREAS, the CLEAR Act and HSEA will lead to the

m sapplication of conplex and technical immgration | aws
because |l ocal police will not be guaranteed the seventeen
weeks of inmmgration |aw training required of federal

enf orcenent agents; and

VWHEREAS, | ocal | aw enforcenent already has the authority to
arrest anyone, regardless of inmmgration status, who
commits a crinme and threatens the public safety of our
community; and

WHEREAS, the enactnent of the CLEAR Act and the HSEA woul d
underm ne comrunity policing and create an at nosphere where
immgrants begin to see |l ocal police as federal inmgration
enforcenent agents with the power to deport themor their
famly menbers, making themless likely to approach | oca

| aw enforcenment with information on crinmes or suspicious
activity; and

WHEREAS, state and | ocal governnents have enacted

| egislation to increase public and road safety that all ows
qual i fied applicants, regardless of immgration status, to
obtain a drivers |license and the enactnment of HSEA woul d
penal i ze any state which issues such |icenses by

wi t hhol di ng federal highway safety funds; and

WHEREAS, the CLEAR ACT and HSEA wi |l endanger the |ives of
immgrant victinms of crime by underm ning the Viol ence

Agai nst Wonen Act (VAWA) and the Victins of Trafficking and
Vi ol ence Prevention Act, both enacted by the federal
governnent to provide themw th particular protections; and

VWHEREAS, many inmmgrant victins of crine are unlikely to
report the crinme to | aw enforcenent if they believe that
seeking police protection will result in deportation and
ultimately in lost custody of their children; and

WHEREAS, there are over 56 ordi nances, police directives,
resol utions, and policies across the nation that protect
immgrants’ access to police protection; and

WHEREAS, there exists significant opposition to parts of
t he CLEAR Act and HSEA whi ch includes | aw enforcenent,

el ected officials and governnent associ ations, donestic
vi ol ence prevention advocates, service providers,



conservative thinkers, faith-based groups, civil rights,
civil liberties, and human rights organizations,

i mm grant/refugee rights groups, |abor unions, businesses,
and financial service providers in addition to comunity
menbers; and

WHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors affirns
that no nmunici pal resources will be used to identify and
apprehend persons solely based on their inmmgration status;
and

WHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors opposes
commtting | ocal resources to un-funded federal mandates
and affirms that the Clear Act as witten does not achieve
t he purpose of protecting |ocal citizens against terrorism

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors hereby urges Congress to anmend the
proposed Cl ear Act and Honel and Security Enhancenment Act of
2003 to reflect our opposition to additional un-funded
federal mandates, our opposition to distracting |ocal and
state | aw enforcenent fromtheir primary mssion, and our
concerns about potential underm ning of previous federal

| egislation that protects inmgrant victins.



DOVESTI C VI OLENCE AND | NTERNATI ONAL HUVAN RI GHTS ABUSE

WHEREAS, wonen are under-represented in governnment in
proportion to their nunbers in the popul ati on worl dw de,
and are the largest and fastest grow ng group anong the
worl d’ s poor; and

VWHEREAS, wonen all over the world have been econom cally,
politically, culturally, sexually and psychol ogically
subordi nated; and continue to suffer from |l ong-standing
control and abuse of their bodies and their |ives; and

WHEREAS, two-thirds of the 125 million children who wl|
never receive an education are girls and two-thirds of the
880 mllion illiterate adults are wonen; and

WHEREAS, wonen wor | dwi de are subject to sex-based

di scrimnation and vul nerabl e to gender-based vi ol ence and,
t he concept of human rights cannot be fully realized if
wonen’'s rights are not fully recognized; and

WHEREAS, activismto stop violence and human rights abuse
agai nst wonen is on the rise worldw de; and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress passed a resolution
supporting reauthorization of the Viol ence Agai nst Wnen
Act (VAWA) of 1994, which strengthened crimnal |aws,

est abli shed the National Domestic Violence Hotline, and
created grant progranms to encourage conprehensive community
response to viol ence agai nst wonen across the United
States; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. Departnments of Justice and Health and
Human Servi ces have awarded VAWA grants to support critica
state and |l ocal programm ng and initiatives that benefit
cities across the nation, such as hiring and training | aw
enforcenent officers, prosecutors, victimadvocates and
court personnel, creating specialized donestic violence
police and prosecution units, providing shelter and
services for victinms of donestic violence, providing civil
| egal assistance for victins of domestic violence, funding
communi ty- based donestic viol ence and sexual assault
progranms, and training health care and social service
prof essi onal s; and

VWHEREAS, the goals of the Winen Mayors’ Caucus i ncl ude
exploring issues of inportance to cities and wonmen | eaders



of this country and forwardi ng appropriate policy
reconmmendations to the Conference nenbership body as a
whol e,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the United States
Conf erence of Mayors opposes violent crinmes agai nst wonen
and strongly supports prograns pronoting conprehensive
comunity responses, elenents and tested strategies to
elimnate viol ence agai nst wonen; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors strongly supports full funding for Violence Agai nst
Wnen Act prograns as well as efforts which support the
abolition of international systematic cultural and state-
sancti oned physical, sexual and psychol ogical human rights
abuse and oppression of wonen throughout the worl d.



PROMOTI NG SAFE, SUCCESSFUL RE- ENTRY AND SELF- SUFFI CI ENCY FOR
PECPLE LEAVI NG JAIL OR PRI SON

WHEREAS, according to the U S. Departnent of Justice, nore than
10 million persons will be released fromcity and county jails
this year. 1In addition, nore than 600,000 adults will be

rel eased fromstate and federal prisons this year to return to
our conmunities. Currently one of every 75 nen lived in prison
or jail, and half of these inmates are incarcerated for a non-
vi ol ent of fense; and

WHEREAS, persons leaving jail or prison often lack not only the
nost basi c needs of food, shelter and clothes, but job skills,
trai ning and pl acenent as well as transitional housing and
support services (such as substance abuse and nental health
treatnment). Further, many forner detainees or prisoners are
deni ed enpl oynent, educational assistance, TANF benefits,
subsi di zed housing, parental rights, medical assistance and
health care, driver’'s licenses, and the right to vote, to nane a
few These barriers often prevent effective reintegration back
into society; and

WHEREAS, two-thirds (67.5% of |ocal detainees and state
prisoners will be rearrested within three years of their rel ease
fromjail or prison, and half (52% w | be reincarcerated for
either a new offense or a violation of the terns of their
release if they do not receive these vital supports; continuing
the cycle of crime and despair; and

VWHEREAS, studies prove incarceration has high inpact on the
famly. Children of prisoners have a 70% greater chance of
following their parents into prison. The Bureau of Justice
Statistics estimates 1.5 mllion children in the U S had a
parent in a state or federal prison in 1999 — an increase of
500, 000 since 1991, and over 7 mllion children have a parent
under sonme form of correctional supervision. Long term
generational effects of a social structure in which inprisonnment
is the norm have significant outcones on famlies; and

WHEREAS, the social costs of reentry have profound collatera
consequences, including public health risks, honel essness,
unenpl oynent and public safety concerns. Mire than two thirds
of the incarcerated population has a high rate of infectious

di sease, substance abuse and/or nmental health disorders. C ose
to 27% of prisoners expect to go to honel ess shelters upon

rel ease fromprison, and 16% of the |local jail population is



mentally ill. Recent data proves two thirds of all prisoners
rel eased return to the nation's core cities and counties; and

WHEREAS, cities and counties across the nation are absorbing the
econom ¢ cost of reentry. Wthout adequate support nechani smns,
formerly incarcerated individuals are highly likely to reoffend,
and the high recidivismrates have direct econom c consequences.
The average cost per day to house a federal or state inmate is
$69, or over $25,000 a year. Likew se, the cost associated with
housing an inmate per day in a local jail facility is $59, or
over $21,00 a year. Significant portions of state and | ocal
gover nnment budgets are now invested in the crimnal justice
system Costs associated with keeping people incarcerated in
this country in 1999 al one neared $147 billion. According to
the Bureau of Justice Statistics, |local governments contri buted
the nost (51% to crimnal justice — alnost $75 billion in 1999.
Lastly, prisons drain resources fromcolleges and universities,
and | eaders in higher education and the business community are
begi nning to question the societal inplications of this

al | ocation of resources; and

WHEREAS, city and county governnments have received very limted
federal or state assistance in providing adequate programmi ng at
the local level for non-violent nentally ill offenders who often
end up inappropriately confined in city and county jails.

Proper treatnent, discharge planning, and continuity of nedical
care in the conmunity have proven effective in hel ping foster
successful reentry and prevent rearrest or reincarceration for

t hese individuals; and

WHEREAS, President Bush has proposed a four-year, $300 mllion
initiative in his FY 2005 budget to reduce recidivismand the
soci etal costs of reincarceration by helping inmates find work
when returning to their conmunities harnessing the resources and
experience of faith and conmunity based organi zati ons wor ki ng

t hrough three federal departnents which include the Departnent
of Labor, the Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent, and

t he Departnent of Justice to provide job training and pl acenent,
transitional housing, and nentoring for prisoners returning back
to society; and

WHEREAS, Representative Danny Davis (IL), Representative Mark
Souder (IN) and others introduced H R 2166, The Public Safety
Ex-O fender Sel f-Sufficiency Act of 2003, on May 20, 2003. The
Public Safety Ex- Ofender Self Sufficiency Acts anends the

I nternal Revenue Service Code of 1986 to provide for a tenporary
ex-of fender | owincone housing tax credits to encourage the
provi sion of housing, job training, and other essential services



to ex-of fenders through a structured |iving environnment designed
to assist prisoners in becomng self-sufficient; and

WHEREAS, Representative Rob Portman (OH), Representative Danny
Davis (IL), Representative Mark Souder (IN), and Representative
St ephani e Tubbs Jones (IN) introduced a bipartisan bill called

t he Second Chance Act of 2004 on June 23, 2004. The Second
Chance Act of 2004 is targeted to provide support for state and
| ocal reentry denonstration projects, encourages reentry

coordi nati on between and anong different |evels of governnent
and non-governnental service providers, and calls for review of
barriers faced by former prisoners. Overall, the proposal calls
to increase public safety, strengthen famlies, prevent crine,
restore victins, and reduce costs at the federal, state and

| ocal levels by reducing recidivismanong individuals reentering
soci ety after inprisonnent; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Conference of Mayors, through its Mayors
Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, held a summit
on April 28, 2004 to discuss the issue of reentry into the
nation’s communities. This is the first in a series of foruns
and conprehensive strategi es focused on coordinating the
national efforts of the city officials, community and faith

| eaders, local |aw enforcenent, probation, parole and prisons to
facilitate and foster safe, successful reentry through the
foll owi ng recommendati ons,

NOW THEREFORE, BE |T RESOLVED that The U.S. Conference of
Mayors supports efforts to nore effectively integrate persons
|l eaving jail or prison back into society, particularly efforts
which pronote job training and job placenent; transitiona
housing fostering a continuum of care and holistic approach;
mentoring for prisoners and children of prisoners; famly
reunification; life skills training and education; substance
abuse, nental health treatnment and voting rights; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Myors
supports providing federal support to both state and | ocal
governnments in a way that encourages and strengthens increased
reentry coordination anong state and |ocal governnment agencies
and non-governnental service providers, including faith and
communi ty-based providers, as well as providing transitional
case nmanagers to assist offenders; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The U S. Conference of Myors
supports establishing appropriate processes to ensure both state
and |ocal governnents are on equal footing in devel oping
col | aborative partnerships at the state and local Ilevel on



reentry, including adequate representation and input of |ocal
governnents; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The U S. Conference of Mayors

supports exploring the elimnation of count er- producti ve
barriers which inpede successful and safe reentry; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The U S. Conference of Mayors
supports efforts to provide self-sufficiency to persons |eaving
jail or prison, such as the Public Safety Ex-Ofender Self-
Sufficiency Act and the Second Chance Act, and the efforts of
the Mayors Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives to
inform educate and train mayors, city-designated faith-based
Iiaisons, and other public servants on how to best engage faith
and community |eaders, particularly focusing on efforts which
target effective societal reentry and self-sufficiency for
people leaving jail or prison; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors wl|

convene and spearhead a broader effort through its Mayors Center
for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives to create a Nationa

Reentry Consortium conprised of several national public interest
groups, comunity advocacy associations, faith and religious
| eaders, ~city governnents, universities and other experts
representative of the Reentry field to do the following in a
broad based national manner: 1) educational and nedia outreach;
2) technical assistance to help localities inplenent Best
Practice nodels; 3) information exchange and di ssem nation; and
3) advocacy and policy outreach on reentry issues.



EXPANSI ON OF FI RST RESPONDER DESI GNATI ON TO FRONT- LI NE
MUNI CI PAL EMPLOYEES

VWHEREAS, all munici pal agencies such as public works,
transportation, water and sewer, parks and recreation,
police and fire work in tandemon city streets on a daily
basis across the nation to provide public services; and

VWHEREAS, in the planning for energency preparedness the
designation of first responders has been limted to health
and public safety personnel; and

WHEREAS, wi th additional personnel designation,
muni ci palities can becone better equi pped in the delivery
and devel oprment of energency response plans; and

WHEREAS, the Departnment of Honel and Security has stated
that major cities are considered high density threat
targets for terrorist attacks; and

WHEREAS, various agencies, in addition to police and fire
departnents, would nost |ikely be anong the first to
suffer, witness, or be inpacted by a terrorist incident,
and by virtue of their proximty, would be conpelled to
respond in a tinmely manner,

NOW THEREFORE BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED by The U. S.
Conference of Mayors that the U S. Congress should by | aw
designate all nmunicipal government agencies’ front-Iline
enpl oyees as first responders with the sanme status as that
of police and firefighters for the purpose of being
eligible to receive all related federal funding and

trai ning for emergency preparedness.



SUPPORT OF THE REPORT FROM THE TASK FORCE ON STATE AND LOCAL
HOVELAND SECURI TY FUNDI NG

WHEREAS, President George W Bush came to the 72" Wnter
Meeting of The U.S. Conference of Mayors and pl edged to

hel p unstick the first responder funding that has been sent
to the states; and

VWHEREAS, Departnent of Honel and Security (DHS) Secretary
Tom Ri dge soon after established a special Task Force on
State and Local Honel and Security Fundi ng which included
representatives fromthe Conference of Mayors and the ot her
“Big 7" state and | ocal governnment organizations; and

WHEREAS, the DHS Task Force held numerous neetings and
conference calls over the period of several nonths; and

WHEREAS, the DHS Task Force released its final report on
June 17, and that report includes inportant reconmendations
i ncluding: an exenption fromreinbursenment provisions of
t he Cash Managenent | nprovenent Act; flexibility for
overtinme; funding for increnmental operational costs such as
the protection of critical infrastructure and nmaj or events
identified as high-risk by DHS; an automated grant tracking
system and, establishnment of deadlines for the obligation
of grants fromone | evel of |ocal governnent to another;
and

WHEREAS, nost of these recomrendati ons would require action
by Congress,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors supports the recomrendati ons of the Departnent of
Honel and Security’s Task Force on State and Local Honel and
Security Funding, and calls on Congress to include the
reconmended changes in the appropriate authorization and
appropriations bills.



OPPOSI TI ON TO PROPCSED FUNDI NG CUTS | N FEDERAL
HOVELAND SECURI TY PROGRAMS

VWHEREAS, in the days followi ng the attacks of Septenber 11,
2001, The U. S. Conference of Mayors called for a federal

bl ock grant that woul d provide honel and security funding
directly to cities to help neet |ocal needs for police and
fire overtine, personnel training, conmunications and
rescue equi pnent, and security neasures to protect
airports, ports, utilities, public transit, and other
critical infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, nearly a year-and-a-half later the Congress
enacted appropriations bills that funded several state and
| ocal honel and security prograns, establishing the First
Responder Grant program and providing nore than $2 billion
through the State Donestic Preparedness and Federal First
Responder/ Critical Infrastructure prograns; and

VWHEREAS, for the current fiscal year, Congress has provided
$1.7 billion for First Responder Grants and $500 million
for Honel and Security Law Enforcenent grants; and

VWHEREAS, in his FY 2005 budget subm ssion the President
proposed to reduce funding for First Responder grants by $1
billion, to $700 mllion, and to fund at the sanme |evel,
$500 m I lion, Honeland Security Law Enforcement grants; and

WHEREAS, honel and security appropriations are currently
under consideration in both the House and the Senate; and

WHEREAS, several recent reports, the nost recent being The
U.S. Conference of Mayors Interoperability Survey, have
docunented the continuing critical need for federal funding
to support our first responders,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors opposes cuts in federal honel and security
assi stance; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors calls
on Congress to provide a funding level for federal first
responder prograns that does not drop bel ow the |evel

provi ded for the current fiscal year



| NCREASE THE NATI ONAL | NVESTMENT | N AND EXPAND
AFTER- SCHOCL PROGRAMS

WHEREAS, access to high quality, safe and enriching after-
school and out - of - school prograns for children and youth
continues to be a priority for mayors; and

WHEREAS, after-school prograns pronote cognitive |earning,
enhances the physical, social, enotional and noral

devel opnent of youth, and provides a neans to reduce the
ri sk of youth involvenent in crine, violence, substance
abuse, teenage pregnancy and gangs; and

WHEREAS, affordable, accessible, and high quality after-
school and out -of -school prograns are necessary if we are
to achieve the goals of No Child Left Behind; and

WHEREAS, 91 percent of parents with children in after-

school prograns are extrenely or sonmewhat satisfied with
the programs and thus significant public support; and

WHEREAS, 14.3 nillion Kindergarten through 12'" graders take
care of thenmselves after the school day ends which
translates to 1 in 4 school -age chil dren being

unsupervi sed; and

WHEREAS, only 6.5 mllion children or 11 percent of the
nation’s youth are enrolled in after-school prograns which
isonly 1 in 9 students enrolled in grades K-12; and

WHEREAS, parents of another 15.3 mllion or 30 percent of
the children say they would have their child participate if
there was a program avai l abl e,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED, that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges the federal, state and | ocal
governnents to increase their investnent in conmunity-based
af ter-school and out -of -school prograns; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress to increase the |level of funding
for the 21°' Century Community Learning Centers programto
its authorized level of $2 billion in fiscal year 2005; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayor s encourages Mayors across the country to sign on as a



partner with the Afterschool for All: Project 2010 to

i ncrease funding and participation in these prograns, and
that all children have an opportunity to participate by the
year 2010.



