
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

 

 

    (Updated: March 21, 2016) 

 

Dear President Obama, Members of the Senate, and Members of the House of Representatives: 

 

In recognition of the role of America’s cities in providing basic services, The United States 

Conference of Mayors has made developing healthy, safe, affordable, and modern water and 

wastewater systems an integral part of its 2016 agenda. In late 2015 and early 2016, one of our own 

was confronted with an unprecedented challenge when toxic drinking water was discovered in the 

City of Flint. While the exact progression of events is still under investigation, it is clear that 

switching to the Flint River water and subsequent lack of proper treatment of that water led to the 

corrosion of lead pipes and potential exposure to the deadly bacteria Legionella in the city’s water 

system. 

 

As this crisis has unfolded, the leadership of The United States Conference of Mayors has worked 

closely with Flint Mayor Karen Weaver to determine what her city needs to emerge stronger and 

healthier. Mayor Weaver was elected in November 2015 on the platform of acknowledging and fixing 

the water crisis, and she is one of the only government officials who still holds the trust of the people 

of Flint. Mayor Weaver was with us during our Winter Meeting in January and at our Leadership 

Meeting in February. In early February, we dispatched a fact-finding mission of leadership and 

experts to Flint. And we stood with Mayor Weaver when she appeared before a House hearing on 

February 10. 

 

As mayors, we believe that federal action is critical to Flint’s recovery from this man-made disaster: 

 

● America’s drinking water is the cleanest and safest in the world, but the people of Flint have 

lost confidence in their water due to the corrosion of lead service lines by improperly treated 

water. To alleviate this situation, the City of Flint needs immediate funding to replace the lead 

service lines throughout its water system. 

 

● Because of the toxic water the citizens of Flint have consumed over the past two years, the 

city will need significant assistance in the form of resources and technical support to build a 

model public health system capable of assessing, monitoring, and addressing the short term 

and long term impact of lead exposure particularly with regard the children.  The children of 

Flint will need long-term wrap-around support services in the areas of nutrition/food access, 

early education and behavioral services as well as medical/health services to mitigate the 

potential long-term impact of this toxic exposure.  
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● In that Flint was already economically disadvantaged and this crisis has caused many more 

businesses and residents to leave town, we believe that federal economic development funding 

is necessary for the city and its residents to meet their full potential. 

 

● While all levels of government must be involved in creating the solution to this problem, for 

the solution to have the trust of the people of Flint and for it to fully economically benefit 

those people, federal funds must be directed to the City of Flint. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our views. As mayors, we wholeheartedly support our colleague 

Karen Weaver, and appreciate your efforts to work with her to recover from this disaster and move 

Flint forward. If you have any questions or would like to do additional follow-up, please contact the 

Conference of Mayors CEO & Executive Director Tom Cochran (202-293-7330 / 

tcochran@usmayors.org) or his Water Council team, Assistant Executive Director Judy Sheahan 

(202-861-6775 / jsheahan@usmayors.org) and Dr. Richard Anderson (202-861-6795 / 

randerson@usmayors.org). 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stephanie Rawlings-Blake Mick Cornett   Mitchell J. Landrieu        Tom Cochran 

Mayor of Baltimore  Mayor of Oklahoma   Mayor of New Orleans     CEO and Executive 

