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THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS

1620 EYE STREET, NORTHWEST
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006
TELEPHONE (202) 293-7330

FAX (202) 293-2352
URL: www.usmayors.org

January 18, 2005

The Honorable Thomas J. Ridge
Secretary of Homeland Security

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Ridge:

As the nation’s mayors convene in Washington, DC for our 73" Winter Meeting
of The United States Conference of Mayors, we write to urgently request that the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the U.S. Department of
Transportation conduct an immediate assessment of freight railroad notification
procedures for the transport of hazardous materials through local jurisdictions.

The United States Conference of Mayors has repeatedly called for advanced
notification of these rail shipments, so city officials are aware of what is going
through their neighborhoods and business districts. The chemical train wreck in
Graniteville, SC, two weeks ago had the effect of the detonation of a weapon of
mass destruction. More than 90,000 shipments of Chlorine alone are transported
across the country every year. These types of trains run on tracks through the
hearts of our cities. Our citizens should have a reasonable expectation that
hazardous matertals are being shipped in the safest manner possible and that local
first responders are aware of such shipments in advance.

One month after the September 11, 2001 attacks on the nation, The United States
Conference of Mayors brought together more than 200 mayors, police and fire
chiefs, and emergency managers to Washington to examing the new and
challenging security issues confronting the vast majority of Americans who live
in cities. One of the major issues arcas identified in our “National Action Plan for
Safety and Security in America’s Cities” was “Freight Rail Sccurity.”

Within this section, the first recommendation was, “Freight railroads should be
required to develop new notification procedures and to provide better information
to the local jurisdictions through which they will be transporting chemicals and
other hazardous materials.” The sccond recommendation was. “Improved
notification and information should extend to the storage of freight on sidings and
to other practices that could pose risks to immediate neighborhoods and major
local assets and venues.” These 1ssues have been raised by mayors in many of our



subsequent meetings due to the continued lack of notification by the freight railroads.

Therefore, we request that you to take immediate action with the freight railroads to
improve notification of the transport of hazardous materials through our cities.

Thank you for your continued attention to our homeland security concems and related
transportation priorities. Please contact our Chief of Staff Ed Somers at (202) 861-6706

if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

248
St Qenon , Ohlo

s 17|

City: Dea borss, Mickican City: “Wafo TEXAS

M/M NV~

City: AVSTIN, TE XA City: \AS VETAL, WEVADA

ool b5 Kaher) o, d Ade AL

City: &k&}wd o, A yoans City: O@ 0 @ / "/_,";Z‘.q)

B € LI Lo Loyt

City: ci
aSCq‘Lc.LJr\a NT §ANL79—$E/ dJamwm

o=

orlc Aroms eoeT, @K




_Clty
Col UHb ia )

l(%LW\&?T’_

5o L RGT T

o

Clty WW ]DK _9_ Clé, /‘lkké}sad- FC-

%ﬁm 1 1
-/ 5 P My er 74

iy Fw&w A

T Uﬁﬁ Mol Gk

Cxty W ez 2 AKE | City: Predmon & CA -

/ (i Ao

City: CAporsbAre , T4 City: i st c@r@uﬁ,&/ /\/,\7:

W Z’::« M{ T gﬁmmmu&&d’
City: City: Tokuwla We.
o 7

Bopss C . i Et SO~
. Cily: oAt

CUY: &4 g bl (77, LLF737
Lo it M

Jor cHAmEL 0, /eI Ci: T ) Lk
TN A s P




A e FL O

W%ﬂ

Sey b A/

City: [/

;‘\" A {:{; { \:\LCJ[Lu; {i'}f W