QUALI TY PRE- KI NDERGARTEN FOR ALL

WHEREAS, access to quality early |earning opportunities for
all children, frominfancy to 5 years-old, can only be
acconpl i shed through a strong partnership of parents, early
chi | dhood advocates, educators, policy nmakers, private and
faith-based providers, community and business |eaders, and
el ected officials; and

WHEREAS, the school readiness problemthat exists in K12
education affects children of every incone, cultural
| anguage, disability and social background; and

WHEREAS, repeating grades, rising remedial training, and
struggling students are comon synptons of the grow ng
school readi ness problemin K-12; and

WHEREAS, there can be a greater inpact on |ater academ c
success by providing quality pre-kindergarten education
opportunities; and

WHEREAS, only 50 percent of our nation’s three and four-
year olds are enrolled in high quality pre-kindergarten
prograns; and

WHEREAS, research has shown that pre-kindergarten education
(usually 3 and 4 year-olds) increases educational success
and adult productivity including increasing cognitive
abilities and achi evenent, inproves social behavior,

i ncreases educational attainment, and increases enpl oynment,
earnings and tax revenue as well as decreases the costs of
governnment for schooling, social services, crinme and health
care; and

VWHEREAS, results fromone of the major pre-school studies

i ndi cates that those, who where enrolled in a quality pre-
school program when at the age of 27 were three tinmes nore
likely to owmn their own hone, twice as |likely never to be
on welfare, four tinmes nore likely t/o be earning nore than
$2, 000 per nonth, and have half as many arrests as those
who did not participate; and

WHEREAS, nearly 90 percent of the nation’s voters support
the view that there needs to be governnmental support for
pre-school prograns so that all parents can afford to
enroll their children in high quality prograns; and



WHEREAS, pre-kindergarten prograns are being included as
part of court decisions involving state education funding
adequacy cases; and

VWHEREAS, | ack of access to quality pre-kindergarten
progranms results in | ost economc gromh to cities, |ower
wor ker productivity, and increased costs to governnent,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED that The U.S. Conference of
Mayors urges the federal and state governments to establish
policies and funding to assist in the funding of quality

pr e- school education prograns for all children; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
calls on increased funding for Head Start to expand the
nunber of children who can participate and increase the
salaries paid to the program s teachers and ai des;

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
encour ages the funding of prograns at the state and federal
| evel to help educate, train and retain good preschool
prograns and staff, including support for higher education
and better conpensation so staff remain in the field of
early chil dhood education; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U.S. Conference of Mayors
supports quality pre-kindergarten education prograns for
all as a common standard for every child throughout the
United States.



REFORM NG AMERI CA' S HI GH SCHOCLS:
ALI GNMENT OF STANDARDS AND GRADUATI ON REQUI REMENTS

VWHEREAS, no state can currently claimthat every student
who earns a high school diploma is academ cally prepared
for post-secondary education and the world of work; and

VWHEREAS, nearly half the states require high schoo
students to pass exit exams that assess 8" and 9'" grade
content rather than neasuring skills needed to prepare
students to take college credit courses or do high-
performance, high growh jobs which do not neasure what
reflects real world demands of coll eges or enployers; and

WHEREAS, at | east 28 percent of high school graduates who
enter two and four-year colleges imedi ately take renedi al
courses in English and math, and col |l ege transcripts
indicate that 53 percent of students take at |east one
remedi al math or English course, and the percentages are
significantly higher for poor and mnority students; and

WHEREAS, a mmjority of high school graduates who enter
coll ege, fewer than half |eave with a degree and the
nunbers are significantly fewer for African-Anerican and
H spani c students; and

VWHEREAS, nore than 60 percent of enployers rate high schoo
graduates’ skills in grammar, spelling, witing and basic
math as only fair or poor; and

VWHEREAS, too few high school students take chall enging
courses nor do they take courses in appropriate sequences
to build the necessary skills and know edge; and

VWHEREAS, the academ c standards that have been devel oped by
states over the past ten to fifteen years reflect a
consensus anong i ndi vidual discipline experts as to what is
desirable for students to learn and skills to acquire, yet
they are a first generation of standards that have not been
updat ed for demands of colleges and the world of work for
the 21 century,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges the federal governnent include in the

requi renents of No Child Left Behind and ot her rel ated
legislation as it influences the establishnent of state
standards that standards be aligned with the know edge and



skills expected by coll eges and enpl oyers if high school
graduates are to succeed, and col |l eges and enpl oyers need
to honor and reward student achi evenment by using
performance data in adm ssions, placenment and hiring
deci si ons; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
calls for all students to be held to the sanme standards,
usi ng the sanme neasures, regardl ess of whether students are
intraditional, charter, thenme-based or alternative public
or private schools, or are hone-school ed; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U S. Conference of Mayors
calls for the federal governnent to take several steps to
provi de influence and support such as providing student
financial aid incentives for high school students who take
a college or workplace readi ness curriculum provide
resources to states and | ocal school systens through

| egislation to align high school standards, assessnents and
graduation requirenments with know edge and skills necessary
for post-secondary education and work; require through the
Hi gher Education Act data on nunbers of students taking
remedi al courses and degree conpletion; and utilize its

i nfl uence in changing the course requirenents for
graduation, and the opportunities and environnents in which
hi gh school students learn to better prepare them for
col | ege and/ or enpl oyment.



EQUI TY AND ADEQUACY | N EDUCATI ON FUNDI NG

WHEREAS, nore than half of the states in this nation have
had | aw suits filed on the inequity of state school funding
formul as and t he adequacy of funding wi thin school
districts, and a significant nunber of court decisions have
found funding disparities requiring nore equitable funding
pl ans; and

WHEREAS, each state’s constitution uniquely describes its
responsibility to guarantee and provi de an adequate public
education for every child; and

WHEREAS, many of the disparities in education that stem
from unequal funding and have been exposed by standards-
based refornms, new assessnents and accountability

requi renents, and performance standards established by the
federal and state governnents; and

WHEREAS, the need to increase resources for students to
nmeet these standards and this is nore challenging in cities
due to di verse denographics; and

VWHEREAS, recent research findings indicate that

di sadvant aged students require nore resources than
previously determ ned to neet the standards and assessnent
| evel s; and

WHEREAS, current financial fornmulas |ack enough dollars to
hel p di sadvant aged students reach or exceed the standards;
and

WHEREAS, in the |ast few nonths courts in at |east three
states (Mntana, Massachusetts and Kansas) have cited
results in state education tests as evidence that state
| egi sl atures are not providing an adequate education for
al |,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors urges state |legislatures to step up
and appropriate enough resources to enable all students to
nmeet the standards; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors calls on school districts to equalize funding and
resources within the district to acconplish equity and
adequacy of funding for schools with significant nunbers of



| owincone students so they, too, can be successful and
nmeet the standards; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors encourages mayors to work with state |egislatures
and school systens to assist in determ ning funding and

ot her resource solutions to nmake education funding systens
within a state equitable and adequate, and therefore

i ncrease the opportunity for all students to neet the
standards and achi eve success.



| NCREASE SUPPORT FOR SCHOCL CONSTRUCTI ON AND
SCHOOLS AS CENTERS OF COVMUNI TY

WHEREAS, a majority of school buildings in this nation are
nore than 50 years old which is the intended |ife span of
these facilities, and many buildings in cities are
significantly ol der than 50 years; and

WHEREAS, nationally school enroll nent has increased 19
percent since the fall of 1988, and is expected to continue
to increase at a rate of 5 percent between 2001 and 2013;
and

WHEREAS, in 2003 nore than $48 billion was expended on new
school construction, additions and noderni zation, and it is
anticipated that nore will be spent over the next several
years to address the increases in enrollnent; and

WHEREAS, currently nost school facilities do not neet
current education programmati c demands and t he needs of the
changi ng student popul ati on; and

WHEREAS, npst school buil di ngs today do not adequately
address environnental issues such energy effi ciency,
adequate ventil ation, acoustics, and humdity control; and

WHEREAS, schools are often not designed with the intent to
be used by the whole comrunity or strategically as a
conmunity resource open to use by the public; and

WHEREAS, new school buil dings need to be devel oped and

designed with community involvenent, and for joint use to
i ncl ude whenever possible additional services related to
education, especially those adm nistered by the city; and

VWHEREAS, school construction and educati on are key engi nes
to the econom c devel opnment of our cities and
revitalization of inner city neighborhoods; and

VWHEREAS, the demand for school construction is not only in
the high growh states in the southwest and west but al so
in the east and m d-west where many schools need to be
noderni zed or renovated; and

WHEREAS, the cost of school construction is a significant



capital outlay for nost cities during very tight budgetary
times; and

WHEREAS, currently there is only one federal programthat

provi des financial assistance for school repair, renovation
and noderni zation, not new construction,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, that The United States
Conference of Mayors urges the federal governnent to

i ntroduce and pass | egislation that would assist in school
construction in cities and school systens by financing the
interest on the school construction bonds; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress to extend and inprove the

aut hori zation of Qualified Zone Academny Bonds which are
used to assist in financing school renovation and repair;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayor s encour ages mayors and school systens in our cities
to use the conmmunity engagenent process when devel opi ng
desi gns and pl acenent for new schools, and plans for school
renovation and noderni zati on, and be aware of the need to
make schools a community resource that provide services to
the whole community and are a critical part of the
revitalization of neighborhoods, therefore, naking our
school s centers of community accessible to all citizens for
a variety of needs and services.



BEATI NG THE SUMMER LEARNI NG LGCSS:
URBAN SUMMER EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS

WHEREAS, all young peopl e experience | earning | osses when
they do not engage in educational activities during the
summer and students score |ower on standardi zed tests at
the end of the sumer than they did on the sane tests at
t he begi nni ng of summer vacation; and

VWHEREAS, students on average | ose approximtely 2.6 nonths
of grade | evel equivalency in mathematical conputation
skills over the sumrer nonths regardl ess of soci o-econonic
status; and

WHEREAS, |ow-income children and youth experience greater
sumer | earning | osses than their higher income peers; and

WHEREAS, summer |earning | oss contributes to the

achi evenent gap in readi ng perfornmance between | ower and
hi gher incone children and youth, and these are nost
preval ent during the elementary school grades; and

WHEREAS, | arge nunbers of students who qualify for
federally subsidized neals do not have the sane |evel of
access to nutritious neals during the sumrer as they do
during the school year which translates to nore than 3
mllion of the 15.3 million children who receive free or
reduced lunch during the school year; and

WHEREAS, over 90% of sunmer school prograns are “renedial”
targeting only students who were not on grade |evel and
these prograns are typically intermttent interventions
rat her than substantive prograns to assist students in

i mproving on their basic reading and math no matter what
their status; and

WHEREAS, nmayors nmanage nobst sunmer recreational prograns
that have little connection or coordination with the school
systenmi s sunmer school, but could be used as focused out-
of -school tine that includes both academ ¢ and recreational
experiences; and

VWHEREAS, several cities have begun to make the connecti on
and devel op conprehensive prograns for el enentary school

| earners focused on building reading skills, and pre-

ki ndergarten prograns are being included as part of court
deci sions involving state educati on fundi ng adequacy cases;
and



VWHEREAS, research results in several summer prograns that
integrate reading instruction and tutoring along with other
activities, show significant reading score gains for
participating children conpared to students who did not
attend the sunmer intervention; and

VWHEREAS, if policymakers are serious about inproving
excel | ence and equity in public education, social science
research suggests that high-quality sunmer prograns that

i ncl ude readi ng, academ c enrichnment, and where appropriate
wor k experience nust becone a significant and central
conponent in school reform

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED;, that The U.S. Conference of
Mayors urges federal and state governnments to establish
policies and progranms to assist in high-quality sumrer
enri chment experiences, and nmake appropriations avail abl e
to assist in the funding of high-quality sunmer enrichnent
and canp prograns for all children and youth throughout

t heir education; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED; that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
calls on mayors to take a | eadership role in form ng
partnerships to i nprove coll aboration and | everagi ng of
funds and resources (such as Schol astic, Reading Is
Fundanental, First Book, Houghton Mfflin, and Book It!)
fromnmultiple sources to ensure greater |levels of access to
prograns for all children, but especially those nost
adversely affected by sunmer |earning | osses; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
bel i eves these sumer readi ng and ot her academ c prograns
nmust naintain high standards and expectations for the
participating children and use as nodel s ot her successful
prograns; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U.S. Conference of Myors
supports high-quality sumrer |earning that should be
communi ty-w de and becone a partnership of public agencies,
comuni ty- based organi zations, cultural institutions,

school systens, and coll eges and universities to ensure the
hi ghest quality and quantity of |earning opportunities for
all young people, especially those nost affected by the
achi evenent gap.



| MPROVI NG THE PREPARATI ON, RECRUI TMENT, | NDUCTI ON AND RETENTI ON
OF TEACHERS | N URBAN SCHOOL SYSTEMS

VWHEREAS, at the end of the current 2003-2004 school year
over 200,000 teachers, nearly 7 percent of the 3 mllion
non-retiring teaching workforce, will |eave the profession
and not return in the fall, and the rate of teacher
attrition is 50 percent higher in high-poverty schools than
weal t hi er school s; and

WHEREAS, al nost half of all new teachers quit within five
years which is one out of every two new teachers | eaving
t he profession and about 14 percent of beginning teachers
quit in their first year; and

VWHEREAS, the United States nust add approxi mately 240, 000
teachers each year to adequately neet the needs and demands
of teacher attrition and retirenent, rising student
enrol I ment, and the requirenments of the No Child Left

Behi nd Act; and

WHEREAS, the conservative cost estinmates for school systens
to replace teachers who drop out of the profession is nore
than $2.6 billion annually; and

WHEREAS, devel oping and retaining teachers is a national
equity inpact on student |earning, and every student
deserves an effective, high-quality professional if they
are to reach the high standards we expect themto achi eve;
and

WHEREAS, conprehensive high-quality induction

(professional devel opnent, training and assessnent during
at least the first two years of full-tinme teaching) costs
roughly $4,000 per new teacher annually, it has been shown
that this process provides a return on investnment of about
37 percent by reducing new teacher attrition, inproving the
quality of teaching, and raising student achi evenent and
only about 1 percent of new begi nning receive conprehensive
i nduction; and

VWHEREAS, nost teacher preparation prograns in colleges and
universities do not provide a significant nunber of

| earni ng experiences in schools and communities during a
four or five-year program nor do nmany focus on preparing
begi nni ng teachers for urban assignnents; and



WHEREAS, the majority of teacher preparation prograns at
col |l eges and universities do not integrate course work from
the variety of disciplines offered by arts and sciences,
education and other appropriate schools or departnments to
maxi m ze the institution’s resources for this preparation
process; and

WHEREAS, i ndividuals who decide to take the alternative
certification route to teaching nust al so have conparabl e
experiences to be prepared for the classroomas well as
bei ng enrolled in an ongoi ng induction programt hat

i ncl udes master teacher nentoring to be equi pped to handl e
t he educational needs of students; and

WHEREAS, research shows that new teachers require between 3
and 7 years to fully develop their skills to a | evel that
consistently inpacts student |earning and achi evenent, and
nore rapidly develop skills and nore effectively teach if
they participate in a conprehensive induction program and

WHEREAS, high-quality induction prograns will increase
teacher retention and devel ops new teachers by including
structured nmentoring, conmon planning tine, intensive

pr of essi onal devel opnent, participation in a teacher
networ k outside of the school in which they are teaching,
and a standards-based assessnment and eval uati on of every
begi nni ng teacher; and

WHEREAS, mayors shoul d have a role in the preparation
recruitnment, induction and retention of teachers as part of
t he econom c devel opnent and revitalization strategy for
their city because education is a critical building block
to the future vitality and survival of our cities; and

WHEREAS, nmayors should take a | eadership role in organizing
t he key stakehol ders who nust participate in a partnership
t hat provides the resources to establish effective high-
gquality teacher preparation, recruitnent, induction and
retention prograns within their city’'s urban schoo

systen(s),

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED;, that The U.S. Conference of
Mayors urges mayors to becone nore active in the processes
t hat influence the preparation, recruitnent, induction and
retention of teachers in their city’ s schools; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Myors
encour ages urban school systens to use funds fromTitle I



of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (now the No
Child Left Behind Act) to provide conprehensive induction
to all beginning teachers during at least their first two
years of teaching; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Myors
requests that Congress as part of the reauthorization of

t he Hi gher Education Act (HEA) amend Title Il of the law to
require all partnership grant recipients (postsecondary
institutions and school districts) to include in
conprehensi ve induction the quality criteria nentioned
above, and over and above the current grant funding for
retention and professional devel opnent of K-12 teachers;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
strongly recommends that policies and prograns need to be
put into place or enhanced at the federal, state and | ocal

| evel s that provide incentives for individuals to enter and
remain in the teaching and education profession, especially
from pre-kindergarten through high school. These m ght

i nclude forgiveness of student |oans, housing benefits or
subsidies, tax credits or deductions, conmunity retai

di scounts, childcare subsidies, and | ocal banking

privil eges;

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
requests the Congress to provide the new fundi ng required
to ensure that every new teacher in our nation s highest
need school s receives the support and training, and has
guality work conditions necessary to continue to teach in
our urban school s.

Projected Cost: Roughly $2 billion is the cost for

i npl enenting a conpr ehensi ve i nducti on program nationally
whi ch i ncludes an approximate increase in the federal
education dollars of $500 million targeted to new teacher

i nduction for our highest need schools. The rest would be
state and | ocal funding.



PROHI Bl TI NG LI ABI LI TY PROTECTI ON FOR MIBE MANUFACTURERS

WHEREAS, Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MIBE) is a synthetic
chem cal used as an octane enhancer, |ead substitute and
nore recently a vehicle em ssion reduction additive to
gasoline in the United States since the late 1970s; and

VWHEREAS, the C ean Air Act Anendnents of 1990 required
urban areas in nonattainment for ozone to begin selling
refornul at ed gasolines (RFG designed to reduce eni ssions
begi nning in 1995. A main conponent of RFG is oxygen, which
is added to gasoline primarily by two oxygenates -- MIBE
and et hanol ; and

WHEREAS, MIBE has contam nated | arge quantities of surface
and ground water by rel easing MIBE through | eaking
under ground storage tanks and pi pelines; and

WHEREAS, one cup of MIBE, the amount found in one gallon of

gasol i ne oxygenated with MIBE, can contam nate an entire 5
mllion gallon well to the point of being undrinkable; and

VWHEREAS, many st ates have banned MIBE or plan to phase it
out due to water pollution concerns; and

WHEREAS, current renedi ati on techni ques to cl ean water
contam nated with MIBE are both i nadequate and extrenely
expensi ve; and

WHEREAS, a study by a California environmental engineering
firmestimted it would cost $29 billion to clean up the
500 public drinking-water wells and 45,000 private wells
across the country contamnated with MIBE in addition to

t he approxi mately 140, 000 underground storage tanks stil

| eaki ng gasoline containing the additive; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. House of Representatives adopted the
Energy Policy Act of 2003, (H R 4503) granting liability
protection to MIBE manufacturers thereby potentially
shifting the burden and cost of clean up to | ocal
governnents; and

WHEREAS, The conprehensive energy bill (S. 2095) currently

stalled in the U S. Senate does not contain | anguage that
provi des the producers of MIBE liability protection; and



WHEREAS, the U S. House of Representatives |eadership has
pl edged to include MIBE liability protection | anguage in
any energy bill that energes froma House- Senate energy
conference comm ttee,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors reaffirns its strong opposition to
provi sions in the House energy bill (H R 4503) or any

ot her legislative vehicle that woul d provi de producers of
MIBE with product liability imunity (Asafe harbor@; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of

Mayors urges the Congress to not to provide this liability
protection for MIBE manufacturers.