President   City, Vice President  2nd Vice President        Director 

 
Kevin Johnson, Mayor of Sacramento, CA,  

   USCM Past President 

Elizabeth B. Kautz, Mayor of Burnsville, MN,  

   USCM Past President 

Steve Adler, Mayor of Austin, TX 

Alan Arakawa, Mayor of Maui, HI 

Mario Avery, Mayor of Fairburn, GA 

Bryan Barnett, Mayor of Rochester Hills, MI 

Tom Barrett, Mayor of Milwaukee, WI 

Megan Barry, Mayor of Nashville, TN 

Gina Belforte, Mayor of Rohnert Park, CA 

William Bell, Mayor of Durham, NC 

William Bell, Sr., Mayor of Birmingham, AL 

Shane Bemis, Mayor of Gresham, OR 

Stephen Benjamin, Mayor of Columbia, SC 

David Berger, Mayor of Lima, OH 

David Bieter, Mayor of Boise, ID 

Jackie Biskupski, Mayor of Salt Lake City, UT 

Rosalynn Bliss, Mayor of Grand Rapids, MI 

Luigi Boria, Mayor of Doral, FL 

Muriel Bowser, Mayor of Washington, DC 

C. Kim Bracey, Mayor of York, PA 

James Brainard, Mayor of Carmel, IN 

Noam Bramson, Mayor of New Rochelle, NY 

Ardell Brede, Mayor of Rochester, MN 

Thomas Broderick Jr., Mayor of Anderson, IN 

Dennis D. Browning, Mayor of Saginaw, MI 

Pete Buttigieg, Mayor of South Bend, IN 

Christopher Cabaldon, Mayor of West Sacramento, CA 

Kathy Catazaro-Perry, Mayor of Massillon, OH 

John Cook, Mayor of Tigard, OR 

Joy Cooper, Mayor of Hallandale Beach, FL 

Frank Cownie, Mayor of Des Moines, IA 

Paulne Cutter, Mayor of San Leandro, CA 

Hardie Davis, Mayor of Augusta, GA 

Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York, NY 

Carlo DeMaria, Mayor of Everett, MA 

John Dickert, Mayor of Racine, WI 

Bridget Donnell Newton, Mayor of Rockville, MD 

Denny Doyle, Mayor of Beaverton, OR 

Johnny DuPree, Mayor of Hattiesburg, MS 

Carol Dutra-Vernaci, Mayor of Union City, CA 

Sean Faircloth, Mayor of Bangor, ME 

Manuel Figueiredo, Mayor of Union Township, NJ 

Greg Fischer, Mayor of Louisville, KY 

Mark Fitzgerald, Mayor of Loveland, OH 

George Flaggs, Mayor of Vicksburg, MS 

James Fouts, Mayor of Warren, MI 

Karen Freeman-Wilson, Mayor of Gary, IN 

Patrick Furey, Mayor of Torrance, CA 

Eric Garcetti, Mayor of Los Angeles, CA 

Edwin Garcia, Mayor of Camuy, PR 

Robert Garcia, Mayor of Long Beach, CA 

Stephen Gawron, Mayor of Muskegon, MI 

John Giles, Mayor of Mesa, AZ 

Andrew Gillum, Mayor of Tallahassee, FL 

Javier Gonzales, Mayor of Santa Fe, NM 

Carolyn Goodman, Mayor of Las Vegas, NV 

Jim Gray, Mayor of Lexington, KY 

Kent Guinn, Mayor of Ocala, FL 

Avina Gutierrez, Mayor of Yakima, WA 

Charlie Hales, Mayor of Portland, OR 

Michael B. Hancock, Mayor of City and County of 

Denver, CO 

mailto:tcochran@usmayors.org
mailto:jsheahan@usmayors.org
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Bill Harrison, Mayor of Fremont, CA 

