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THE NATION’S MAYORS CALL ON CONGRESS TO PASS TRANSPORTATION BILL 
  

U.S. CONFERENCE OF MAYORS CITIES OF OPPORTUNITY TASK FORCE 
HOSTS SESSION LED BY BOSTON MAYOR MARTIN J. WALSH, 

NEW YORK CITY MAYOR BILL de BLASIO and 
USCM VICE PRESIDENT BALTIMORE MAYOR STEPHANIE RAWLINGS-BLAKE 

  
Boston – Led by Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) Vice President Baltimore 
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake and Seattle Mayor Ed Murray, mayors pledged today to work together to urge Congress to move past partisanship, 
including through local action and lobbying Washington, at a press conference during a meeting of The U.S. Conference of Mayors Cities of 
Opportunity Task Force.  Specifically, the mayors are calling for increased resources to the program, with more locally-directed funding to address 
the growing needs in cities where populations are steadily rising.    
 
More than twenty mayors from cities large and small convened in Boston for the second meeting of the Conference Task Force, hosted by Boston 
Mayor Martin J. Walsh, who serves as Vice Chair alongside New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio who serves as Chair to discuss municipal best 
practices in the areas of transportation and housing, and ways that federal policy can help close the wage gap and lift individuals and families out of 
poverty by providing reliable transportation options, access to affordable housing and expanded employment opportunities.   
 
The mayors also heard from U.S. Department of Transportation Deputy Secretary Victor Mendez who discussed reauthorization of the surface 
transportation bill, as well as Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren on income inequality. 
 
“Inequality is a national crisis. It’s holding down wages, it’s holding back our economy, it’s undermining the American Dream,” said Mayor Walsh. 
“Here in Boston we are innovating, and growing opportunity to lift individuals and families out of poverty. But we need our partners in the 
Commonwealth, and in the federal government to act and make the critical funding and policy decisions that invest in and strengthen municipalities, 
the building blocks of this nation.” 
 
"Mayors are on the frontlines of combating inequality -- and we know firsthand that transportation is central to that fight as the backbone of economic 
growth," said Mayor de Blasio. "Transit serves as a lifeline for so many, connecting those who need it most to jobs, school, and real mobility, while 
transportation infrastructure creates the good-paying jobs so many need. The status quo is simply unacceptable. It's time for Congress to truly invest 
in the future of our cities and our nation by passing a bill that increases federal transportation funding. And we'll be making that clear  with direct 
action in our cities and in Washington." 
 
“Mayors know that transportation systems and services can be an effective tool to address inequality and understand how locally-directed 
transportation solutions can create more economic opportunity and better serve our nation’s working poor,” said Conference Vice President Mayor 
Rawlings-Blake.  “As we look to Congress, we renew our call for stronger federal resource commitments, with more emphasis on locally-directed 
funding, to improve our transit and street systems to better serve our growing metropolitan areas and confront income inequality.  We cannot let the 
federal government off the hook in supporting us in meeting these critical challenges.” 
 
Mayor Murray said, “Over the last two days, we’ve heard from Mayors across the country about how our cities are laboratories for innovation, making 
a difference in people’s lives. In Seattle, we’ve led the way on raising the minimum wage, expanding local transit and access to pre-k.  While cities 
are acting now, we can’t do it alone. It’s time for a national urban agenda, one that will repair our country’s aging transportation infrastructure, 
expand access to affordable housing and address income inequality. We must have a re-energized federal government that is acting as an equal 
partner to support the great work happening at the local level.” 
 
Established at the Conference’s Annual Meeting last June by Conference President Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson, this Task Force aims to 
bring mayors from across the country together to leverage the power of local governments to advance a national common equity agenda with 



policies and best-practices that will help expand opportunity for all.  The inaugural meeting of the group was held in New York City in August 2014 to 
examine issues around improving early childhood education, expanding broadband access and addressing income inequality. 
 
During that first meeting, The Conference released a report that documents the gradual, but dramatic shift over the past 40 years of income 
distribution in the U.S. in favor of upper-income households as recent reports have also shown.  Overall, the USCM report projected a further drift 
toward inequality in the coming years, making income inequality a structural feature of the 21st century economy unless specific policy measures are 
taken to address the growing wage gap. 
 
Commenting on the ongoing work of the Conference’s Task Force, USCM CEO and Executive Director Tom Cochran said, “The nation’s mayors 
cannot stand idly by when Washington does not act.   We have an obligation to do what we can from where we sit to address issues of inequality 
and grow economic opportunities for the people living in cities and their metropolitan areas all across the country.” 
 
The press conference can be viewed at http://www.cityofboston.gov/cable/video_library.asp?id=15961 
 
Mayors participating in today’s U.S. Conference of Mayors Cities of Opportunity Task Force meeting include: 
Mayor Martin J. Walsh, Boston (MA), USCM Cities of Opportunity Vice Chair 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, New York (NY), USCM Cities of Opportunity Chair 
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (MD), USCM Vice President 
Mayor Steve Adler, Austin (TX) 
Mayor Ralph Becker, Salt Lake City (UT)  
Mayor Michael Brennan, Portland (ME) 
Mayor Bill Carpenter, Brockton (MA)  
Mayor T.M. Franklin Cownie, Des Moines (IA) 
Mayor Carlo Demaria, Everett (MA)  
Mayor Kevin Dumas, Attleboro (MA)  
Mayor Jorge Elorza, Providence (RI)  
Mayor Bill Finch, Bridgeport (CT)  
Mayor Javier Gonzales, Santa Fe (NM)  
Mayor Betsy Hodges, Minneapolis (MN)  
Mayor Mitchell Landrieu, New Orleans (LA)  
Mayor Edward Murray, Seattle (WA)  
Mayor Daniel Rivera, Lawrence (MA)  
Mayor Paul Soglin, Madison (WI)  
Mayor Setti Warren, Newton (MA)  
Mayor Nan Whaley, Dayton (OH) 
Mayor A.C. Wharton, Memphis (TN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    
 