SUPPORTI NG THE RECOGNI TI ON OF GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTI ON BENEFI TS
OF WASTE- TO ENERGY AND OTHER RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES

VWHEREAS, many | ocal conmunities and nunicipalities have
adopted an integrated waste managenent approach that

i ncl udes devel opnent and operation of renewabl e energy
t echnol ogi es such as waste-to-energy and electricity
produced fromlandfill gas; and

WHEREAS, each community should strive to ensure safe
di sposal of solid waste and generation of electricity for
its residents from cl ean energy sources; and

WHEREAS, renewabl e energy sources such as waste-to-energy
and electricity produced fromlandfill gas provide a nunber
of environnmental benefits including utilization of

i ndi genous natural resources, reduced dependence on

i nported foreign energy supply, increasing donestic fuel

di versity, and significant reduction in the potential for
rel ease of greenhouse gases into the atnosphere; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Environnental Protection Agency and ot her
experts in the field of greenhouse gas em ssions have
studi ed waste-to-energy=s ability to avoid the rel ease of
greenhouse gas enmissions into the atnosphere and found that
facilities nationwi de annually avoid the release into the
at nosphere of nore than 40 mllion netric tons of carbon

di oxide or its equivalent, a potent greenhouse gas; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Departnent of Energy, the U S. Congress,
and many states, counties, and | ocal governnents are

consi dering the adoption of policy, |egislation, and
regulations to quantify the reduction or avoi dance of
greenhouse gas enissions from various technol ogi es and
managenent mnet hods, and in some cases assi gn greenhouse gas
credits for the reduction or avoi dance of greenhouse gas
em ssions emtted into the atnosphere,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED that the United States
Conf erence of Mayors recogni zes the significant
contribution provided by waste-to-energy and electricity
produced by landfill gas in avoiding the rel ease of
greenhouse gases into the atnosphere; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the U S. Departnent of Energy, the U S
Congress, states, counties and |ocal governments to



guantify the amobunt of greenhouse gas em ssions avoi ded by
the use of waste-to-energy and electricity produced from
andfill gas using the U S. Environnmental Protection Agency
nmet hodol ogy or simlar nmethod, and to grant these
technol ogi es the sanme incentives as provided in policy,

| egi slation and regul ation to other technol ogi es or nethods
that reduce or avoid rel ease of greenhouse gases.



RI SI NG FUEL COSTS AND AFFORDABLE NATURAL GAS

WHEREAS, the nation is facing higher fuel and natural gas
prices; and

WHEREAS, the recent rise in fuel and natural gas prices

have had a maj or inpact upon consuners and the econony as a
whol e; and

WHEREAS, the prol onged high price of fuel and natural gas
will further inpact our national economy and its recovery;
and

WHEREAS, high natural gas prices over the |last few years
have i ncreased consuners energy bills and are nore than
doubl e their 1990 | evel s,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors does hereby express its deep concern
of the ever increasing price escalation of fuel and natural
gas; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress to pass national energy policy

t hat ensures consuners have access to affordabl e energy;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the Departnment OF Energy to exani ne various
nmet hods and tools that can be used to help consumners
mtigate the inpact of higher prices for fuel and natural
gas; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors recogni zes that our nation=s future electricity needs
cannot be net al nbst exclusively with natural gas, but nust
be a reasonabl e conbi nati on of efforts that include energy
conservation, energy efficiency, renewabl e energy, nuclear
energy and cl ean coal technol ogy.



SUPPORT OF ADEQUATE FUNDI NG OF THE WEATHERI ZATI ON ENERGY
ASSI| STANCE PROGRAM

VWHEREAS, the Departnent of Energy=s Watheri zati on

Assi stance Program enabl es | ow-incone famlies to
permanently reduce their energy bills by making their hones
nore energy efficient; and

WHEREAS, on average, weatherization reduces heating bills
by 31% and energy bills by $250.00 per year; and

VWHEREAS, weat heri zation benefits our nation by reducing our
ener gy dependency, inproving the environnent, and
stimul ati ng econonm ¢ devel opnment in | owincone comunities;
and

WHEREAS, hi gh energy costs during peak heating and cooling
seasons create an unmanageabl e burden for | ow-i ncone
famlies, who spend an average of 14 percent of their
annual income on energy costs, while other househol ds spend
only about 3.5 percent; and

VWHEREAS, weat heri zation hel ps |l owincone famlies achieve a
hi gher Il evel of financial stability by reducing their
energy costs and freeing limted resources for other uses;
and

WHEREAS, increasing the energy efficiency of homes and
apartnent buildings will result in a decrease of the
occupant’s energy costs,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges Congress to pass energy

| egislation that fully and adequately funds the Departnment
of Energy’s Wat heri zation Assistance Program



SUPPORTI NG A GENERATOR' S TI TLE TO RENEWABLE ENERGY CREDI TS AND
OTHER ENVI RONMENTAL BENEFI TS PRODUCED FROM THE GENERATI ON FROM
RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES

WHEREAS, many | ocal conmmunities and nunicipalities have
adopted an integrated waste managenent approach that

i ncl udes devel opnent and operation of renewabl e energy
t echnol ogi es such as waste-to-energy and electricity
produced fromlandfill gas; and

WHEREAS, each community should strive to ensure safe
di sposal of solid waste and electricity for its residents
fromcl ean energy sources; and

WHEREAS, renewabl e energy sources such as waste-to-energy
and electricity produced fromlandfill gas provide a nunber
of environnental benefits including utilization of

i ndi genous natural resources, reduced dependence on

i mported foreign energy supply, increasing donestic fuel
diversity, and significant reduction in the potential for
rel ease of greenhouse gases into the atnosphere; and

VWHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors fully recogni zes the
renewabl e and ot her environnental attributes of the
generation of power by waste-to-energy and electricity
produced fromlandfill gas, and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Congress, and nmany states have adopted or
are consi dering adoption of |aws that establish renewable
energy credits in recognition of the sustainable,

i ndi genous and cl ean energy production associated with
generating electricity from nunicipal solid waste that may
be traded in renewabl e narket pl ace; and

VWHEREAS, conmunities with waste-to-energy facilities
benefit fromthe sale of electricity produced by nunici pal
solid waste by receiving | ower disposal costs and by
sharing directly in the revenues generated by the sale of
electricity,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors recogni zes the significant
contribution provided by waste-to-energy and electricity
produced by landfill gas in neeting the denand for
renewabl e energy; and



BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the U S. Admnistration, the U S. Congress,

t he Federal Energy Regul atory Conm ssion, Public Service
Comm ssions and states to recogni ze that the waste-to-
energy generator has legal title to the renewabl e energy
credits unless otherwi se stated in contract between the
generator and the buyer of renewable power.



SUPPORT FOR | NCENTI VES FOR UTI LI TY DEVELOPERS OF CLEAN,
TECHNCLOG CALLY ADVANCED AND RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES

VWHEREAS, encouragi ng the cost-effective use of renewabl e
energy resources has been an inportant national goal since
t he passage of the Energy Policy Act of 1992, and the
generation of electricity fromrenewabl e energy has
steadily increased its cost-effectiveness and performance
since that tinme; and

WHEREAS, renewabl e energy contributes to fuel diversity,
whi ch benefits and mtigates fuel price volatility by
reduci ng dependence on natural gas, enhances nationa
security by reduci ng dependence on inported fuels, and
decreases environnmental inpacts; and

WHEREAS, in light of the need to further diversify our fuel
sources and neet clean air objectives, Congress and the
Adm ni stration are seeking to pronote increased production
from cl eaner and renewabl e energy resources; and

WHEREAS, the proposed conference report to the Energy
Policy Act of 2003 and S. 2095 include tax incentives for
cl ean coal and renewabl e energy production, and
reaut hori zati on of the Renewabl e Energy Production

| ncentive or REPI program and

WHEREAS, historically, tax incentives for renewable and
al ternative energy have been nade available only to
privately-owned utilities and devel opers, but not for
public power utilities; and

WHEREAS, The Renewabl e Energy Production Incentive (REPI)
program enacted in 1992, was intended to provide

i ncentives to public power systens conparable to tax
incentives that the private sector receives; and

VWHEREAS, the Renewabl e Energy Production |Incentive
(EPI') program s aut horization has expired,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors acknow edges the val ue of production
tax credit to the continued devel opnment and
commer ci al i zati on of renewabl e energy technol ogi es; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors urges Congress and the Admi nistration to provide



incentives to all electricity providers necessary to
pronote a diverse m x of donestic energy fuel sources,

i ncluding wi nd, solar, biomass, landfill gas, geothermal,
i ncrenent al hydropower, fuel cells, clean coal, nuclear
energy and ot her energy sources; and

WHEREAS, in order to provide new generation from
alternative resources, not-for-profit public power systens
need conparable incentives, such as the ability to issue
bonds at interest rates |ower than tax-exenpt rates through
a tax credit bond, the ability to sell tax benefits to

t axpayers through a tradable tax credit, or other

mechani sns; and

WHEREAS, public power custoners, |ike those served by
privately-owned utility, can benefit from federa
i ncentives to spur power production; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to reauthorize and fully fund the
REPI prograns.



MANDATORY ELECTRI C RELI ABI LI TY STANDARDS

WHEREAS, all functions of the nation=s econony rely on our

energy infrastructure, and disruptions have a neasurabl e
i npact on the econony; and

WHEREAS, on August 14, 2003, areas in the M dwest and
Nort heast experienced an electric power blackout; and

WHEREAS, the power outage affected an area with an
estimated 50 mllion people in states of Chio, M chigan,
Pennsyl vani a, New York, Vernont, Mssachusetts,

Connecti cut, and New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, estinates of total costs in the United States
range between $4 billion and $10 billion dollars; and

WHEREAS, the U S. electricity transm ssion system which
was built over the past several decades, is an extensive,
i nt erconnected network of high-voltage power |ines that
transport electricity fromgenerators to consuners; and

VWHEREAS, the reliability of the interconnected power grid
is critical to the nation=s econony and security,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors urges Congress to pass national energy
policy that will ensure our electric transm ssion system
will continue to neet the nation=s need for reliable and
affordable electricity in the 215 century; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress to pass national energy policy

t hat includes mandat ory and enforceabl e nati onal
reliability standards; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the Congress and the Admi nistration to upgrade
and enhance, in partnership with state and | oca

governnents and energy service providers, our national
transm ssion systemto ensure an adequate and reliable
supply of energy to neet projected demand for electricity;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to adequately fund research and
devel opnment into new technol ogi es that woul d i nprove the



capacity, flexibility, and efficiency of our nations
el ectric transm ssion system



PROMOTI NG DOVESTI C SOURCES OF ENERGY FOR AMERI CA

WHEREAS, the United States is currently inporting nore than
55 percent of the petrol eumour nation uses, forcing
Anericans to suffer from huge spikes in the price of
international oil and gas; and

VWHEREAS, the nation's dependence on inported oil results in
t he purchase of nmuch of that oil from nations whose foreign
policy ainms and human rights standards do not coincide with
those of the United States; and

WHEREAS, dependence on foreign energy sources has

t hreatened national security and put our mlitary forces in
harms way in order to ensure that energy supplies are not
di srupted; and

WHEREAS, there is high potential for oil and gas

devel opnment in North America and especially Al aska, where
30 trillion cubic feet of proven reserves of natural gas
are currently on the North Sl ope, and vast unproven
reserves exist throughout Al aska; and

WHEREAS, construction of a 2,000-mle, 52-inch-dianeter

Al aska Natural Gas Pipeline would create thousands of good-
payi ng jobs for Anerican workers and fire American stee
mlls with the 6 mllion tons of steel necessary to build
this pipeline; and

WHEREAS, an Al aska gas pi peline would deliver 4.5 billion
cubic feet of natural gas per day to American honmes and
factories, alnost 7 percent of donmestic gas consunption at
current rates, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors recogni zes the inportance of fueling
America’ s econom ¢ engi ne through a steady supply of

i nexpensi ve energy such as that which could be provided by
Al aska; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayor s endor se, pending conpletion of appropriate
environmental review, a project to bring Al aska gas to

mar ket and that any such project nust ensure full pipeline
safety to protect the public and environnent; and



BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors strongly encourages the U S. Congress to pass

| egi slation providing incentives for construction of an

Al aska natural gas pipeline, whose construction costs are
estimated at $20 billion.



MAYCRS GUI DE TO WATER AND WASTEWATER PARTNERSHI P SERVI CE
AGREEMENTS

VWHEREAS, The U. S. Conference of Mayors’ U ban Water Counci
recogni zes that federal government estinmates place the need
for investnent in existing and new water and wast ewat er
infrastructure at nore than $550 billion just to conply
wth the requirenents of the C ean Water Act; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Urban Water Counci
has exam ned the need for water and wast ewater
infrastructure investnent and has determ ned that | ocal
governnent currently provides 90% of the investnent in
wat er and wastewat er infrastructure annually; and

VWHEREAS, | ocal governnment normally finances water and

wast ewat er infrastructure investnents via nunicipal/revenue
bonds, and that conpetition for infrastructure bonds for

ot her uses are conpetitive and effectively linmt the anount
that can be directed towards water and wastewater
infrastructure; and

VWHEREAS, The Urban Water Council has urged Congress to
elimnate state volune caps for Private Activity Bonds
(PABs) used for water and sewer projects; and

VWHEREAS, The Urban Water Council encourages Cities to
consi der the benefits of public-private partnerships in
wat er and wastewater infrastructure (including public-
private partnerships in the formof contract operations,
desi gn- bui | d-operate arrangenents, buil d-own-operate
arrangenents, or other appropriate arrangenents) as a way
to save noney, to ensure adequate water supplies, to

achi eve conpliance with environnental rules, enhance water
service provision and to nmaintain and inprove water and
wast ewat er infrastructure; and

VWHEREAS, Local government experience in arranging |long-term
wat er and wast ewat er partnerships has grown and meki ng

i nfornmed deci si ons about partnership contract terns and
conditions is inportant to protect the public partner,
ratepayers and infrastructure asset, as well as the private
party and infrastructure operator.

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors recommends that Mayors considering water
partnershi ps review and consi der use of the Urban Wter



Council Report- Mayors’ Quide to Water and WAst ewat er
Partnershi p Service Agreenents.



I NCREASI NG | NVESTMENT FOR WATER AND WASTEWATER | NFRASTRUCTURE
THROUGH REMOVAL OF PRI VATE ACTI VI TY BONDS FROM THE STATE VOLUVE
CAP

VWHEREAS, the projected costs for capital inprovenent and
projects in water and wastewater infrastructure are
projected to exceed $1 trillion over the next 20 years in
order to conply with the Clean Water Act and the Safe
Drinking Water Act; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors adopted policy in
the year 2000 in Seattle to seek out innovative ways to
help cities finance the construction of new water and
wast ewater treatnent facilities, collection systens and
di stribution systens; and

WHEREAS, the Urban Water Council has revi ewed federal

i npedi ments to financing water and wastewater

i nfrastructure including existing environnmental and tax
policy, and

WHEREAS, the Urban Water Council adopted a resolution to
support simlar legislation in June of 2001 that woul d
exenpt Private Activity Bonds for water and sewage
facilities fromthe state volune caps, but that |egislation
is no | onger under consideration by congress, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayor s hereby endorses and urges Menbers of Congress to
support | egislation which would exenpt Private Activity
Bonds for water and sewage facilities fromthe state vol une
caps in order to increase investnent in water and

wast ewat er supply infrastructure.



ENCOURAG NG SUSTAI NABLE COMMUNI Tl ES

WHEREAS, the World Comm ssion on Environnment and

Devel opnent defines sustai nabl e devel opnent as “devel opnent
that neets the needs of the present w thout conprom sing
the ability of future generations to neet their own needs”;
and

VWHEREAS, sust ai nabl e devel opnent integrates the principles
of econom c devel opnent, environnental protection, social
equity and education; and

WHEREAS, a sustainable conmunity seeks to inprove public
health and a better quality of life for all its residents
by limting waste, preventing pollution, maxim zing
conservation, pronoting efficiency, and devel opi ng | ocal
resources to revitalize the | ocal econony; and

WHEREAS, el enments that make up a sustainable community
i nclude the foll ow ng:

est abl i shing open spaces and wildlife conservation zones
in order to maintain biodiversity and adequate recreati on
space for residents;

pronoti ng m xed-use devel opnent in areas where |low to
zero polluting transportation nodes |ike mass transit,
pedestrian and bicycling are easily accessi bl e;

operating nunicipal fleets that use clean-burning fuels;

establ i shing procurenment practices to encourage the
purchase of reusable or recycl ed products;

mai nt ai ni ng housi ng stock that neets diverse incone
| evel s;

encour agi ng | ocal | y-owned busi nesses, including mnority
and wonen- owned busi nesses; and

engagi ng and encouraging all nenbers of the public to
assi st in the decision-nmaking process of the conmunity;
and

VWHEREAS, nmany conmuniti es have pronoted sustai nable
devel opnment gui del i nes and concepts in their conmunities;



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED that The U.S. Conference of
Mayors strongly encourages Mayors and their cities to adopt
sust ai nabl e devel opnent practices in their own conmunities;

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors
encourages the federal and state governnments to establish
policy, prograns, and resources that pronote the concepts
and principles of sustainable comunities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat busi nesses shoul d be encour aged
t hrough regul atory incentives or marketing assistance to
beconme stewards for the environnent and to conduct their
activities with the principles of sustainabl e devel opnent
in mnd.



SUPPORTI NG THE RECOGNI TI ON OF GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTI ON BENEFI TS
OF WASTE- TO ENERGY AND OTHER RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES

VWHEREAS, nmany | ocal conmunities and nunicipalities have
adopted an integrated waste managenent approach that

i ncl udes devel opnent and operation of renewabl e energy
t echnol ogi es such as waste-to-energy and electricity
produced fromlandfill gas; and

WHEREAS, each community should strive to ensure safe
di sposal of solid waste and electricity for its residents
from cl ean energy sources; and

WHEREAS, renewabl e energy sources such as waste-to-energy
and electricity produced fromlandfill gas provide a nunber
of environnment al benefits including utilization of

i ndi genous natural resources, reduced dependence on

i mported foreign energy supply, increasing donestic fuel

di versity, and significant reduction in the potential for
rel ease of greenhouse gases into the atnosphere; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Environnental Protection Agency and ot her
experts in the field of greenhouse gas em ssions have
studi ed waste-to-energy’s ability to avoid the rel ease of
greenhouse gas enmissions into the atnosphere and found that
facilities nationwi de annually avoid the release into the
at nosphere of nore than 40 mllion netric tons of carbon
dioxide or its equivalent, a potent greenhouse gas; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Departnent of Energy, the U S. Congress,
and many states, counties, and |ocal governnents are

consi dering the adoption of policy, |egislation, and

regul ations to quantify the reduction or avoi dance of
greenhouse gas enissions from various technol ogi es and
managenent mnet hods, and in some cases assi gn greenhouse gas
credits for the reduction or avoi dance of greenhouse gas
em ssions emtted into the atnosphere,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors recogni zes the significant
contribution provided by waste-to-energy and electricity
produced by landfill gas in avoiding the rel ease of
greenhouse gases into the atnosphere; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the U S. Departnent of Energy, the U S
Congress, states, counties and |ocal governments to



guantify the anount of greenhouse gas em ssions avoi ded by
the use of waste-to-energy and electricity produced from
andfill gas using the U S. Environnmental Protection Agency
nmet hodol ogy or simlar nmethod, and to grant these
technol ogi es the sanme incentives as provided in policy,

| egi slation and regul ation to other technol ogi es or nethods
that reduce or avoid rel ease of greenhouse gases.