Toni Harp, New Haven, CT 

Pam Hemminger, Mayor of Chapel Hill, NC 

Randall Henderson, Mayor of Fort Myers, FL 

Glenn Hendricks, Mayor of Sunnyvale, CA 

Thomas Henry, Mayor of Fort Wayne, IN 

Paula Hicks-Hudson, Mayor of Toledo, OH 

Deberey Hinchey, Mayor of Norwich, CT 

Daniel Holladay, Mayor of Oregon City, OR 

Mark Holland, Mayor of Kansas City, KS 

Bobby J. Hopewell, Mayor of Kalamazoo, MI 

Dan Horrigan, Mayor of Akron, OH 

Lindsey Horvath, Mayor of West Hollywood, CA 

James Hovland, Mayor of Edina, MN 

Sylvester "Sly" James Jr., Mayor of Kansas City, MO 

Robert Johnson, Mayor of North Wilkesboro, NC 

Nina Jonas, Mayor of Ketchum, ID 

Suzanne Jones, Mayor of Boulder, CO 

James Kenney, Mayor of Philadelphia, PA 

Joe Kilsheimer, Mayor of Apopka, FL 

Thomas Koch, Mayor of Quincy, MA 

Chris Koos, Mayor of Normal, IL 

Phillip Kramer, Mayor of Franklin Township, NJ 

Harry LaRosiliere, Mayor of Plano, TX 

Marcia Leclerc, Mayor of East Hartford, CT 

Edwin Lee, Mayor of San Francisco, CA 

Patty Lent, Mayor of Bremerton, WA 

Sam Liccardo, Mayor of San Jose, CA 

Timothy Mahoney, Mayor of Fargo, ND 

Esther Manheimer, Mayor of Asheville, NC 

David Martin, Mayor of Stamford, CT 

Cynthia Mathews, Mayor of Santa Cruz, CA 

Gary McCarthy, Mayor of Schenectady, NY 

Timothy C. McDonough, Mayor of Hope, NJ 

Joe McElveen, Mayor of Sumter, SC 

Kim McMillan, Mayor of Clarksville, TN 

John McNally, Mayor of Youngstown, OH 

Kathleen Newsham, Mayor in Bay City, MI 

Stephanie Miner, Mayor of Syracuse, NY 

Mark Mitchell, Mayor of Tempe, AZ 

Jon Mitchell, Mayor of New Bedford, MA 

Ken Miyagishima, Mayor of Las Cruces, NM 

William Moehle, Mayor of Brighton, NY 

Alex Morse, Mayor of Holyoke, MA 

Jeri Muoio, Mayor of West Palm Beach, FL 

Wayne Myers, Mayor of Petersburg, VA 

Alan Nagy, Mayor of Newark, CA 

Kathleen Newsham, Mayor of Bay City, MI 

Ed Obrien, Mayor of West Haven, CT 

John O'Reilly, Mayor of Dearborn, MI 

Frank Ortis, Mayor of Pembroke Pines, FL 

Adam Paul, Mayor of Lakewood, CO 

Ed Pawlowski, Mayor of Allentown, PA 

William Peduto, Mayor of Pittsburgh, PA 

Jannquell Peters, Mayor of East Point, GA 

McKinley Price, Mayor of Newport News, VA 

Christian Price, Mayor of Maricopa, AZ 

Jason Pu, Mayor of San Gabriel, CA 

Miguel A. Pulido, Mayor of Santa Ana, CA 

Michelle Qualkinbush, Mayor of Calumet City, IL 

Mike Rawlings, Mayor of Dallas, TX 

Kasim Reed, Mayor of Atlanta, GA 

Tari Renner, Mayor of Bloomington, IL 

Harry Rilling, Mayor of Norwalk, CT 

Christopher Roberts, Mayor of Shoreline, WA 

Leon Rockingham, Mayor of North Chicago, IL 

Madeline Rogero, Mayor of Knoxville, TN 

Riley H. Rogers, Mayor of Dolton, IL 

Ron Rordam, Mayor of Blacksburg, VA 

Jonathan Rothschild, Mayor of Tucson, AZ 

Jesus Ruiz, Mayor of Socorro, TX 

Michael Ryan, Mayor of Sunrise, FL 

Pete Saenz, Mayor of Laredo, TX 

Alberto Santos, Mayor of Kearny, NJ 

Domenic Sarno, Mayor of Springfield, MA 

Hillary Schieve, Mayor of Reno, NV 

Helene Schneider, Mayor of Santa Barbara, CA 

Mark Shepherd, Mayor of Clearfield City, UT 

Pat Showalter, Mayor of Mountain View, CA 

Mike Signer, Mayor of Charlottesville, VA 

Jeffrey Slavin, Mayor of Somerset, MD 

Francis Slay, Mayor of St. Louis, MO 

Paul Soglin, Mayor of Madison, WI 

Tom Stallard, Mayor of Woodland, CA 

Greg Stanton, Mayor of Phoenix, AZ 

Gary Starr, Mayor of Middleburg Heights, OH 

Ray Stephanson, Mayor of Everett, WA 

Mark Stodola, Mayor of Little Rock, AR 

Peter Strazdas, Mayor of Portage, MI 

Marilyn Strickland, Mayor of Tacoma, WA 

Christopher Taylor, Mayor of Ann Arbor, MI 

Lester Taylor III, Mayor of East Orange, NJ 

Jill Techel, Mayor of Napa, CA 

Michael Tetreau, Mayor of Fairfield, CT 

Elizabeth Tisdahl, Mayor of Evanston, IL 

Sylvester Turner, Mayor of Houston, TX 

Ollie Tyler, Mayor of Shreveport, LA 

Jennifer Vidrine, Mayor of Ville Platte, LA 

Zachary Vruwink, Mayor of Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

Brian Wahler, Mayor of Piscataway, NJ 

Martin J. Walsh, Mayor of Boston, MA 

Acquanetta Warren, Mayor of Fontana, CA 

Setti Warren, Mayor of Newton, MA 

Lovely Warren, Mayor of Rochester, NY 

Nan Whaley, Mayor of Dayton, OH 

William Wild, Mayor of Westland, MI 

Jeff Williams, Mayor of Arlington, TX 

Dennis P. Williams, Mayor of Wilmington, DE 

Hubert Yopp, Mayor of Highland Park, MI 

 

 

 