PROHI BI TI NG LI ABI LI TY PROTECTI ON FOR MIBE MANUFACTURERS

WHEREAS, Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MIBE) is a synthetic
chem cal used as an octane enhancer, |ead substitute and
nore recently a vehicle em ssion reduction additive to
gasoline in the United States since the late 1970s; and

VWHEREAS, the C ean Air Act Anendnents of 1990 required
urban areas in nonattainment for ozone to begin selling
refornul at ed gasolines (RFG designed to reduce eni ssions
begi nning 1 n1995. A mai n conponent of RFG is oxygen, which
is added to gasoline primarily by two oxygenates -- MIBE
and et hanol ; and

WHEREAS, MIBE has contaninated |arge quantities of surface
and ground water by rel easing MIBE through | eaking
under ground storage tanks and pi pelines; and

WHEREAS, one cup of MIBE, the anmount found in one gallon of

gasol i ne oxygenated with MIBE, can contami nate an entire 5
mllion gallon well to the point of being undrinkable; and

VWHEREAS, many st ates have banned MIBE or plan to phase it
out due to water pollution concerns; and

WHEREAS, current renedi ati on techni ques to cl ean water
contam nated with MIBE are both inadequate and extrenely
expensi ve; and

WHEREAS, a study by a California environmental engineering
firmestimted it would cost $29 billion to clean up the
500 public drinking-water wells and 45,000 private wells
across the country contam nated with MIBE in addition to

t he approxi mately 140, 000 underground storage tanks stil

| eaki ng gasoline containing the additive; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. House of Representatives adopted the
Energy Policy Act of 2003, (HR 6) granting liability
protection to MIBE manufacturers thereby potentially
shifting the burden and cost of clean up to | ocal
governnents; and

WHEREAS, The conprehensive energy bill (S. 2095) currently

stalled in the U S. Senate does not contain | anguage that
provi des the producers of MIBE liability protection; and



WHEREAS, the U S. House of Representatives |eadership has
pl edged to include MIBE liability protection | anguage in
any energy bill that energes froma House- Senate energy
conference comm ttee,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors reaffirns its strong opposition to
provi sions in the House energy bill (H R 6) or any other
| egi slative vehicle that would provide producers of MIBE
wWith product liability imunity (“safe harbor”); and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the Congress to not to provide this liability
protection for MIBE manufacturers.



I NCREASI NG APPROPRI ATI ON LEVELS FOR SUPERFUND

WHEREAS, The Environnental Protecti on Agency has devel oped

pl ans, designs, and records of decision for the renediation
of | arge hazardous waste sites, nmany of themlocated in or

near urban areas; and

VWHEREAS, such pl ans, designs, and records of decision were
devel oped at great cost and over many years, in close
consultation with | ocal and state governnents; and

VWHEREAS, EPA and its state and | ocal partners have fiel ded
teans capabl e of renediating such sites; and

WHEREAS, because of inadequate funding, actual performance
of the agreed upon renedi es has been put on hold, or slowed
down; and

WHEREAS, because of inadequate funding sone |arge sites,

such as New Bedford Harbor, in New Bedford, MA, have been
put on a 26 year cleanup schedul e; and

VWHEREAS, such a stretched out renediation is likely to
greatly increase the ultimate cost of cleanup to the
federal and state governnents; and

VWHEREAS, such a stretched out or del ayed cl eanup schedul e
is likely to underm ne the feasibility of selected
remedi es, necessitating a new and expensive planni ng and
design process in the future; and

WHEREAS, such del ays perpetuate the public health and
envi ronnental threat posed by such sites; and

VWHEREAS, del ays in cleanup i npose severe obstacles to
econom ¢ devel opnment in many cities; and

VWHEREAS, the noney needs of nany of the |argest sites,

whi ch have been in the systemfor many years, have created
a bl ockage in the system interfering with EPA's ability to
list new sites or to performrenedies at smaller sites; and

WHEREAS, the problens presented by large sites that are
ready for construction can be resolved through an increase
in appropriations for Superfund of $300 million a year for
the next five years; and



WHEREAS, such an increase would actually reduce the cost of
t he Superfund program over tine, and confer significant

public health, environnmental and econom c benefits on many
American cities.

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to increase the appropriation for
Superfund by $300 mllion a year for the next five years,
and to dedicate such increase to financing actual cleanup
at ready to go sites.



EXPRESSI NG THE CONCERN OF THE UNI TED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS
AS TO THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE US VI SI T PROGRAM ( AT BORDER
Cl TI ES AND BORDER PORTS OF ENTRY)

VWHEREAS, on April 29, 2003, Tom Ri dge, the Secretary of the
Depart ment of Honel and Security announced the creation of
the United States Visitor and I nmm grant Status Indicator
(US-VISIT) Program previously known as the Entry-Exit
System (EES); and that the program would be directed to the
Under Secretary for Border Transportation and Security, Asa
Hut chi nson; and

WHEREAS, the Departnent of Homel and Security has stated
that the goal of USVISIT is to enhance the security of the
United States without slowing the systemfor legitimte
visitors, and on this latter aspect of the departnent's aim
on which border cities such as the Laredo and Detroit, M
seek essential assurances; and

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors fears that
when this programis inplenented it may have detrinental,
and even del eterious effects on all border cities and by
extension and inplication, the nation; and

WHEREAS, Mayors recogni ze the inportance to our honel and
security efforts to collecting necessary information
regarding visitors who tenporarily enter our country;
Mayors want to make certain that the Departnent fully
recogni zes and appreci ates the unique chall enges facing the
border comrunities. Hundreds of thousands of crossings
take place daily at Texas-Mexico bridges and U. S. - Canadi an
borders, as Anericans, Canadi ans and Mexicans visit famly
and friends, shop and go sight seeing, and participate in
the thriving trade between our nations that is the |egacy
of NAFTA; and

WHEREAS, the entire nation benefits fromthese exchanges,
but border communities in particular are dependent on the
rapi d novenent of travelers and comrerce to sustain their
econom es. Unfortunately, wait tinmes during heavy traffic
can already |ast several hours, and many are concerned that
a poorly designed entry/exit system m ght cause even | onger
delays. For this reason, it is essential that a
conprehensi ve, detailed plan be reveal ed soon, so that it
may be thoroughly vetted by all interested parties well
before US VISIT is inplenmented at our borders; and



WHEREAS, the Conference appreciates the May 7 statenent of
DHS Assi stant Secretary Asa Hutchinson that "our borders
and ports are not just 'openings' to be secured. They are
econonmi ¢ doors that nust remain open. W nust al ways keep
both goals in mnd", and agrees with Secretary Hutchinson’s
statenent, and | ooks forward to continuing to work with him
to achieve an entry-exit tracking systemthat neets our

dual goals of protecting the American people and
facilitating the legitimate traffic and trade that is so
inmportant to states and our nation's econony; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED by the United States
Conf erence of Mayors that the Conference is concerned with
the manner in which US-VISIT is inplenented; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Conference requests that
the Secretary of Honmel and Security, or his designees,
consult with the Border Cities as to the manner of its

i npl enentation and as to ways in which the current system
for persons crossing between the United States, Mexico and
Canada nay be nmi ntai ned and enhanced rather than fettered
and set back.



SUPPCORT FOR EXTENSI ON OF AUTHORI ZATI ON OF THE AFRI CAN GROMH AND
OPPCRTUNI TY ACT (AGOA) AND FOR THE U. S. - SOUTHERN AFRI CAN CUSTOVS
UNI ON ( SACU) FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, in the past year, the inplenentation of the
African Gowh and Opportunity Act (AGOA) has continued to
strengthen the United States’ trade and econom c
relationship with the countries of Sub-Saharan Africa; and

WHEREAS, the African G owh and Opportunity Act is a
cornerstone of the effort by the Adm nistration to pronote
free markets, expand U S. -African trade and investnent,
stinmulate economc growh, and facilitate sub-Saharan
Africa' s integration into the global econony; and

VWHEREAS, the African G owh and Qpportunity Act continues
to foster new trading opportunities and investnent, create
new j obs, and pronote econom c devel opnent, while both
supporting the efforts of sub-Saharan African nations
undertaking difficult economc, political, and social
reforns and providing incentives for countries considering
such reforns; and

WHEREAS, the inplenentation of the African G owth and
OQpportunity Act continues to help sub-Saharan Africa
address the chall enges of debt relief, poverty reduction,
infrastructure devel opnent, and H V/ Al DS and ot her

i nfectious di seases; and

WHEREAS, to further these goals and encourage |ong-term
devel opnent in the region, the U S. has enbarked on
negotiations for a free trade agreement (FTA) with the

Sout hern African Custons Union (SACU) to spur U S. econonic
grow h and job creation as well as to inprove living

st andards, eradicate poverty, and encourage econom C

devel opnent, the rule of |law, and transparency in sub-
Saharan African countries; and

VWHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors has | ong supported
trade agreenents with countries around the world in order
to further such econonm c growth and devel opnent goal s and
to benefit the dynam c economes of U S. cities,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to extend AGOA' s aut horization and



its special third-country fabric provision, which includes
enhancenent of AGOA-rel ated technical assistance, and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors
supports U. S. efforts to conclude a strong U. S. - SACU Free
Trade Agreenent, which has the potential to bolster US. -
sub- Saharan trade and investnent relations while

strengt heni ng the econony of sub-Saharan African nations.



COMVENDATI ON OF U. S. CONFERENCE OF MAYORS PAST PRESI DENT AND
FORMER MAYOR OF KNOXVI LLE VI CTOR ASHE ON HI S CONFI RVATI ON AS
AMBASSADOR TO POLAND

VWHEREAS, as Mayor of Knoxville, Victor Ashe served his city
with great distinction for sixteen years, concentrating on

inmproving the city’'s financial condition, making sure that

city nei ghborhoods were clean and safe, devel opi ng new and

i nnovative ways to deliver essential public services while

mai ntaining a |l evel tax rate, and devel opi ng new parks and

gr eenways; and

WHEREAS, in 1994 and 1995, Victor Ashe served as an

out standi ng President of the Conference of Myors, |eading
the battl e agai nst unfunded federal mandates, resulting in
passage of a nmandate relief bill which was signed into | aw
by the President in March, 1995; and

WHEREAS, when Mayor Ashe hosted the Conference of Mayors
Leadership Meeting in Knoxville, he ensured that mayors had
the opportunity to view best practices and nodel prograns,
including the significant role of the fine arts and parks
and green spaces in contributing to the livability of
Knoxvill e; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Ashe participated in the U S. Conference of
Mayors M ssion to Africa in Septenber 2003, |ed by

Presi dent Janes A Garner of Henpstead, the | argest
international mssion in the history of the Conference of
Mayors, and Mayor Ashe |ed the del egati on of mayors that
visited Uganda to learn fromand share experiences with
Uganda mayors on the challenges of HV/AIDS to that nation
and the continent of Africa; and

WHEREAS, t hroughout his tenure as Mayor of Knoxville, Mayor
Ashe’s active participation in the Conference of Mayors
contributed greatly to the prograns, commttees, and
policies of the organization, sustaining the Conference' s
role as a major and powerful national advocate for cities
and suburbs and the people who live in them and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Senate has confirnmed the nomi nation of

Vi ctor Ashe by the President of the United States George W
Bush to be U S. Anbassador to Poland, a post in which he
will begin serving in md-July 2004,



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors assenbled in this, the 72" Annual Conference of
Mayors in Boston, offers its nost heartfelt and sincere
congratul ati ons to Anbassador Victor Ashe, his w fe Joan,
and their children, and conveys warnest good w shes for a
successful and productive tenure as Anbassador to Pol and.



SUPPCORT FOR THE COMMENCEMENT OF NEGOTI ATI ONS ON THE ELI M NATI ON
OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

VWHEREAS, as |ong as nucl ear weapons exist, cities around
the world will be vulnerable to instantaneous devastation
on a scal e exceedi ng even that experienced by Hiroshi ma and
Nagasaki in 1945; and

VWHEREAS, a nucl ear war woul d devastate many cities, an
accidental mssile |aunch woul d devastate several cities,
and use of a nucl ear weapon by terrorists would devastate a
city; and

WHEREAS, any nucl ear attack would obliterate City Hall and
al | emergency response nmechani sns rendering any city
“planning” for such a disaster utterly futile; and

WHEREAS, the world' s forenost |ine of defense against

nucl ear dangers is the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty
(NPT) which is currently in its seventh review cycle, with
all parties to the treaty scheduled to neet next May to
ensure that the treaty is being fully inplenented; and

WHEREAS, all other weapons of nmass destruction have been
prohi bited by international agreenent and are being

el i m nated under international control, and the nuclear -
weapon states party to the NPT have undertaken to pursue
negotiations in good faith on nucl ear disarmanment; and

WHEREAS, the International Court of Justice unani nously
found in 1996 that all states were obliged to “bring to a
concl usi on negotiations | eading to nuclear disarmanent in
all its aspects under strict and effective international
control;” and

WHEREAS, the World Conference of Mayors for Peace has

| aunched an international canpaign calling on the 2005 NPT
Revi ew Conference to | aunch negotiations on the elimnation
of nucl ear weapons, to be concluded by 2010 and fully

i npl emented by 2020, also known as the 2020 Vision; and

VWHEREAS, weapons of nass destruction have no place in a
civilized world,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors calls upon the U. S. President to support a decision
by the 2005 NPT Revi ew Conference to commence negoti ati ons



on the prohibition and elim nation of nucl ear weapons and
nucl ear -weapon-rel ated materials, and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED the U.S. Conference of Myors shal

remain engaged this matter until our cities are no | onger
under the threat of nucl ear devastation.



SUPPORT FOR THE GOALS AND M SSI ON OF GLOCAL FORUM

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors supports
the goals and m ssion of docal Forum a globally based,
non- profit organi zati on headquartered in Rone, Italy and in
Washi ngton, DC.; and

VWHEREAS, the d ocal Forumis a non-government al

organi zation, created in 2001, which works for a new

bal ance between gl obal and | ocal forces by enphasizing the
central role of cities in the world; and

WHEREAS, the vision of docal Forum @ obalization, is an

i nnovative strategy focusing on gl obal issues by enmpowering
| ocal communities, encouraging gl obal powers to have a

br oader respect for |ocal powers and cultural diversity;
and

WHEREAS, the d ocal Forum pronotes econom ¢ devel opnent and
peace- building activities through city-to-city

rel ati onshi ps, youth enpowernent and information

t echnol ogy; and

WHEREAS, the d ocal Forum believes that cities have a
central role in international relations and that nmayors are
poi sed to becone the new di pl omats of our world because
they are able to effectively nobilize the good will, energy
and expertise of their civil societies to contribute to
peacef ul dial ogue and cul tural exchange; and

VWHEREAS, the d ocal Forum supports city-to-city networks by
connecting themto the resources of the private and public
sector thus utilizing this global coalition of
i nternational organizations and private sector conpanies to
har ness resources and address | ocal needs; and

WHEREAS, the d ocal Forum believes that young people play
an inportant role in the support and growh of cities, and
a defining role in the future devel opnent of our world; and

WHEREAS, The d obal Youth Parlianent (GYP), created by the
d ocal Forumand the World Bank Institute, is a global-

| ocal network of youth representing their cities, which
encourages and facilitates the participation of young
people in local government, city-to-city networking, and
peace building initiatives; and



WHEREAS, the d ocal Forum in partnership with Quincy Jones
Li sten Up Foundation, is launching a new canpaign called
“We are the Future,” designed to secure a better future for
children in areas of conflict around the world, with the
obj ective of creating child centers for children living in
conflict and post-conflict cities, and supported by a

gl obal coalition of cities and major public and private
sector organi zations; and

VWHEREAS, The U.S. Conference of Mayors participated in the
A ocal Forum held in Rone, Italy, May 16-17, 2004, and had
t he opportunity to observe firsthand the work of the d ocal
Forum and

WHEREAS, United States mayors who participate with d ocal
Forumw || be invited to participate in the annua

G obal i zation Conference in Ronme, Italy, and in other

G ocal Foruns,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the United States
Conf erence of Mayors supports the m ssion and goal s of

G ocal Forumand will participate in the activities and
progranms, as appropriate for the mayors and cities of the
United States.



HAI TI AN REFUGEE | MM GRATI ON FAI RNESS ACT OF 1998

WHEREAS the federal government of the United States has

enacted the Haitian Refugee Immgration Fairness Act of
1998 to deal with the Haitian Refugee crisis; and

WHEREAS during the 108'" Congress (2" Session), Senators
Graham Dew ne, Lautenberg, Durbin and Kennedy introduced a
bill to the Senate seeking to anend the Haitian Refugee
| mmi grati on Fairness Act of 1998; and

WHEREAS during the 108'"™  Congress (1 Sessi on),
Representative Meek introduced a simlar bill to the House
of Representatives seeking to anend the Haitian Refugee
| mrm gration Fairness Act of 1998 (“H FRA"); and

WHEREAS t he proposed bill is entitled H FRA | nprovenent Act
of 2003; and

WHEREAS the proposed anendnent seeks to (1) include
docunent fraud anong the ground in inadmssibility into the
United States which shall not preclude an otherw se
qualifying Haitian alien from pernmanent resident status
adjustnent; (2) provide that determ nations with respect to
children shall be nade using the age of an individual as of
Cctober 21, 1998; (3) permts new status adjustnent
application to be filed for a limted tinme period;, and (4)
directs the Secretary of Honme Security to establish
procedures for reopening status adjustnent applications
based upon the anendnents made by H FRA | nprovenent Act of
2003,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors strongly encourages the U S. Congress to pass the
proposed amendnents to the Haitian Refugee |nmgration
Fai rness Act of 1998.



RESPONDI NG EFFECTI VELY AND | MVEDI ATELY TO THE HUMAN RI GHTS
TRAGEDY | N SUDAN

VWHEREAS, a conflict between rebel forces in the Darfu
regi on of Sudan and forces of the Sudanese governnent
(along with allied Janjaweed mlitias) has resulted in
attacks by air and ground forces on tens of thousands of
i nnocent peopl e and undefended vill ages throughout the
Darfur regions; and

WHEREAS, approxi mately 30,000 people are believed to have
been killed, with over one mllion people forced fromtheir
homes by the Sudanese governnent troops and Janj aweed
mlitias, approximtely 120,000 of them havi ng sought
refugee protection in neighboring Chad; and

WHEREAS, the United States Departnent of State estinmates
that at |east 301 Sudanese vill ages have been
systematically attacked and destroyed, and another 76
Sudanese vil | ages have been damaged; and

WHEREAS, a nore preci se assessnent of the scope of the
killing, ethnic cleansing, and other human rights
atrocities (including rapes and tortures) has been nade

i npossi bl e because of obstructions to access inposed by the
Sudanese governnent; and

VWHEREAS, the Sudanese governnent has been unwilling to
effectively address the human rights crisis in Darfur and
has been supplying arns to the allied Janjaweed mlitias
perpetrating viol ence against African Muslinms in Darfur;
and

WHEREAS, nuch of the viol ence being perpetrated agai nst
people in the Darfur region of Sudan is occurring through
aerial attacks; and

WHEREAS, Ammesty International has estimted that al nost
three mllion people are affected by the conflict in the
Dar fur region, but humanitarian aid agencies and the United
Nations estimate that only 15 percent of these people have
received aid, due to inpedinments to the delivery of aid

i nposed by the Sudanese governnent; and

WHEREAS, because of the inpedinents to access by
humani tarian in jeopardy of starvation and illness; and



WHEREAS, United States Secretary of State Colin Powell has
said of the situation, “This is a catastrophe and it is

i ncunbent on the international community to conme together
solidly to do everything we can to bring it to an end to
bring relief to these desperate people;” and

WHEREAS, the United States and nmuch of the internationa
comunity turned a blind eye to the nurders, rapes and
torture of mllions of people, as well as the ethnic

cl eansing and ot her massive human rights abuses during the
Hol ocaust, and in Rwanda, Bosnia and Srebrenica; and

VWHEREAS, there has been general agreenent that “Never
Again” will we allow such tragedies to occur; and

WHEREAS, effective nmeasures can be taken by the United
States, the United Nations, and the international community
to end many of the tragic human rights abuses occurring in
Sudan,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED THAT the U. S. Conference of
Mayors strongly urges the U S. Congress and the Bush

Admi nistration, in collaboration with the United Nations,
to call on the governnment of Sudan to (a) declare a no-fly
zone over the Darfur region, putting an end to aeri al
attacks, with enforcenent of the no-fly zone to be provided
by the United Nations; (b) allow the free novenent of human
rights investigators and humanitarian workers in the Darfur
region; (c) cease supplying the allied Janjaweed mlitia
with arnms; and (d) agree to a United Nations mi ssion of at

| ease 10,000 international peacekeepers to stop the
violence and attend to the needs of those who have been

i npacted by the violence in the Darfur region.



SUPPORT OF A Sl X- YEAR VELL- FUNDED METROPOLI TAN FOCUSED
REAUTHORI ZATI ON OF THE TRANSPORTATI ON EQUI TY ACT FOR THE 2157
CENTURY ( TEA-21)

WHEREAS, Anerica’ s netropolitan areas, its cities and
suburbs, are the engines of our nation’s great econony
generating 87%of its economic growmh, over $3.8 trillion;
and

WHEREAS, netropolitan areas generate over 85%of the
nation’s econom c output, |abor income and jobs; and

WHEREAS, in the gl obal marketplace, U S. netropolitan areas
represent 48 of the world s 100 | argest econom es; and

VWHEREAS, netropolitan econom es need nodern infrastructure
to secure the nation's future econom c grow h; and

WHEREAS, America needs a 21% Century transportation system
that invests in the dramati c expansi on of high-capacity
public transit systens, addresses aging and congested
infrastructure, protects the environnent, defends citizen
participation and fosters job creation; and

WHEREAS, stormwater mitigation projects pronote

envi ronnment al stewardship by reducing floodi ng and pol | uted
runof f from existing highways and ot her transportation-

rel ated activities caused by hi ghway stormvater di scharge;
and

VWHEREAS, the rising costs of |and acquisition for
transportation projects nakes it increasingly nore
difficult for localities to attract businesses and
residents in an effort to stinulate and sustain econonic
grow h; and

WHEREAS, naxim zing investnments in local transit systens
leads to relief of traffic congestion and mtigation of
pol | utant em ssions; and

WHEREAS, by investing transportation funds w sely, we can
l'ink our netropolitan areas, reduce traffic congestion,
create jobs, and make our new econony (based on the rapid
nmovenent of goods and services) function nore productively;
and



WHEREAS, the U.S. Departnent of Transportation Conditions
and Performance Report estinmates that an average of $75.9
billion per year over the next 20 years will be needed just
to maintain the current physical condition and performance
of the highway systemand to i nprove the system would
require $106.9 billion per year; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Departnent of Transportation Conditions
and Performance Report estimates the annual cost to

mai ntain transit infrastructure to be 14.8 billion, and the
annual cost to inprove the system would require $20.6
billion,

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urge the Adm nistration and Congress
to pass a six-year transportation reauthorization bill that
funds core highway and transit prograns at no fewer than
$318 billion; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urge the Adm nistration and Congress to recogni ze
that a transportation reauthorization at a significantly

| ower | evel than the Senate approved $318 billion wll
continue the rapid deterioration of our transportation
systens; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urge the Adm nistration and Congress to retain the
basi c principles of TEA-21; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors urge the Adm ni stration and Congress to support the
hi ghest possible funding for the transit programto

stinmul ate a dramati c expansi on of high-capacity public
transit systens, including light rail, heavy rail conmuter
rail, bus service, dedicated alignnment bus rapid transit,
express bus services and transit/HOV | anes; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the Adm nistration and Congress to support
guaranteed funding for the transit programfromthe general
fund, the maintaining of current matching shares for the
transit program as authorized under | STEA and TEA 21 and
under no circunstance should the transit program be reduced
to increase funding for the highway program and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors urge the Adm nistration and Congress to fund the



core highway program at the highest |evels possible,
recogni zing that congestion is a grow ng problem costing
over $78 billion annually and 32% of our roads are in poor
or nediocre condition and that 29% percent of bridges are
structurally deficient or functionally obsol ete; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urge the Adm nistration and Congress to support
“Projects of National and Regional Significance” by funding
this program at the highest |evels possible recognizing
that it is difficult for cities and states to dedicate
resources to |l arge-scal e projects addressi ng agi ng,
structurally obsol ete and congested transportation
infrastructure; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urge the Adm nistration and Congress to nmaintain the
| STEA — TEA-21 Congestion Mtigation and Air Quality
Program (CMAQ and fund at the highest |evels possible
recogni zi ng the growi ng nunber of non-attai nnent areas

desi gnat ed under the 8-hour ozone and fine particul ate
matter standards; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urge the Adm ni stration and Congress to subject
State Departnents of Transportation and Metropolitan

Pl anni ng Organi zati ons to hei ght ened performance and
accountability requirenments, including regular reporting to
the public on how federal transportation funds are being
spent, support locally adopted and performance targets and
t hat MPO Board nakeup should reflect the jurisdiction that
the MPO is representing; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urge the Adm nistration and Congress as owners and
managers of virtually all of the nation’s highways,

bridges, and transit systens to suball ocate greater surface
transportation resources and decision naking to
metropolitan areas; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that the transportation bill should
recogni ze the inportance of |ocal government as the

organi zation best fit to disperse and plan the use of funds
and where possible the transportation bill should allocate
funding directly to | ocal governnents; and



BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat transportation funding shoul d
continue to recogni ze the uni que needs growing cities and
new cities.



SUPPORT OF MAI NTAI NI NG CURRENT TRANSI T FORMULA BALANCE

WHEREAS, in a recent five-year period alone, public
transportation use has increased by 22 percent — grow ng
faster than vehicle mles and airline passenger nmles
travel ed over the sanme period. |In 2001, Americans used
public transportation 9.5 billion tines — the highest
ridership level in 40 years; and

WHEREAS, conmunities across the country are rehabilitating
and expandi ng public transportation systens and
constructing new ones. Mre than 550 |ocal public
transportation operators currently provide services in 319
ur bani zed areas; 1,260 organi zations provide public
transportation in rural areas; and 3,660 organizations
provi de services to the aging popul ation and di sabl ed

i ndi vi dual s; and

WHEREAS, the historical balance of transit funding, through
which 40%is allocated for the Fixed Gui deway and Rai
Moder ni zation (Rail-Md) Program 40%for the New Starts
Program and 40% for the Bus and Bus Facility Program
ensures funding to build new systens, nmaintain existing
systens and provide flexibility to small conmunities; and

VWHEREAS, the current bal ance is based on needs and ensures
that new systens after being built are properly maintained,
and

WHEREAS, nore than 50 systens around the country depend on
Rai | - Mod funding to maintain track, power, signals, rolling
stock and nore will be eligible for this funding when their
systens are 7 years or ol der,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges the Adm nistration and Congress
to maintain the historical balance in transit formula
prograns by continuing to allocate 40% of transit fornul a
funds for Rail -Md, 40%for New Starts and 20% for Bus and
Bus Facilities.



SUPPORT OF AMIRAK' S NATI ONAL SYSTEM AND
OPPOSI TION TO THE ELI M NATI ON OF LONG DI STANCE ROUTES

VWHEREAS, Antrak annually provides intercity passenger rai
travel to over 24 mllion Amrericans residing in 46 states;
and

VWHEREAS, Antrak was able to conpletely turn around its
fi nances and cl osed out 2003 with $150 million by sound
fiscal stewardship while enjoying the nost riders in the
railroad’ s 32-year history with 24 mllion riders; and

WHEREAS, in highly popul ated regions Antrak trains carry
commuters to and fromwork in congested netropolitan areas
providing a reliable rail option, reducing congestion on
roads and in the skies; and

WHEREAS, for many rural Americans, Antrak represents the
only major intercity transportation link to the rest of the
country; and

WHEREAS, passenger rail provides a nore fuel-efficient
transportati on systemthereby providing cl eaner
transportation alternatives and hel ping to reduce Anerica’ s
dependence on foreign oil; and

VWHEREAS, the United States governnent has significantly
undercapitalized the national Antrak system for decades,
failed to provide passenger rail with a dedicated secure
source of funding |Iike other nodes enjoy and has not
supported passenger rail as many other nations have; and

WHEREAS, no conparabl e nati onal passenger rail systemin
the world has succeeded wi t hout operating subsidies;
certainly no system has ever succeeded w t hout substanti al
public capital investnent; and

VWHEREAS, Rail Passenger Service Restructuring,
Reaut hori zati on, and Devel opnment Act (S.2306) proposes the
est abli shment of a comm ssion to cl ose down | ong-di stance
routes, would split Antrak into several entities, and
requires a nulti-state Northeast Corridor conpact to |ease
the corridor fromthe federal governnent; and

VWHEREAS, Antrak has requested $1.8 billion for fiscal year
2005; however, the President’s recommended budget anpunt
for Amrak is $900 million, a 26% cut fromlast year’s



appropriation and an anmount that would shut down the
nati onal system and

WHEREAS, the Inspector General at the U S. Departnent of
Transportation, Kenneth Mead, stated in Congressiona
testinony that funding at $1.346 billion “merely postpones
the day of reckoning and that day is surely comng. Antrak
cannot continue to operate the current system w t hout
eventual | y and soon addressing the backl og of investnent
needed to bring that systemto a state-of-good-repair.

O herwi se, unacceptabl e and unpredictabl e equi pnent and
infrastructure problenms will surely begin a downward spiral
of dim nished service |l evels and di sappeari ng passenger
service”, and

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors urges the Adm nistration and Congress
to invest in Antrak by creating a | ong-term sustai nabl e
federal funding mechanismto provide Amtrak with a fair and
consi stent source of capital and operating support for
intercity and passenger rail; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States Conference of
Mayors urges the Adm nistration and Congress to provide at
least $1.8 billion for Amrak in FYO5 to not only sustain
but al so inprove our national intercity passenger rai
system over the next year; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the Adm nistration and Congress to reject
efforts to elimnate | ong-di stance routes, break up and
privatize Antrak inter-city passenger rail operations; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the Departnent of Homeland Security’s
Transportation Security Adm nistration to take financial and
operational responsibility for securing our nation's
passenger and conmuter rail systens.



SUPPORT OF PROVI DI NG FEDERAL FUNDI NG FOR PARATRANSI T SERVI CE

WHEREAS, under the nmandates of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), public transit systens have nade
significant capital investnents to nake mainline transit
systens accessible for persons with disabilities; and

VWHEREAS, the goal of the ADA is that all mainline public
transit systens shall be 100% accessi ble, but the ADA
acknowl edges that even with public transit systens that are
100% accessi bl e, sonme people with disabilities will still
be unable to use mainline systens due to the nature of
their disability, weather conditions or other reasons; and

WHEREAS, under the ADA, public transit systens are required
to provide paratransit service for persons who are unable
to use mainline service, but the ADA did not provide

dedi cated funding to fulfill this federal nmandate; and

VWHEREAS, currently, the federal governnent provides no
funding for the operation of paratransit services and the
financial burden of providing this inportant service has
fallen on the shoul ders of regional and local transit
agencies and transit riders. Public transit systens have
had to dedicate resources to paratransit and away from
mai nl i ne bus and rail service, which inpacts service
provided to all custoners; and

WHEREAS, the operating costs for providing paratransit
services for public transit systens are nore than 10 tines
the cost of providing mainline service and are expected to
continue to increase, particularly as our popul ati on ages
and costs for fuel escalate; and

VWHEREAS, transportation services for the disabled and

el derly community are provided by a variety of human

servi ces organi zati ons and agencies, public transit systens
and community based organi zations, all of which are seeking
funding fromfederal, state and | ocal governnment.

Coordi nated transportation services that extend beyond
mai nl i ne service are needed. Geater efficiency helps to
stretch the limted (and often insufficient) funding and
per sonnel resources of these agencies,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors urges the Adm nistration and Congress
to provide federal funding to public transit systens for



t he purpose of providing paratransit service as required by
t he ADA; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of

Mayors urges the Adm nistration and Congress to increase
funding for travel training for disabled and elderly
persons on public transit systenms in order to increase
opportunities for disabled and el derly persons to use
accessi ble mainline systens and to optinmally | everage the
federal investnment in public transportation.



SUPPORT OF | NCREASED FUNDI NG FOR SECURI TY
AND OPERATI ONS OF PUBLI C TRANSI T SYSTEMS

VWHEREAS, the Admi nistration and Congress have all ocated
significant federal resources in making the nation’s
airport facilities safer and | ess vulnerable to terrori st
attacks; and

VWHEREAS, 16 tinmes nore Anmericans ride on public
transportati on each day than on donestic airlines, but
there is no funding (line iten) in the Admnistration's
FYO5 budget for transit security, while there is $5.3
billion for aviation security; and

WHEREAS, the Senate Banking Committee recently approved a
mar k- up of the Public Transportation Terrorism Prevention
Act, which authorizes $5.2 billion for funding of transit
security initiatives directly to public transportation
systens beginning in fiscal year 2005; and

WHEREAS, safety and security is the top priority of the
public transportation industry. Since Septenber 11, 2001,
the industry has spent $1.7 billion fromits own resources
to fund security initiatives, many of which are from
directives issued by the Adm nistration and Congress. The
i ncreasi ng burden to respond to security directives
requires funds fromthe federal governnent; and

WHEREAS, public transportation systens need additiona
federal funding for the ongoing cost of staffing for

i ncreased security planning, surveillance, patrols and
response to alert notifications; for the devel opnent and
delivery of internal security prograns; for participation
in established security prograns external to transit

agenci es; internal and inter-agency energency preparedness
drills; and for national and regional security

wor kshops/ synposi uns t hrough governnent, industry and
partnered initiatives,

NOW THEREFCRE, BE IT RESOLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges the Adm nistration and Congress
to provide federal funding imedi ately and directly to
transit agencies and |l ocal authorities and for the

Adm nistration to include a line itemin the budget for
transit security.



CREATI NG A FEDERAL FUNDI NG SOURCE FOR “SMALL START” TRANSI T
PRQIECTS

WHEREAS, cities throughout the United States are enbracing
| ess expensive, fixed guide way “small start” transit
projects like streetcars, trolleys and bus rapid transit as
one solution to inproving transportation nobility; and

WHEREAS, today, approximately 75 nunicipalities in 39
states and the District of Colunbia have a streetcar
system have one under construction, or are interested in
getting a system and

VWHEREAS, streetcar systens, with nore than 45,000 mles of
track prior to Wrld War |, are an inportant part of our
nation’ s transportation heritage; and

VWHEREAS, streetcar lines are an inexpensive and effective
tool for transform ng urban communities, sparking economc
devel opnent, | everaging private investnent, and connecting
transit-deficient nei ghborhoods to regional transit
systens; and

WHEREAS, there is currently no Federal funding source for
new “smal | starts”; and

WHEREAS, federal rules for “new starts” are overly
burdensonme to smaller transit projects; and

WHEREAS, Congress is considering anmending TEA-21 to al |l ow
“smal | starts” to access transit capital investnent grants,

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges Congress to create a Federa
funding source to help “small starts”; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to nodify Federal rules to expedite
“smal | start” projects.



SUPPCORT OF CREATI NG A “PROIECTS OF NATI ONAL AND REGQ ONAL
SI GNI FI CANCE” OR “ MEGA- PROJECTS” CATEGCORY | N THE REAUTHORI ZATI ON
OF TEA-21, AND FUNDI NG I'T AT A ROBUST LEVEL

VWHEREAS, Anerica’s cities rely on a healthy transportation
infrastructure to keep their netropolitan econom es
conpetitive in the world marketpl ace; and

WHEREAS, a critical piece of that healthy infrastructure is
the ability to efficiently nove freight to and from markets
and ports to national and international destinations; and

WHEREAS, Federal and State governnents have a history of

partnering with cities in neeting their transportation
infrastructure needs; and

WHEREAS, many cities are facing the need to build, rebuild,
or repair nmajor segnents of their transportation
infrastructure to stinmulate econonmi c growth, nove freight
and goods, relieve congestion, and ensure safe travel; and

WHEREAS, there is no funding source in the existing
Federal -Al d H ghway program adequate to address the needs
of these “nega-projects”; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors adopted a policy for
reaut hori zation of TEA-21 that calls for the creation of a
Federal funding source to hel p address “nega-projects”; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. House of Representatives included within
its adopted TEA-21 reauthorization bill a Projects of
Nat i onal and Regi onal Significance category funded at a

| evel of $6.6 billion,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors urges Congress to pass a Projects of
Nat i onal and Regi onal Significance category with robust
funding in the final TEA 21 reauthorization bill



SUPPCORT OF CHANGES TO CHARTER REGULATI ONS | N THE REAUTHORI ZATI ON
OF THE TRANSPORTATI ON EQUI TY ACT FOR THE 215" CENTURY ( TEA-21)

VWHEREAS, public transportation noves nearly 30 mllion

people a day in the United States and transit ridership has
i ncreased 20 percent since 1995; and

VWHEREAS, transit riders represent a cross-section of
America ranging fromthe very young on their first outing
to the zoo to individuals transitioning fromwelfare to the
wor kpl ace, to seniors depending on transit services to get
themto the grocery store, nedical appointnents or famly
gat herings; and

WHEREAS, since 1987, when the current federal charter bus
regul ati ons were issued, public transportati on agencies
have been | argely unable to provide comunity-based
transportation to groups such as |ocal governnents, and
nonprofit groups such as boys and girls clubs, the Kiwanis
Cl ub, local chanbers of commerce, firefighters, and | ocal
charities; and

VWHEREAS, Congress directed in the 1991 | STEA that FTA
provide nore flexibility for public transportati on agencies
in the charter service regulation through a denonstration
program and FTA wi thdrew t he proposal for recomrended
changes on Septenber 13, 2001; and

WHEREAS, there is inconsistency in what is considered
charter service, and service found to be nass transit in
one region of the country could be consi dered prohibited
“charter service” in another; and

WHEREAS, public transportation agencies rely increasingly
upon local funding to support their operations, and | ocal
governnments and comunity groups grow i ncreasingly
frustrated that they cannot respond to conmunity needs; and

WHEREAS, public transportati on agencies that receive
federal funds should not conpete with private over-the road
carriers, they should also be allowed to provide comunity-
based transportation to events, organizations and

i ndividuals so long as the service is of public interest in
nat ure; and



WHEREAS, nuch of the problemis created by the way in which
the charter regulations are structured and can be resol ved
to protect both private industry and the |ocal comunity;
and

WHEREAS, any proposal to penalize public transportation
agenci es without corresponding clarifications to the
charter service regul ati ons would underm ne the ability of
cities to receive conmmunity-based transportation,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED that The United States

Conf erences of Mayors supports changes to the charter
service regulations that would allow transit agencies to
provi de transportation service to | ocal governnents and
soci al service agencies in the conmunity, thereby creating
a bright line distinction that renoves the transit agency
fromthe subjective confusion involved in the existing
regul atory process; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors urges
the Adm nistration and Congress to clarify the charter
service regulations to allow public transportation agencies
to provide community-based service directly to | oca
governnents and soci al service agencies; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat consi deration be given to the
concerns of the largest public transit agencies regarding
their capacity to provide such service.



SUPPORT OF PROMOTI NG TRANSPORTATI ON CHO CES | N THE
TEA- 21 REAUTHORI ZATI ON Bl LL

VWHEREAS, netropolitan regions throughout the United States
are experiencing increased highway and road congesti on and
air quality problens; and

VWHEREAS, obesity is now recogni zed as a | eading public
health threat in the United States; and

WHEREAS, encouragi ng Americans to use non-notorized
transportati on choi ces, such as bicycling and wal ki ng, for
nore of their daily trips, would reduce congestion, air
qual ity probl ens, energy consunption, and obesity, and

i mprove comunity livability; and

WHEREAS, | STEA and TEA-21 greatly expanded our nation’s
investnments in bicycle and pedestrian projects fromless
than $2 mllion per year by all 50 states combined in the
20 years prior to I STEA to an average of nore than $200
mllion during TEA-21; and

VWHEREAS, nore than $2 billion of |STEA and TEA 21 funds
have been invested in bicycling and wal ki ng since 1991; and

WHEREAS, safe routes for bicycling, wal king and ot her non-
nmotori zed transportation choices are still inadequate in
many urban areas; and

WHEREAS, Congress is considering funding increases for
Transportati on Enhancenents and the Congestion Mtigation
and Air Quality progranms, which provide the vast majority
of funds for bicycling and pedestrian projects; and

VWHEREAS, a recent study found that while 70 percent of
parents wal ked or biked to school, only 18 percent of
children today wal k or bi ke to school; and

VWHEREAS, Congress is considering formally establishing a
Safe Routes to School Programin the reauthorization of
TEA- 21,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges Congress to increase funding for
Transportati on Enhancenents and ot her prograns that
encourage non-notorized transportation alternatives; and



BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors urges Congress to establish a Safe Routes to School
Programin the reauthorization of TEA-21.



SUPPORT OF | NCREASED FUNDI NG FOR THE TRANSPCORTATI ON SECURI TY
ADM NI STRATI ON' S LETTER OF | NTENT PROGRAM

VWHEREAS, after the events of Septenber 11, the federal
governnment assuned responsibility for all aspects of
security at our nation’s airports by establishing the
Transportation Security Adm nistration (TSA) in an effort
to return travelers to a safe, efficient air transportation
system and

WHEREAS, TSA established a letter of intent “LO” program
to reinburse airports for the cost of installing
sophi sti cated Expl osive Detection Systens (EDS) to nore
efficiently screen checked baggage; and

VWHEREAS, Congress directed TSA through the FAA
Reaut hori zation bill, “Vision 100" to fund 90% of the EDS
installation cost for large airports and 95% of the cost
for small to nediumsized airports; and

WHEREAS, TSA has disclosed that it will be unable to fully
rei nmburse airports at the level set forth by Congress and
furthernore the agency will be unable to commt to any nore
LO s beyond the eight they have until after 2005 due to
funding restraints; and

VWHEREAS, airport EDS projects will be delayed as a result
of | ack of funding,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors calls on Congress and the Bush

Adm ni stration to appropri ate adequate federal funding for
LOs to allow airports to neet the security needs of
today’ s traveling public; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors calls
on the Transportation Security Adm nistration to fully fund
existing LO’'s at the Congressionally mandated | evel of 90%
for large airports and 95% for small to nmedium airports;

and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors
supports efforts in the United State Senate to increase
funding for the LO programby $150 mllion a year.



SUPPCRT OF | NCREASED METROPOLI TAN PLANNI NG TRANSPORTATI ON FUNDS
I N THE REAUTHORI ZATI ON OF TEA-21

WHEREAS, The Federal H ghway Act of 1973 required states to
dedi cate a portion of the funds they received fromthe
federal highway trust fund for Metropolitan Pl anning

Organi zations (MPGs) to carry out netropolitan
transportation planning progranms under the direction of
mayors and ot her |ocal policy nmakers; and

WHEREAS, Mayors and other | ocal policy makers ultimately
make deci sions on MPO pl ans and prograns ensuring that
transportation decisions on projects and spending reflect
needs of cities and the people who |ive our conmunities as
opposed to the concrete and hi ghway establishnent; and

VWHEREAS, Many states continue to penalize cities in the
di stribution of federal transportation funds and projects;
and

VWHEREAS, MPCs offer a neans, although |imted at this
point, to counter the dom nating control of state
departnents of transportation over federal transportation
funds; and

WHEREAS, According to the 2000 Census, 80 percent of the
nation’s popul ati on now resi des on netropolitan areas and
trends suggest that the netropolitan share of the

popul ation will continue to increase; and

VWHEREAS, The 2000 Census resulted in 76 new urban areas and
46 new MPGs — without increased funding, this fact al one
would result in a one fifth reduction in real planning fund
| evel s; and

VWHEREAS, MPO pl anning funds are used to devel op

transportation plans to neet air quality standards set
forth in the Clean Air Act; and

WHEREAS, In spite of the increased functions placed on
MPOs, such as energency planning, environnmental justice,
j ob access, and freight planning, overall MPO funding has
remai ned at the 1 percent |evel set in |STEA,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors urge the Adm nistration and Congress
to increase the netropolitan transportation planning set-
aside to the highest funding | evel.



I N RECOGNI TI ON OF THE NEED FOR ADEQUATE FEDERAL SCREENERS
AT OUR Al RPORTS THI S SUMMVER

VWHEREAS, after the events of Septenber 11, the federal
governnent assuned responsibility for all aspects of
security at our nation’s airports by establishing the
Transportation Security Adm nistration; and

VWHEREAS, TSA' s responsibilities included replacing the
private screener workforce which had traditionally screened
passengers with federal enployees at the security
checkpoints; and

WHEREAS, Thirteen of our nation’'s top fifty airports wll
exceed their year 2000 passenger |evels this sumrer.
Because security efficiency makes up a significant
percentage of travel wait tines, airports operators are
concerned that there will not be enough TSA screener staff
to neet the demand; and

WHEREAS, Congress put a cap on the nunber of federa
screeners at 45,000 and TSA i s runni ng vacanci es at
approxi mately 7-10% under authorized | evels,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors calls on TSA to ensure that the
appropriate |l evel of screener staff is available at our
nations’ airports to neet the needs of this sumer’s
traveling public; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors calls
on TSAto work with airports in determning the appropriate
nunber of screeners necessary for each airport.



USCM SURFACE TRANSPORTATI ON PCOLI CY CLARI FI CATI ON AND AFFI RVATI ON

WHEREAS, netropolitan areas, the focal points of economc
activity, are vital to the nation’s econom c devel opnent
and have accounted for nore than 86% of the growh in the
nation’ s econony over the |ast 10 years; and

VWHEREAS, Mayors have voiced their strong support for
reaut hori zati on of TEA-21 as transportation infrastructure
investnment is essential to the econom es of netropolitan
areas; and

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors outlined
its surface transportation goals in a policy platform
entitled: A Transportation Strategy for America’s Cities
for the 21st Century: Strengthen Metropolitan Econom es
Through Transportation Investnent; and

WHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors policy

platformlists as it Reauthorization Goals:

- Retain the basic principles of TEA 21.

- Strongly support a substantial increase in transit
i nvestment to keep pace with the dramatic ridership
i ncrease while opposing threats to transit through
real |l ocation of funding sources.

- Subal | ocate surface transportation funds to metropolitan
areas for repair and mai ntenance of existing urban
hi ghways whil e gi ving equal weight to expanding public
transit, congestion mtigation, safety prograns,
i nternodal projects, |and use, and streaniined federal
and state transportation regul ations.

- Provide significant resources to address agi ng and
congested transportation infrastructure.

- Require accountability and performance based neasures of
state transportati on agenci es and metropolitan planning
or gani zati ons (MPO).

WHEREAS, trade between the Mexico, Canada and the United
States has grown exponentially since passage of NAFTA; and

WHEREAS, the US Departnent of Transportation states that
the great mpjority of this trade (for exanple roughly 83
percent of US Mexico trade by dollar value) noves by truck
or rail, placing a significant burden upon border

conmuni ties which have the responsibility of providing for



t he safe novenent of people and goods that cross our
borders on a daily basis; and

WHEREAS, Congress included in TEA-21, a Borders & Corridors
Program but through the appropriation process the funding
to border communities ahs been |imted to 14% of the
program s funding,

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors affirns its Policy Platformentitled A
Transportation Strategy for America’ s Cities for the 21st
Century: Strengthen Metropolitan Econom es Through
Transportation |Investnent; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States Conference of
Mayors amends its policy platformto call upon the Congress
to retain the Borders and Corridors program and to be
eligible for funding as a border comunity, funding would
be limted to those |ocated within 50 mles of the U S.
border and that funding be prioritized using a formula
based upon the volunme of border traffic handl ed by the
communi ty.



RESCLUTI ON I N SUPPORT OF A REASONABLE | NCREASE
AND | NDEXI NG OF THE FEDERAL GAS TAX TO MEET
THE NEEDS OF THE NATI ON' S TRANSPORTATI ON SYSTEM

VWHEREAS, Anerica s cities and netropolitan areas are the
engi nes of the national econony; and

VWHEREAS, netropolitan regi ons depend on strong
transportation infrastructure to renmain economcally
conpetitive; and

VWHEREAS, Congress is now debating the reauthorization of
TEA-21 and the critical issue of funding our nation’s
surface transportati on system and

VWHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors expressed support
for the $375 billion funding | evel for TEA-21
reaut hori zation proposed by the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Commttee in Novenber 2003; and

WHEREAS, Congress is now considering nuch | ower funding

| evel s for TEA-21 reauthorization based on the $284 billion
| egi sl ation passed by the U S. House of Representatives and
the $318 billion legislation passed by the U S. Senate; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors supports a funding
| evel of no less than $318 billion for the TEA 21
reaut horization bill; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors is pronoting an
aggressi ve agenda for TEA-21 reauthorization that woul d
require significantly nore funding than provided by TEA-21;
and

VWHEREAS, the sinplest, nost-effective neans to raise
significant revenue for surface transportation prograns is
t hrough an increase in the federal gas tax; and

WHEREAS, | eading transportati on advocates in Congress have
called for an increase in the federal gas tax to ensure
adequate investnment in transportation; and

WHEREAS, current increases in gas prices do not

translate into larger investnments in our nation’s surface
transportation infrastructure,



NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The U. S. Conference of
Mayors urges Congress and the Adm nistration to support a
reasonabl e i ncrease and indexing of the federal gas tax to
ensure a well-funded and equitability distributed TEA-21
reaut hori zation bill that neets our nation’s surface
transportati on needs.



EARNED | NCOVE TAX CREDI T PRE-CERTI FI CATI ON

WHEREAS, in 2002, the federal Earned |Incone Tax
Credit(EITC) lifted 4.9 mlIlion people, including 2.7
mllion children, above the poverty line-nore than any
ot her federal aid program and

VWHEREAS, currently, the value of the EITC credit is $36
billion, to the benefit of 22 mlIlion hard working, |ow
i ncone famlies and individuals; and

WHEREAS, the EITC represents noney earned by hard worKki ng,
l ow i ncone famlies and in no way represents a give-away;
and

VWHEREAS, the EITC provi des enornous econom ¢ benefit to our
communi ties because recipients spend their EITC dollars on
goods and services within our communities; and

VWHEREAS, beyond reduci ng poverty, the EITC pronotes work,
reduces inconme inequity and hel ps | ow i ncome wor ki ng
famlies build assets; and

VWHEREAS, despite great opposition fromthe U S. Conference
of Mayors, nenbers of Congress and many nati ona

organi zations, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

I npl emented a new "certification" process in Decenber 2003
whi ch required 25,000 EITC applicants to be "certified"
before they could receive their EITC benefits; and

WHEREAS, the IRS plans to “pre-certify” an additional
25,000 EITC applicants in July 2004 prior to know ng the
initial inpact of these requirenents through a

conpr ehensi ve eval uation; and

VWHEREAS, the extensive docunentation required for this pre-
certification may be difficult, if not inpossible, to
obtain within the proposed six nonth deadline and wl|
inevitably deter many eligible famlies fromeven applying
for the EITC benefit to which they are entitled under
federal |aw, and

VWHEREAS, the conplications of the “pre-certification”
process will inevitably cause delays in EITC refunds of
such filers, refunds that fam lies count on for basic
l'iving expenses; and



WHEREAS, the IRS has indicated that it may expand the “pre-
certification” requirenents to approximately two mllion
filers for the comng filing seasons, and do so prior to
knowi ng the initial inpact of these requirenents through a
conpr ehensi ve eval uation; and

WHEREAS, the I RS appears to be targeting | ow income worKking
famlies applying for the EITC benefit while not requiring
pre-certification for tax shelters purchased by
corporations or tax benefits clained by higher incone

i ndi vi dual s,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors calls on Congress to address any
delays in tax returns that EITC filers have experienced due
to the certification and pre-certification procedures; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors
opposes the IRS initiative to continue and expand the EI TC
pre-certification procedures; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Conference of Mayors
calls on Congress to prohibit any further inplenentation of
new El TC requirenents w t hout proper Congressional

aut hori zation; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Myors
urges Congress and the IRS to sinplify EITC so that al
those who are eligible can and will apply for their justly
deserved tax credit.



URG NG SUPPORT FOR THE CONTI NUATI ON OF
SALE- LEASEBACK FI NANCI NG

VWHEREAS, the U.S. Senate adopted a conprehensive corporate
tax bill, S. 1637, on May 11 which includes a provision
that woul d elimnate sal e-| easeback financing for state and
| ocal governnents as well as for other tax-exenpt entities;
and

WHEREAS, the proposed elimnation is included in a bil
that would repeal a U S. export tax regime which violates
World Trade Organi zation rules and replace it with a
variety of new tax cuts to corporations; and

WHEREAS, the repeal is necessary in order to renpove a
tariff (which began in March at a rate of 5 percent and is
schedul ed to increase every nonth by 1 percent until it
reaches 17 percent) which is being i nposed by the European
Union as a penalty on a wide range of U S. exports until
the illegal tax regine is repeal ed; and

WHEREAS, encouraged by federal agencies over the |ast two
decades, cities, counties and states have used sal es-

| easeback financing to help finance a nunber of critica
infrastructure i nprovenent and expansi on projects such as
subway systens, water and waste-water treatnment systens;
and

WHEREAS, sal e-| easeback financing works in many respects
i ke a person refinancing a hone and using the equity to
pay for adding an extra bedroom for exanple, to pay for
new subway cars needed to address a grow ng nunber of
passengers, a city could access the equity it owns in a
subway line by tenporarily selling it to an investor (such
as a bank) who agrees to lease it back to the city, in

whi ch case the city receives a significant fee and the
investor is allowed to depreciate the property and receive
a tax deduction over the period of the |ease, and at the
end of the | ease, ownership of the property reverts back to
the city; and

VWHEREAS, federal agencies such as the Federal Transit

Adm ni stration approved sal e-| easeback projects through the
Fall of 2003, at which time the U S. Treasury Departnment
issued a letter urging that no nore projects be approved,
and since that tinme the market for sal e-|easeback financing
has virtually shut down and left at |east 20 proposals



submitted for approval (approximtely 15 are pendi ng before
the Federal Transit Adm nistration) in a state of
uncertainty; and

VWHEREAS, the Senate voted 92-5 on May 11 to approve S.

1637, which includes new stringent rul es devel oped by the
Treasury Departnent that would be applied retroactively to
Novenber 18, 2003 and in effect shut down sal e-| easeback
financing for all pending and future proposals in order to
raise an estimated $39 billion in revenues, which would be
used to help provide $170 billion in a variety of tax cuts
to corporations over the next ten years; and

WHEREAS, if the Senate proposal is enacted, state and | ocal
governnments will lose an estimated $5.4 billion over the
next ten years at a tinme when nmany are still struggling to
recover fromthe worst fiscal crisis since Wrld War 11
and

WHEREAS, the | eadership in the House has introduced

| egislation, H R 3967, that does not enbrace the
retroactive effective date in the Senate bill, instead it
woul d al | ow pendi ng proposals to nove through the approval
process under existing rules, and nenbers on the Ways and
Means Commttee are al so considering offering amendnents
that woul d conti nue sal e-| easeback financing for state and
| ocal governnents,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges nenbers of Congress to support
final legislation that would allow state and | ocal
governnents to continue to use | easing as a neans of
financing critical infrastructure projects that benefit the
public; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that all nenbers of Congress are

urged to support and adopt final |egislation that provides
for:

a transition period that would allow all pending
proposal s to nove through the approval process under the
tax rules in effect at the tine they were submtted.

the continuation of sal es-l easeback financing with
changes in the tax rules for future transactions that

i npose appropriate anmpunts of increased risk on |essors
while at the same tine permtting transactions, as
nodified to conply with new requirenents, to continue.



appropriately limting the availability of these
transactions involving foreign assets.

requiring the lessors to nake and maintain substantia
equity investnent in the | eased property.

l[imting the anount of risk that a city or tax-exenpt
entity (lessee) nmay assune in |easing transactions to not
nore than a specified anmobunt of the investor’s (lessor’s)
risk of loss in value in the | eased property.



URG NG SUPPORT FOR REI NSTATI NG A TEMPORARY MORATORI UM
ON TAXES ON | NTERNET ACCESS FEES

VWHEREAS, in order to ensure the growth of electronic
commer ce and exam ne how state and | ocal taxes should be
applied to the market place on the world wi de web, Congress
in 1998 enacted the Internet Tax Freedom Act (I TFA), which
i nposed a tenporary noratoriumon state and | ocal taxes on
I nternet access fees, as well as banned nultiple and

di scrimnatory taxes; and

VWHEREAS, tenporary | egislation was adopted to all ow

el ectronic comerce as well as tel econmuni cations
technology time to devel op and establish trends before
determ ning how state and | ocal taxes should be appli ed;
and

WHEREAS, a sea of change is still occurring with many
technol ogies mgrating to the Internet that state and | oca
governments have traditionally taxed such as phone service
(or Voice over Internet Protocol --VolP), nusic, ganes,
novi es and nmagazi nes; and

VWHEREAS, the Internet Tax Freedom Act expired | ast Novenber
am d di sagreenent in Congress over two key issues: whether
or not it is tinme to nake the noratorium pernmanent and

whet her or not the definition of Internet access should be
expanded; and

WHEREAS, the House passed | egislation, HR 49, |ast year

t hat woul d nmake the noratorium pernmanent and expand the
definition of Internet access to include tel econmunications
servi ces, which under the original act were excl uded; and

WHEREAS, under the House bill, telecommunications services
used to provide Internet access would not be subject to
state and | ocal taxes, which could be interpreted to nmean
state and | ocal governnents would not be permtted to tax
tradi tional telephone services used to provide |nternet
access, or collect taxes on music, games novies or other
itenms bundled with Internet access and sold as a package;
and

WHEREAS, the | anguage used to define Internet access in the
House bill is so vague that the Congressional Budget O fice
could not fully estimate the financial inpact it would have
on state and | ocal governnents, although state and | oca



groups believe it could cause themto | ose billions on an
annual basis; and

WHEREAS, simlar legislation was introduced in the Senate
on behalf of the telecomunications industry by Senators
George Allen (VA) and Ron Wden (OR) but the Conference and
ot her state and | ocal groups prevailed in convincing
menbers of the Senate that it would have a severe adverse

i npact on state and | ocal revenues; and

WHEREAS, Senators Lamar Al exander (TN) and Thomas Car per
(DE) sponsored legislation (S. 2084) on behalf of state and
| ocal governnents that woul d have extended the noratorium
for two additional years and adopted a definition of
Internet access nore in line with current law, (it nerely
clarified that Internet access provided over digital

subscri ber lines, DSL, as well as other forns of Internet
access--wireless, cable and etc...would be treated the
sane); and

VWHEREAS, as a conprom se Senator John McCain (AZ) offered
| egislation, S. 150, which was approved by the Senate on
April 29, and it calls for a four-year extension of the
nmoratorium | anguage ensuring that state and | ocal
governnments may continue to collect taxes on nusic, ganes
and other itens bundled with Internet access, a grandfather
cl ause that would allow state and | ocal governnments with
taxes on Internet access in effect when the original act
was adopted in 1998 to continue collecting such taxes for
the next four years, and those with taxes on DSL to
continue to collect themfor the next two years,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors urges all nenbers of the House and
Senate to support the Senate bill, S. 150, as fina

| egi sl ati on wi thout any changes, and avoid the need for a
House- Senat e conference; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The United States Conference of
Mayors urges all nenbers of the House and Senate to oppose
any conpron se that enbraces the pernmanent noratorium or
the definition of Internet access outlined in H R 49.



RE-COVW T AMERI CA TO NATI ONAL PRI ORI TI ES FOR AVERI CA' S WORKI NG
FAM LI ES

VWHEREAS, Congress and the Adm nistration have proposed a FY
2005 budget which would significantly cut or underfund
progranms of national priority for America s working
famlies in the areas of housing, education, and health
care; and

WHEREAS, at the sane tinme, our |eaders have conmtted the
nation to a war in Iraq that has and will cost the nation’s
present and future taxpayers hundreds of billions of
dol | ars; and

VWHEREAS, Anerica’ s working famlies, particularly those
that are poor and of noderate incone, continue to struggle
financially making wages that are little or no higher in
real ternms than those of 30 years ago (Real hourly wages
for male workers in the bottom 20'" percentile was $9.70 in
1973 but it is $9.22 in 2003; for wonen, $6.62 in 1973 and
$7.94 in 2003); and

WHEREAS, in 2002 the average annual household i ncone of
famlies in the bottomfifth was only $9, 990; the second
fifth, $25,400; and the third fifth $42,802; yet in the
1990s, nore than half of famlies in these quintiles
remai ned in the same incone quintile or fell to a | ower
one; and

VWHEREAS, one quarter of the workforce—28 million people—
made | ess than $9.04/hr in 2003; and many of these are the
fighting nmen and wonen of our arned services; and

VWHEREAS, continued gl obal conpetition faced by the U. S.
econony will result in downward wage pressures for many
Anmerican famlies, particularly the 60% of Anerica’s
fam |l ies who make | ess than $42,802 annual ly, many of whom
are famlies with breadw nners serving in the arned
services, reserves, or national guard; and

WHEREAS, current federal prograns are insufficient to
adequately assist famlies who | ose jobs due to gl obal
conpetition; and

VWHEREAS, the Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent
has adm nistratively capped Section 8 housing vouchers at a



time when the nation is facing an affordabl e housing crisis
in many of its major netropolitan areas; and

WHEREAS, in a 2003 survey, the American Society of Givil
Engi neers gave the condition of the nation’s infrastructure
a “D" or failing grade in nine of twelve categories; and

WHEREAS, the Admi nistration and Congress have not honored
the conmtnent to federally fund 40% of speci al needs
education and to fully fund Head Start or the No Child Left
Behi nd Act; and

VWHEREAS, nost of Anmerica’'s famlies find it increasingly
difficult to fund college for their children; and

WHEREAS, 41 million Anericans, many of them children, have
no health insurance, and our nation does not guarantee nor
require affordable health i nsurance coverage; and

WHEREAS, the Departnment of Defense and the Adm nistration

have consistently under-represented the true cost of the
war and nation-building in lrag to the Anerican people; and

VWHEREAS, Iraqg is becom ng increasingly violent, and our
credibility wwth the Iraqi people is becom ng severely
strained due to problens securing the country after the
fall of Saddam Hussein, thereby making future U S. cost
commtnents to stabilizing Iraq significantly higher than
previous estimtes; and

WHEREAS, our | eaders today have conmitted to rebuil ding
Iraqg in an effort to pronote a nore stable M ddle East, yet
it is clear that stability in that part of the world wll
require persistent long-termresolve and public investnent;
and

WHEREAS, the war on Iraq was waged w thout the partnership
of significant international allies who are now unlikely to
significantly contribute to the cost of rebuilding Irag and
securing its future; and

WHEREAS, the nmen and wonen of the nation’s arnmed services,
reserves and national guard are serving with distinction
and honor in the Mddle East, many of them having been
injured or having sacrificing their lives for that part of
the worl d; and



WHEREAS, many city enpl oyees are serving in reserve or
national guard units in the Mddl e East for extended
periods with cities supplenenting their incone and
continuing health and other benefits at significant costs,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors calls on the Adm nistration and
Congress to recommt thenselves to addressing unmnet

national priorities to neet the needs of working Anericans,
while at the sane tinme providing the necessary resources to
adequately protect our arnmed forces in Irag—addressing both
agendas with equal resolve; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat Congress begin to address
nmeasures to support |ow and m ddle incone working famlies
by raising the mni rumwage and expandi ng col | ege student
aid prograns so that all famlies have the opportunity to
i nprove their children's future; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat Congress restore full funding
of existing housing vouchers and create incentives to
encour age the production of affordable housing for working
famlies; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat Congress devel op a new, nodern
infrastructure investnment plan to address Anerica’s
crunbling infrastructure and need for good- payi ng jobs by
creatively using pension funds, insurance guarantees,
infrastructure bonds, and creative public/private
partnerships to help finance najor projects. Additionally,
Congress mnust invest in a 21°" Century transportation system
built with ultra-nodern high-speed rail, bus, transit, and
new technology in mnd, as well as an investnent programto
redevel op the nation’s 600,000 brownfields; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that Congress fully fund Head Start
and the No Child Left Behind Act, and keep its comm tnent

to fund at | east 40% of the Individuals with Disabilities

Education Act (IDEA); and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat Congress require universa
health care for our children through expansion of the CH P
program and provide health i nsurance coverage for the

uni nsured through refundable tax credits or other funding
mechani sns; and

BE | F FURTHER RESOLVED that to maintain the strength of
America at hone, investnent in our donestic priorities



shoul d not be deferred to fund the war in Irag and the
rebui l ding of Iraqg; and

BE | F FURTHER RESOLVED t hat Congress fully fund the
wor kf orce devel opnent system especially the $1 billion in
formula funding for year round in- and out-of -school youth
and sumrer youth training, to assure the devel opnent of
future workers



URGA NG SUPPCORT FOR LOCAL | NVOLVEMENT | N THE 2010 CENSUS

VWHEREAS, the National Academ es of Science recently cited
t he 2000 address list as one of the nmjor operationa
probl ens of the 2000 census; and

WHEREAS, in 1994, Congress passed the Census Address Li st

| nprovenent Act to facilitate cooperation between the
Census Bureau and | ocal governnents to inprove the census
address list, and the Census Bureau operationalized the | aw
in a programtitled Local Update of Census Addresses
(LUCA) ; and

VWHEREAS, the Congressional intent of the Census Address
Li st I nprovenment Act was two-fold: first the legislators
bel i eved that by drawi ng on the know edge of | ocal
officials the Census Bureau could inprove the quality of
the address list, and second, Congress believed that |ocal
governnent officials would have nore confidence in the
gquality of the address list if they were active
participants in the process, and had the opportunity to
review the address |list for their jurisdiction before the
census count; and

VWHEREAS, unfortunately, the LUCA program produced only

m xed results according to a GAO report which stated that
the | evel of participation by |ocal governments was | ow,
that those who did participate found the program
burdensone, and that the Census Bureau underestimated the
time needed to conplete the program and

WHEREAS, nany of the problens with the 2000 Census can be
resol ved by bringing | ocal governnents officials into the
process earlier, commtting greater resources to the
address |ist process, and increasing education so that

| ocal officials and Census Bureau enpl oyees under st and
their shared goal,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors urges Congress and the Adm nistration
to commt additional financial and personnel resources to
the address list process starting in 2005; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that The United States Conference of
Mayors urges the United States Census Bureau to take the



necessary steps to inprove the process for working with
| ocal governnents, including the follow ng:

a. establishing a senior |level position for a person who
can respond to the specific issues and probl ens of
| ocal governnents regarding the address |ist, and who
can bring together resources fromthroughout the
Census Bureau to change policies and procedures to
achi eve the desired outcones.

b. soliciting input fromlocal governments and the
organi zations that represent themin devel opi ng pl ans
for inproving the address list for 2010.

cC. establishing priorities in dealing with address |i st
probl ens faced by the w de spectrum of | ocal
governments across the nation.

d. testing procedures designed to better list and
enunerate the nost problematic address types in the
2006 test census.



ADDRESSI NG THE NEED FOR TORT REFORM

VWHEREAS, in recent years the annual cost of tort settlenents
and judgnents that cities have had to pay out has
skyrocketed, even reaching into tens of mllions of dollars
for sone cities; and

WHEREAS, in sone cases, the high costs of tort settlenents
and judgnents for cities are due in part to judgnents that
far exceed the harm caused; and

WHEREAS, in other cases, cities are made responsible for the
costs of large federal judgnents against individual |ocal
gover nment enpl oyees based on their willful m sconduct even
t hough the | ocal governnment has a systemin place to

di sci pli ne enpl oyees for their m sconduct; and

VWHEREAS, resources that cities nust devote to frivolous tort
litigation and tort settlenents and judgnents coul d ot herw se
be avail able for other inportant public purposes, and
ultimately, the costs of such tort settlenents and judgnents
are generally borne by |ocal taxpayers; and

WHEREAS, in sone cases, cities are being forced to pay tort
settl enents and judgnents under federal |aws that Congress
has the power to change w thout infringing on state tort |aw
or state prerogatives; and

WHEREAS, the issue of tort liability in the private sector
has al so been the subject of nmuch debate in recent years,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors hereby urges Congress to enact tort
reformlegislation directing the judicial systemto enphasize
appropriate conpensation for victinms in actions agai nst

muni ci palities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Conference of Myors
urges Congress to enact legislation to ensure that federal
judgnment s agai nst i ndividual |ocal government enployees based
on their willful msconduct are collectable only fromthose
enpl oyees, and not fromtheir governnmental enployers, at

| east when the | ocal governnent has a reasonable systemin

pl ace to discipline enployees for their m sconduct; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U. S. Conference of Mayors
hereby urges Congress to enact legislation limting awards of



attorney’s fees in actions against nunicipalities under
federal law to anobunts that are appropriately proportionate,
so that spurious clains do not permt plaintiffs’ attorneys
to obtain unjust awards; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Conference of Mayors
encour ages Congress and the Administration to work towards
renmovi ng the partisanship and subjectivity fromthe broader
debate over tort liability, and to strive for objective tort
reformthat ensures continued access to the courts for
victinms while al so protecting agai nst excessi ve awards that
can harmthe econom c base of our comrunities.



URG NG FEDERAL FUNDI NG FOR CLOSED M LI TARY BASES

WHEREAS, the closure of mlitary bases has caused severe
econom c inpacts to conmunities across the country; and

WHEREAS, conmunities facing base closures have been assured
by the federal governnent that resources for renediation
woul d be made avail able so that econom c revitalization can
be achi eved; and

WHEREAS, economic revitalization through reuse cannot
successfully occur until the responsible services of the
Depart nent of Defense commit adequate resources to renediate,
on an expeditious basis, the environnmental contam nation at
these properties to |l evels consistent with their future
reuse; and

VWHEREAS, the federal commtment to fund the environnental
renedi ati on of closed bases has been chronically inadequate
with the result that these critically needed properties
remai n an environnental blight on the surrounding
conmuni ti es,

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED that the United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges Congress and the Admi nistration to
adequately fund the environnmental renediation of closed
mlitary bases in a manner that fosters their pronpt
conversion to productive civilian reuse.



WORKFORCE | NVESTMENT ACT REAUTHORI ZATI ON

WHEREAS, this year, 21 mllion workers — nore than one in
seven workers nationally — will seek assistance from our
nation’s workforce system over 2.3 mllion private sector
j obs have been | ost and the job market for these workers is
becom ng nore difficult; and

VWHEREAS, though the national unenploynent rate has declined
slightly, it is still very high in sone states and urban
areas and there is a national youth unenploynment and skills
crisis; and

WHEREAS, the Workforce Investnent Act of 1998 (WA), which
was devel oped by Congress to create a flexible job training
systemthat neets the skills requirenents of U S. workers
and enployers for jobs for the 21%' Century, expired on

Sept enber 20, 2003; and

VWHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors has worked cl osely
wi th Congress over the past year and a half to develop a
W A reaut hori zation proposal that ensures that strong | ocal
authority and flexibility for local elected officials and
their workforce investnment boards (WBs) renmains at the
core of WA reauthorization to neet the needs of |ocal and
regi onal | abor markets; and

WHEREAS, H. R 1261, The Wrkforce Reinvestnent and Adul t
Education Act of 2003, the bill approved by the House
addr essed governance issues to retain a |locally-based,
demand driven system which allowed the Senate bill, The
Wor kf orce I nvestnent Act (WA) of 2003, S. 1627, to focus
on further inprovenents to the WA system and includes a
majority of the Conference of Mayor’s proposals; and

WHEREAS, the enactnment of WA reauthorization | egislation
t hat enhances the | ocally-based, demand driven system and
addresses key challenges in inplenentation is extrenely
inmportant at this fragile tine in our nation’s economc
recovery, so that there will not be an interruption in the
consi stent devel opnment of a high quality U S. workforce
systemthat is needed to support the U S. econony; and

WHEREAS, the President’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2005 Budget
proposal consolidates and cuts WA funding through a state-
bl ock grant which includes the adult fornula program the
di sl ocated worker formula program and the Wagner Peyser



enpl oynent service and cuts youth formula funding by 25
percent to fund a new, untried initiative; and

WHEREAS, the President’s “Better Training for Better Jobs”
proposal, introduced on April 5 of this year, has nade
maj or departures from both the House bill, which passed on
May 8, 2003 with a vote of 220 — 204, and the Senate bill,
whi ch passed by unani nous consent on Novenber 14, 2003, by
elimnating the |ocally-based, demand driven system and
creating a state-directed block grant system which incl udes
the adult formula, the dislocated worker formnmula and the
Enpl oynent Service, and would al so include the youth
formul a which would allow the Governor to elimnate youth
services, and is a departure fromthe President’s FY 2005
Budget proposal,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress and the Adm nistration to ensure
that any action of |egislation, regulations, budget process
or pilot prograns:

I ncreases direct funding to the |ocal |evel where the
services are provided and does not |essen WA funds to
| ocal areas through a state block grant or any other
neans,

Does not shift nore program design, decision-nmaking or
authority to the Governors through a state bl ock grant,
expanded wai ver authority or any other neans,

Does not cause unnecessary disruptions or structural
changes to this relatively young system

Does not | essen youth formula dollars to | ocal areas and
Does not allow for the elimnation of youth services

t hrough a state bl ock grant or any other neans; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors
urges Congress to nove ahead in a Conference of HR 1261
and S. 1627 to conplete a bipartisan agreenment on
reaut hori zati on of WA as soon as possible, in order to
finalize further inprovenents in the nation’ s workforce

i nvest nent system and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Conference of Myors
calls on Congress to include in the final Conference
agreenent of H R 1261 and S. 1627 and in the final WA
reaut hori zation legislation the foll ow ng:



Gover nance — an agreenent that ensures and enhances a
conti nued strong, |ocally-based, business-I|ed
wor kf orce i nvest nent system ensures the appointnent
of local boards by local elected officials; protects
t he designation of high-perform ng workforce areas;
mai nt ai ns but does not expand current WA wai ver
authority (beyond the expedited waiver authority);
mai ntai ns the business nmajority requirenent for
menbership on State Boards; includes Chief Elected
Oficials and Local WB nenbers on the State Boards;
focuses the role of the state WB authority around
gui dance for devel opnent of a conprehensive One- Stop
system and does not provide state boards with
certification authority over the One Stops; ensures
that regional planning is conducted only after first
consulting with | ocal boards and | ocal el ected

of ficials; and ensures that any regional plan

i ncorporates the plans of each of the | ocal areas

Wi thin the region.

Fundi ng — an agreenent that in no way |essens funding
to |l ocal areas through a state bl ock grant or any

ot her nmeans, and provides resources and tools to
address the huge poverty issues in cities.

Youth — an agreenent that protects the $1 billion
currently provided for Youth forrmula funding for both
i n-school and out -of -school youth ages 14-21, allows
for continued, innovative services for in-school youth
and is not included in any bl ock grant.

One-Stop Infrastructure Funding — an agreenent that
adequately funds the One-Stop infrastructure anong the
mandat ory One-Stop partners to allow nore training and
services to be delivered under WA, such as a separate
aut hori zation for such infrastructure funding.

Adnmini strative Costs Definition — an agreenent that
mai ntai ns and codifies the definition of

adm ni strative costs in current regul ati ons whi ch was
carefully devel oped and well vetted through | engthy
negoti ati ons between DOL, the states and the | ocals,
tested and supported by the Inspector Ceneral.

Data — In the determ nation of state and | ocal funding
deci sions, and such other activities and functions
that require the use of data for carrying out the
requirenents of this Act, an agreenent that calls for




Department of Labor to use the npbst recent data

avail able, including data collected as the result of

t he 2000 census, in order that the national workforce
i nvest ment system nost accurately reflects the true
needs of Anerica’ s workers and enpl oyers across the
country.

$ Perf ormance Standards — an agreenent that includes a
busi ness neasure, does not include an “efficiency”
measure, and that uses a regression nodel to encourage
services for the hardest to serve.

$ Expenditures — an agreenent that fairly holds States
and | ocal areas accountable for system expenditures
based upon accrued expenditures (in future program
years).

$ Training — an agreenent that continues to authorize
training for | ow wage workers for jobs that provide
self-sufficiency, sinplifies training reporting
requi renents, and provides for |ocal input.

$ Busi ness Services — an agreenent that encourages
i nnovati ve services and strategies for serving
enpl oyers and ensures the rel evance of the WA system
for business; and

| T FURTHER RESOLVED, in the absence of WA passage, that the
current agreenment on adm nistrative costs that was carefully
devel oped and well vetted through | engthy negoti ati ons between
DOL, the states and the locals, and was tested and supported by
the Inspector General, be maintained.



YOUTH EMPLOYMENT AND TRAI NI NG FUNDI NG

WHEREAS, since 2000 there has been a steep decline in the
enpl oynment rate of the nation’ s teens, summer enpl oynent
rates have been at historically lowlevels, with this past
sunmer’s rate the lowest it has been since 1948 when the
governnent starting collecting this data; and

VWHEREAS, 5.4 million of the 17 mllion Anerican youth aged
16 to 24 are without a diploma or without a job; and

WHEREAS, this excludes the 360,000 16 — 24 year olds in

prison, 65 percent of whom do not have a high schoo
di pl oma; and

WHEREAS, 2.4 mllion of these youth are poor and are
di sproportionately Latino and African Anerican and their
nunbers are steadily increasing; and

WHEREAS, nore than 500, 000 youth per year drop out of high
school and hundreds of thousands of other struggling
students may be on the verge of |eaving school or being
pushed out, and jobs are scarce; and

VWHEREAS, the Workforce I nvestnment Act (WA) youth formula
and Youth Opportunity Grant program have successfully net
the needs of a small portion of these at-risk youth - 82,000
yout h received training, education or work experience in
Program Year (PY) 2003, the nost recent year for which data
i s avail abl e; and

WHEREAS, youth fornula fundi ng has been consistently cut

since Fiscal Year (FY) 1995, froma FY 1994 youth formul a
funding | evel of $1.547 billion to the FY 04 |evel of $1

billion; and

WHEREAS, under the current WA reauthorization process,
there are proposals to change the youth allocation fornul a
and proposals to change the percentages of allocation

bet ween the states and | ocal areas; and

WHEREAS, in the President’s Fiscal Year 2005 Budget proposal
there is a 25 percent cut to WA youth forrmula dollars, in
order to fund a new, untested youth initiative, and further,
there is a proposal by the President in his “Better Training
For Better Jobs” initiative that would conbine the WA youth
formula programinto a single block grant wth the Adult
formul a program the Dislocated Wrker formula program and



t he Wagner Peyser Enpl oynent Service which would all ow
Governors to elimnate services for youth,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that in the FY 2005 Budget
process and WA reauthorization, that the U S. Conference
of Mayors calls on Congress and the Adm nistration to
protect and increase the $1 billion currently provided for
Youth formul a funding; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that any change in the youth
formul a all ocati on be substantially weighted to reflect the
popul ation to which the funds are targeted, such as high
school drop outs, youth in the juvenile justice system and
yout h agi ng out of foster care; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that for any state youth formula

di scretionary allocation, that the Governor is required to
allocate to |l ocal areas in accordance wth a fornula

devel oped with the input of chief elected officials and

| ocal board that takes into account the factors relating to
t he high poverty and at-risk youth popul ati on; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of Mayors
calls on Congress and the Admi nistration to ensure and
enforce that the state’s use of the state’ s percentage of
WA youth formula funds be used toward required statew de
youth activities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED, that in order to assure the

devel opnent of future workers, the U S. Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress and the Adm nistration to provide
$1 billion in funding for a youth enpl oynent and internship
training programfor the nation s young people.



KEY TO A SUCCESSFUL ECONOWY: SUPPORT FOR JOB TRAI NI NG AND
RETENTI ON

WHEREAS, high-skill, well paying jobs are the key to a
successful econony and society; and

VWHEREAS, a skilled and well trained work force is necessary
to attracting and retai ning such jobs; and

WHEREAS, even anong those who conpl ete hi gh school, many
Anerican youth are not prepared for work in a high-skill
t echnol ogi cal | y advanced econony; and

VWHEREAS, many nodern industrialized countries in cooperation
wi t h manuf acturers and ot her enpl oyers subsidi ze and

ot herwi se pronote apprenticeship prograns that help train
young people for jobs in a high-skill, technologically
advanced econony; and

WHEREAS, many cities have initiated prograns that help train
young people to neet the job skills needed by enpl oyers,
with dramatic results; and

WHEREAS, the United States needs to train its next
generation of workers to participate successfully in a 21°%
Century econony and needs to retain high-skill, well paying
j obs; and

VWHEREAS, teen unenploynment in the sunmmrer of 2003 was at its
hi ghest | evel since 1948; and

VWHEREAS, there are 700,000 fewer positions at U S. conpanies
and on governnent payrolls today than there were in Novenber
2001, when the recession was declared to be over; and

WHEREAS, the exporting of jobs to other countries is being
broadly felt across industries, anong all skill Ievels of
wor kers and has negatively inpacted | ocal econom es across
t he country; and

WHEREAS, according to Forrester Research, outsourcing could
result in the loss of 3.3 mllion U S. jobs by 2017; and

WHEREAS, several neasures have been introduced in Congress
ai med at hel ping workers who | ose their jobs to outsourcing,



NOW THEREFORE ,BE I T RESOLVED, that the United States

Conf erence of Mayors calls for a major federal investnent,

i ncl udi ng promul gati on of new prograns, direct funding, tax
credits for enployers and ot her appropriate mechanisns to
create apprenticeship prograns to train high-school age
children and young adults for high-skill, technol ogically
advanced j obs; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the federal governnent shoul d
use tax breaks and other incentives to keep high-skill, well
payi ng manufacturing jobs in the United States; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that in any |egislation that
addresses outsourcing, the United States Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress to include provisions to provide
resources to local elected officials and their Wrkforce
| nvest ment Boards for training and retraini ng workers.



H-1B Skills Training Grants

WHEREAS, the H-1B Technical Skills Training G ant Program
was established in 1998 to address the shortage of skilled
workers in the United States, and was enhanced in 2000 with
H R 5362, which raised the fee charged to enpl oyers who
petition for H-1B foreign workers from $500 to $1, 000 of
which fifty-five percent funds the Hl-B Technical Skills
Training Gants, and the Anerican Conpetitiveness in the
Twenty- First Century Act of 2000 (AC21 2000), which

i ncreased the nunber of H-1B tenporary workers to 195, 000
for each of fiscal years 2001, 2002 and 2003; and

WHEREAS, the H-1B Technical Skills Training Gant Program
adm ni stered by the U S. Departnment of Labor (DOL) -- has
of fered thousands of Americans the opportunity to learn and
master the skills necessary to acquire jobs that wll
provi de upward nmobility and |l ong-termjob retention; and

WHEREAS, reviews of the H-1B Skills Gants program by the
Gover nnent Accounting Ofice and the Ofice of I|nspector
Ceneral, indicate that these grants are acconplishing what

Congress intended and affirm and strengthen the val ue of
t he program and

WHEREAS, by providing grants to | ocal governnents,
wor kf orce boards and other entities across the country, the
H- 1B program has enabled cities in urban and rural areas to
nmeet the needs of their business comunities by providing
nore highly skilled workers; and

VWHEREAS, as of Septenber 30, 2003, the $1,000 fee placed on
enpl oyers was elimnated because the |egislation which

aut hori zes the H 1B program AC21 2000, expired and has
not been extended or reauthorized, and the Hl-B visa |evel
was reduced fromthe current cap of 195,000 to 65, 000, and
there is still $100 mllion for the H-1B Skills Grants
program generated from enpl oyer fees; and

WHEREAS, effective on January 16 of this year, the
Departnment of Labor (DOL) canceled the solicitation for
grant application for H 1B Technical Skills Training Gants
that was published in the January 6, 2003 Federal Register



and stated that DOL woul d review applications received
prior to this cancellation to consider possible funding for
t hose found eligible; and

WHEREAS, on February 2 of this year, in their FY 2005
Budget proposal, the Bush Adm nistration proposed to
elimnate the H1B Skills Training G ants programand to
rescind a $100 mllion of the funding currently avail able
for these grants which was intended to fund approxi mately
33 additional grants estinmated at $3 mllion each; and

VWHEREAS, canceling the grant solicitation for available H
1B Skills Gants funds and elimnating the H 1B program
will do away with an inportant job training programthat
strengthens Anerica's own workforce, and | essens dependency
on foreign workers,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the U. S. Conference of

Mayor s opposes the Bush Admi nistration's elimnation of the
H- 1B Technical Skills Training G ant program and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Conference of Mayors
opposes rescinding funds fromthe H-1B programin the FY
2005 Budget proposal and calls on the Departnment of Labor
to use the $100 mllion available in H 1B enpl oyer fees to
fund H 1B Skills Training Grants as was i ntended by
Congress; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat for any reauthorization of the
H- 1B program and or any legislation applying to a
nonr esi dent foreign worker program the U S. Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress to continue the technical skills
training grants program awarded to | ocal governnents and

| ocal workforce boards and funded by enployer fees at a

| evel of at |east a $1,000 fee.



LOCAL LABOR MARKET RESEARCH

WHEREAS, a key task of any |ocally-based, demand driven
wor kf orce systemis to understand the fundanenta

i ndustrial and occupational structure of |ocal |abor

mar kets and | ocal /regi onal |abor market trends, identify

t hose i ndustry/occupati onal segnents that are | eading the
growmh, identify key skill/training i ssues, assess the
adequacy of | abor supply to those segnents and devi se
strategies to effectively respond to the skills needs of
enpl oyment sectors in |local and netropolitan | abor markets;
and

VWHEREAS, there are sharp differences in denographic

devel opnents, | ocal econonic performance, and the magnitude
and nature of |abor market problens confronting each of the
sub- markets of the econony; and

WHEREAS, | ocal |l y-based | abor market research data for use
by local elected officials and their Wrkforce Investnent
Boards (WBs) and other public and private stakeholders to
address the needs that are unique to their markets and to

make sound deci sions regarding their workforce is not
available in a tinely and useful nmanner; and

WHEREAS, not only is accurate, tinmely, and useful | abor
mar ket data essential at the local level, it is critical
for maki ng funding and other determ nations under the
Wor kf orce I nvestment Act (WA), which authorizes the

| ocal | y-based workforce system and other federa
prograns; and

VWHEREAS, the national data on unenpl oynent does not truly

reflect the unenpl oynent picture in | ocal areas and at the
national |evel; and

VWHEREAS, there is concern that the U S. Departnent of Labor
(DAL) is still using old data to nmake fundi ng and ot her

determ nations rather than the nost up to date data,
i ncl udi ng the 2000 census data; and



WHEREAS, as the nation continues to face high |evels of
unenpl oynment, particularly in cities and anong youth, the
resources and support provided to the |ocally-based
wor kf orce systemw || inpact our national econony and

gl obal conpetitiveness in an unprecedented way; and

VWHEREAS, further, as the econony noves into recovery, the

underlying skills shortage for high-growth jobs will inpede
econoni ¢ growt h unl ess addressed,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of
Mayors calls on Congress and the Adm nistration to provide
resources and support for |ocally-based | abor market
research data and make investnents in better data

col l ection; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U S. Conference of Myors
calls on the U S. Departnent of Labor to use the nost
recent data available, including data collected as the
result of the 2000 census or newer data, in the

determ nation of state and | ocal funding decisions, and
such other activities and functions that require the use of
data for carrying out the requirenents of WA.



EARNED | NCOVE TAX CREDI T PRE- CERTI FI CATI ON

WHEREAS, in 2002, the federal Earned Incone Tax Credit
(EITC) lifted 4.9 mllion people, including 2.7 mllion
chil dren, above the poverty line-nore than any ot her
federal aid program and

WHEREAS, currently, the value of the EITC credit is $36
billion, to the benefit of 22 mllion hard working, |ow
income famlies and individuals; and

WHEREAS, the EITC represents noney earned by hard worKki ng,

low incone famlies and in no way represents a give-away;
and

WHEREAS, the EITC provi des enornous econom ¢ benefit to our
comuni ties because recipients spend their EITC dollars on
goods and services within our comunities; and

VWHEREAS, beyond reduci ng poverty, the EITC pronotes work,
reduces incone inequity and hel ps | ow i ncome wor ki ng
famlies build assets; and

VWHEREAS, despite great opposition fromthe U S. Conference
of Mayors, nmenbers of Congress and nmany nati ona

organi zations, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

i npl enented a new "certification" process in Decenber 2003
whi ch required 25,000 EI TC applicants to be "certified"
before they could receive their EITC benefits; and

WHEREAS, the IRS plans to “pre-certify” an additional
25,000 EI'TC applicants in July 2004 prior to know ng the
initial inpact of these requirenents through a

conpr ehensi ve eval uation; and

WHEREAS, the extensive docunentation required for this pre-
certification may be difficult, if not inpossible, to
obtain within the proposed six nonth deadline and wll
inevitably deter many eligible famlies fromeven applying
for the EITC benefit to which they are entitled under
federal |aw, and



WHEREAS, the conplications of the “pre-certification”
process will inevitably cause delays in EITC refunds of
such filers, refunds that famlies count on for basic
l'iving expenses; and

WHEREAS, the IRS has indicated that it nay expand the “pre-
certification” requirenents to approximately two mllion
filers for the comng filing seasons, and do so prior to
knowi ng the initial inpact of these requirenents through a
conpr ehensi ve eval uati on; and

VWHEREAS, the I RS appears to be targeting | ow inconme working
famlies applying for the EITC benefit while not requiring
pre-certification for tax shelters purchased by
corporations or tax benefits clained by higher incone

i ndi vi dual s,

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESCLVED that The United States
Conference of Mayors calls on Congress to address any
delays in tax returns that EITC filers have experienced due
to the certification and pre-certification procedures; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Mayors

opposes the IRS initiative to continue and expand the EI TC
pre-certification procedures; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors
calls on Congress to prohibit any further inplenentation of
new EI TC requi renments without proper Congressiona

aut hori zation; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of Mayors
urges Congress and the IRS to sinplify EITC so that al
those who are eligible can and will apply for their justly
deserved tax credit.



BUI LDI NG A SUSTAI NABLE FUTURE FOR AMERI CORPS

VWHEREAS, since 1994, nore than 350,000 nen and wonen have

served in Aneri Corps, providing valuable assistance to
mllions of Americans; and

WHEREAS, Aneri Corps nenbers tutor in schools, run after-

school prograns, build affordabl e housing, and provide
public health services; and

WHEREAS, hundreds of Aneri Corps state and | ocal prograns
clean rivers and streans, enrich after-school prograns,
support |ocal |aw enforcenent, deliver services to the
el derly, and neet other critical needs defined by the
comunities they serve; and

WHEREAS, Aneri Corps progranms have expanded their work in
public safety, public health, fire prevention, and di saster
relief; and

WHEREAS, cities have been able to benefit from Aneri Corps
menbers recruiting, training and | eadi ng service
opportunities for everyday citizens and traditional

vol unteers; and

WHEREAS, a 1995 i ndependent cost-benefit study, validated
by the U S. Government Accounting Ofice, found that
progranms supported by Anmeri Corps return between $1.60 and

$2.60 in services for every dollar invested in their
initiatives; and

WHEREAS, Aneri Corps is a major asset to America s cities,

and The US Conference of Mayors is deeply commtted to its
success and future; and

WHEREAS, The Corporation for National and Community Service
has been instructed by Congress, the President, and its

Board of Directors to conduct a federal rul emaki ng process;
and



WHEREAS, regul atory changes have the potential to either
draw on a decade of best practices, |everaging conpetition
and private sector support, or unravel sonme of the
fundamental principles that have shaped the nationa
service infrastructure in Amrerica; and

VWHEREAS, Aneri Corps prograns | everage mllions of dollars
fromthe private sector to support community needs, the
viability of the private sector is not consistent

t hroughout the United States,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED that The United States

Conf erence of Mayors urges the Corporation for National and
Community Service to avoid policy changes that w |l
negatively inpact the quality and consistency of service in
our conmmunities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of Mayors
calls on local governnents and the private sector to be
active participants in Aneri Corps, but urges the
Corporation to continue its conmtnent by investing in this
highly effective public/private partnership; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U. S. Conference of Mayors
urges the Corporation to avoid a nandatory increase in the
mat ch requi renment above the 33 percent level currently
required by the Corporation for National and Conmunity
Servi ce; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat The U. S. Conference of Mayors
strongly urges the Corporation to |let conpetition govern

t he grant process by not setting time limts on the nunber
of years Aneri Corps progranms could receive federal support;
and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that The U. S. Conference of Myors
recommends that the Corporation maintain the current
statutory requirenents for the federal share of healthcare
and childcare costs to preserve equal access to Aneri Corps
for all Anericans, regardless of incone |evel.



RECOGNI TI ON AND SUPPORT OF THE
AMERI CAN WAR MOTHERS ORGANI ZATI ON

VWHEREAS, the Anerican War Mothers is a patriotic

organi zation formally established in 1918 and originally
conposed of nothers whose sons and daughters served in the
United States Arned Forces between April 6, 1917 to
Novenber 11, 1918; and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress chartered the Anmerican
War Mothers as a national organization in February 1925,
and | ater expanded its nenbership to nothers whose sons and
daughters had served in wars in which the U S. was engaged
after World War |, including World War 11, the Korean
Conflict, and any subsequent wars or conflicts involving
the United States; and

WHEREAS, the goals of the organization are to “keep alive
and develop the spirit that pronpted world service, to
maintain the ties of fellowship born of that service, and
to assist and further any patriotic work; to inculcate a
sense of individual obligation to the conmunity, state and
nation; to work for the welfare of the Armed Forces of the
United States; to assist in any way in their power nen and
wonen who served and were wounded or incapacitated in Wrld
Wars or Conflicts of the United States; to foster and
pronote friendship and understandi ng between Anerican and
the Allies;” and

WHEREAS, the Anerican War Mothers is a non-political, non-
sectarian, non-partisan, and non-profit organization
[imted to wonen who are citizens of the United States,
whose sons and daughters served in the Arned Forces of the
US or its Allies in Wrld War |, Wrld War 11, and Korean
and Vietnam Conflicts, or any subsequent wars or conflicts,
and were honorably discharged,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED that the U. S. Conference of
Mayors expresses its support for the organization entitled
American War Mothers for the sacrifice of nothers whose
chil dren have defended their country in tinme of war and
conflict and for the goals of the organization, which
pronote patriotism commtnent to the conmunity and nation
support of the Armed Forces of the United States, and the
pronotion of friendship and understanding in the world.



